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Thank you for the opportunity to provide the Parliamentary Joint Committee on Intelligence
and Security with this submission to the Inquiry into the Telecommunications and Other
Legislation Amendments Bill 2016 (the Bill).

The Office of the Australian Information Commissioner (OAIC) is an independent
Commonwealth statutory agency. The OAIC was established by the Australian Parliament to
bring together three functions:

e privacy functions (protecting the privacy of individuals under the Privacy Act 1988 (Privacy
Act), and other Acts)

e freedom of information functions (access to information held by the Commonwealth
Government in accordance with the Freedom of Information Act 1982), and

e information management functions (as set out in the Information Commissioner Act 2010).
| provided comments on exposure drafts of the Bill* and was consulted on relevant revisions

that have been made to the Bill and the Explanatory Memorandum. While the Bill and
accompanying Explanatory Memorandum have addressed most issues raised in my earlier

L OAIC, Submission to Attorney-General’s Department on the Telecommunications Sector Security Reforms (August 2015) —
available at https://www.oaic.gov.au/engage-with-us/submissions/submission-to-attorney-general-s-department-on-the-
telecommunications-sector-security-reforms; OAIC, Second exposure draft of the Telecommunications and other Legislation
Amendment Bill 2015 — submission to Attorney-General’s Department (18 January 2016) — available at
https://www.oaic.gov.au/engage-with-us/submissions/second-exposure-draft-of-the-telecommunications-and-other-
legisiation-amendment-bill-2015-submission-to-attorney-general-s-department.
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extended beyond commercial information to apply to ‘personal information’ as defined in the

Privacy Act.

Yours sincerely

Tim:::c?/Pil j
Australian Ififormation Commissioner

Australian Privacy Commissioner

8 February 2017
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