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Senate Education and Employment References Committee 
Questions on Notice to QTU– Friday 25 September 2015 

Brisbane, QLD 
Inquiry into students with disabilities 

 
1. HANSARD, PAGE 22 

 
Senator McKenzie:  Thank you. You made mention of the whole Gonski agreement. I thought we 
might get the facts on the table. I appreciate you going to that. The federal government at the 
time—the Labor government—removed $794.3 million of federal funding to the Queensland 
education system; is that correct? 
Mr Bates:  I could not answer specifically. I can try to find that out but— 

Senator McKENZIE:  How much money did they remove as a result of Queensland at the time 
deciding not to sign up to Gonski? 

Mr Bates:  I am not aware of the figure. 

Senator McKENZIE:  You are not aware? 

Mr Bates:  No. 

Senator McKENZIE:  And you represent the state education department? I am sure your union 
actually funded a significant Gonski campaign— 

Mr Bates:  Yes, we did. 

Senator McKENZIE:  We had a previous conversation about it at another inquiry. 

Mr Bates:  Yes. 

Senator McKENZIE:  You are that passionate about it and federal funding into state schools in this 
state but you have no idea when a different colour of government removes nearly $800 million of 
federal funding? 

Mr Bates:  It was some time ago, Senator. I do not have the— 

Senator McKENZIE:  That is incredible. Anyway, I look forward to your answer on notice. I would 
like to know what your union did at the time to advocate for the return of that funding. 

 
2. HANSARD, PAGE 24 

 
Senator McKENZIE:  We have teachers and principals out there that have no idea the disability 
standards exist. We heard that the other day. 

Mr Bates:  That has been an area of significant professional development— 

Senator McKENZIE:  Again, more nods from the room. 



Mr Bates:  It is an area of significant professional development in Queensland. Teachers and 
principals have been through training and professional development around the Disability 
Discrimination Act and the standards. 

Senator McKENZIE:  Who runs that training? 

Mr Bates:  It has been developed by the department and run by the department. It is the employer. 

Senator McKENZIE:  How long has that been going? 

Mr Bates:  I would have to take it on notice to share, but it is several years. 

Senator McKENZIE:  Right. 

 































































































Senate Education and Employment References Committee 
Questions on Notice to the Gold Coast Dyslexia Support Group – Friday 25 September 2015 

Brisbane, QLD 
Inquiry into students with disabilities 

 

1. HANSARD, PAGE 44 
 

Senator SIEWERT:  All of what you said is really useful evidence, but can we go back to the issue 
around unverified disability. You have obviously been lobbying to change that? 

Ms Woodley:  Yes. 

Senator SIEWERT:  What has been the response from governments? I suspect that you have been 
doing it for a long time. What has been the response on that? 

Ms Woodley:  Funding.  

Mrs Ross:  Unfortunately, the leader of our group is overseas at Disneyland at the moment.  

Mrs Shultz:  She is the one who has been fundamental in the lobbying.  

Mrs Ross:  She has been doing so much work in relation to all of this. So it would be a Tanya 
question. 

Ms Woodley:  She said that she is happy to supply that later. 

I have met with both former state and federal education ministers and both gave a similar response, that it is 
consider it too costly to include dyslexia in the verified disability list due to the high incidence of dyslexia. 
The inclusion of dyslexia in the National Collection of Consistent Data (NCCD) would potentially lead schools into 
providing desperately needed support with the provision of differentiated instruction and supplementary 
adjustments if it is implemented as intended. I have reservations that the NCCD will be sufficient for two reasons: 
1. Unallocated funding is distributed at the discretion of school leaders under the model of school autonomy. 
Currently most schools are using their literacy funding on whole language and balanced literacy programs that are 
ineffective for most children and not supported by an evidence base. Secondly, learning support is often allocated to 
improving the lower to middle bands of NAPLAN. The 'tail' with the lowest performing students are encouraged to 
be withdrawn by parents so there is no negative impact on the school's NAPLAN data (and image) on OneSchool. If 
you look at the statistics, up to 10-11% of students are withdrawn by parents in some schools. These are usually 
unidentified and unsupported students with dyslexia. At the moment, these children are receiving inappropriate 
instruction and no intervention so they are the 'tail' that slips through the cracks. 
2. As you have heard at the Senate Inquiry, there is a real stigma attached to dyslexia. Both schools and education 
authorities are using the unverified status of dyslexia as a 'get-out-of-gaol' free card. They can legitimately claim a 
lack of resources and unjustifiable hardship as reasons for not providing support and the current legislation allows 
this to happen. 

