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Criminal Code Amendment (Impersonating a Commonwealth Body) Bill 2017 

EFA has been a long-standing advocate for freedom of expression in Australia.  

EFA understands and accepts the justification for this bill, to ensure public trust in the legitimacy and 

accuracy of statements made by Commonwealth bodies.  

EFA is however concerned that the bill, as currently drafted, may not provide sufficient protections 

for satirical, artistic and educational activities. Satire particularly is an essential element of public 

discourse and can be a powerful tool for highlighting issues and in holding governments to account.  

Any attempt by government to suppress satirical expression is by definition an attack of freedom of 

expression, and may breach the implied right to political speech, one of the few constitutional civil 

liberties protections available to Australians. 

EFA therefore calls on the Committee to recommend a strong, unambiguous and unqualified 

exception for satirical works. 

EFA recommends that this concern may be alleviated by removing the word "genuine" from the 

proposed div. 150.1(7) definition of conduct (see: "conduct does not include conduct engaged in 

solely for genuine satirical, academic or artistic purposes").  

EFA makes this recommendation as the term "genuine" is material to this provision and introduces 

an unnecessary, potentially ambiguous and unhelpful caveat to the definition of satirical, artistic and 

educational activities. 
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