2. HANSARD, PAGE 44 
 

Senator SIEWERT:  We call that taking it on notice. If you could do that, that would be really 
helpful work to look at. In your submission, you talk about the fact that this thing plays out into the 
NDIS. Have you had discussions with the state government about it playing out there? 



Mrs Ross:  I know that Tanya has met with Queensland state government members, but I am not 
sure what has come of that. 

Senator SIEWERT:  It would be appreciated if you could take that on notice. NDIS can get around 
the issue of diagnosis, so I am wondering whether this is a Queensland thing, and I do not mean that 
in a negative way.  

Mrs Ross:  No. Every state is different— 

Senator SIEWERT:  Or whether it is because of the way the NDIS process is going to roll out here, 
or whether there has already been some confirmation that is in fact what is going to happen. 

Mrs Butler-Lind:  I do not think anything has happened yet, but I know that Tanya is definitely 
pushing for it. 

Senator SIEWERT:  If you could take that on notice, because it is obviously a significant issue if it is 
playing out into the NDIS. 

I have attended forums in Queensland where the inclusion of dyslexia in the NDIS was discussed. Again we 
encountered roadblocks very early in the discussion. The issue of the high prevalence was alarming to both 
education authorities and other lobby groups - they feel they already have inadequate funding and do not want 
current funding to be further split and allocated to with children with dyslexia. 
 
In conclusion, despite a significant and growing awareness for dyslexia, we have made no progress with 
consideration of the inclusion of dyslexia for either verification or the NDIS. 
 



Senate Education and Employment References Committee 
Questions on Notice for Mr Michael Ward– Friday 25 September 2015 

Brisbane, QLD 
Inquiry into students with disabilities 

1. HANSARD, PAGE 59 
 
Senator McKENZIE:  Have you used, and are you aware of, the Outside the Square resource? 

Mr Ward:  Is that the dyslexia? 

Senator McKENZIE:  Yes. 

Mr Ward:  Some of my staff would have accessed that, yes. 

Senator McKENZIE:  On notice, if you could ask them how they find it, I would appreciate getting 
some feedback on that particular initiative. 

On p. 59 Senator McKenzie asked me a question on notice – namely,  how my staff found the 
Dyslexia resource ‘Outside the Square’.  My reply is – that it was made available to some of my staff 
by parents who were familiar with this resource. 

 

2. HANSARD, PAGE 60 
 

Senator McKENZIE:  What are the needs that the Queensland government— 

Mr Ward:  Around literacy and numeracy performance. It has been given to us with a clear mandate 
around improving that, particularly in the early years in primary schools. We do have a fair bit of 
discretion around how we can deploy that money, but we have been given that brief with it. 

Senator McKENZIE:  So rural and regional students do not factor in? Indigeneity does not factor 
in? 

Mr Ward:  They may. I would have to look it up. 

Senator McKENZIE:  I would appreciate having some understanding of that, because I assumed 
that Queensland would have had a needs-based funding model to distribute that money. 

On p. 60  Senator McKenzie was interested in further information regarding the needs 
loading  factors used  in allocating the coalition federal government education funding.  The only 
information I have been able to find regarding this is: 

“The funding will include base components calculated using student enrolments and loading 
components to provide additional resources based on student and school characteristics and 
student achievements in English and mathematics.” 

Exact formulas are not accessible to school personnel. 




