Response to “Impact of Past Adoption Practices” Summary of key issues from
Australian Research — FINAL REPORT.

Executive Summary:

Themes identified in the research literature:

EXECUTIVE
SUMMARY

Themes identified in
research literature

No recognition of Stolen
Generation Issues —
removed children put into
foster then adoption
processes after
institutional homes shut
down.

Major discrepancy —
excluding practices
relating to Aboriginal
people where Assimilation
was the motive.

Key Messages Empirical research ??? Advice from England in
how to deal with Native
People — Assimilation /
Annihilation / Genocide
1 Introduction Bringing Them Home Major discrepancy —

- Searching relevant
research literature

Report
SNAICC reports

excluding specific reports
and data available.

- Terminology

Stolen White Generation

Insult to Aboriginal
people. This is about
Genocidal practices from
one culture to another.
Non-aboriginal issue is
that they did it to their own

2. Key Themes
Range of people involved

No representation by Nat
Linkup network or other
knowledgeable/recognized
person/organization.

Didn’t they bother — too
hard basket

Plead ignorance to identify
someone.

2.2 Grief, loss & trauma

Aboriginal women forces,
no choice.

Unknown, did not
understand what they were
signing. Could not read
English..

Forged signatures.

BTH report.

2.3 Solving 3 social
problems

Where is Genocide or
Assimilation Policy
mentioned.

BTH report
SNAICC report.

2.4 Choice & coercion

Cultural Dishonour used as
tool to manipulate.
See 2.2 above
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2.5 Secrecy & shame

See 2.4/2.2
(- - forget about
child as if passed away.




2.6 Reunion experiences

Linkup Statistics

Linkup organizations / Bth
REPORT.

4.3

Parents of adoption
children.

Lied to

Guilt of child to find
aboriginal family/identify
Inability of parents to
understand or get advice.

Conclusion:
“responsible” (pg23 par 5)

The Australian
Government > King &
Queen > British Law

Australia is part of the
Commonwealth NOT a
Republic.

Aboriginal people need to
look at the legal case of
Maralinga cleanup to take
genocide back to the
British Parliament and the

REFERENCES

Slack

BTH Report

SNAICC reports

Linkup reports

Adoption & Family
Information Service
reports of State Adoption
Services.

Heather Shearer
SA Abotiginal Delegate
1/4/2010.




Teleconference Agenda

Topic — Impact of past adoption practices: Summary
of key issues from Australian research

Thursday 1 April 2pm — 3pm (AEDST)

To join the teleconference, please dial: 1800 009 263.

You will be asked to enter a pin number. The pin number is: 51718#.

Time | Detail Who
2:00 Welcome Cate McKenzie, FaHCSIA
2:05 Overview of key themes and findings Dr Darryl Higgins,
contained in - Impact of past adoption Australian Institute of
practices: Summary of key issues from Family Studies (AIFS)
Australian research (AIFS Report)
2:15 Discussion of AIFS Report Dr Darryl Higgins,
Australian Institute of
Family Studies (AIFS)
2155 Close Cate McKenzie, FAHCSIA
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Links to online chat forum

“Forgotten Australians” Website www.originsharp.com
incl. links to Origins Qld, SA, USA & Canada

After 15 Years of fighting for justice

We Have A National Inquiry

New $outh Wales
Lily  (02) 9604-9352

Central Coast

Loma 02 4325-7460
Maureen 02 4324- 1754
Dina 02-4976-2615

Neweastle
Theresa 02496 33482

SSERREERRERERETE

o0 OoOPOPOOPOEODO®

See inside for more details

State Support Network

Queensland Linda Bryant

(Coordinator) Origins Qld

0403169509
Cairng

Judy 07 4036-1232
Vieteria

Elizabeth 0398120215
Lyn 03 54764264
Jeanie 0353672203
Janet 0415608711
Tasmeania

Bill 0427524387

Origins affiliate USA
Director

Karen Butterbaugh

karenwb@erols.com

Origins Canada

Bryony
mailto:brvonv(@pacificcoa
st.net

Please remember that
our eontacts are not
trained counsellors



Welcome to our first newsletter for 2011 we hope
that our members have had a peaceful and happy
Christmas and New Year.

Many events have marked the beginning of this year,
needless to say the Inquiry has dominated our
attention over the past couple of months.

It has also been necessary for the Inquiry to extend
the deadline for submissions now to the 31* of
March 2011. If you are having difficulty writing
your submission please contact us on the numbers
on the front of the newsletter, or if you choose we
have enclosed with this newsletter a one page
submission to copy and send to the Inquiry, there is
one for mothers and also one for adoptees, so please
send something in and have your name recorded for
the record

The submissions are now starting to appear on the
Senate site and are being sent from all over the
world to support us so if anyone wants to speak or
be interviewed in any media please let me or the
committee know

Our Senate Facebook is a great way of letting
people know what is happening and also for giving
support so if you are on the internet please drop in
and say hello

The committee of Origins has been busy all over the
holidays collecting and collating evidence to present
to the Inquiry and our principle submission on the
Commonwealth responsibilities has reach four file
folders.

I would like to thank Lizzie who has been relentless
in putting together a historical overview of how
adoption evolved from the late 1890s into the
unlawful period once seen in its entirety the whole
picture can be see of how this phenomena took on a
life of its own

I would also like to thank Linda in Queensland for
holding the “fort” and collecting evidence for Qld
mothers and Elizabeth and her team in Victoria for
their efforts as well

The principle Origins submission will consist of an
electronic timeline accompanied by the principle
submission plus smaller submissions on relevant

issues and part (b) the framework resolution for
Commonwealth and States, if you would like to add
comment please let us know

I would like to thank and welcome back some of our
old members and also welcome our new members
who have joined us to help us with our work a
special hello to Neil.

I would also like to thank those who have sent
donations to help spread the word, our last
newsletter was sent to the whole membership base
and electronic distribution brought the mail out to
over 1,000 notifications of the Inquiry

Although this has started out to be a positive year it
has also seen the sadness and tragedy of the loss of
one of our beautiful mothers Rozanne, who many of
you will know personally.

Rozanne died suddenly on the 8th of February a
tragic loss to her husband Jose and daughter
Katherine and son Stephen, we who knew her will
mourn her loss deeply

The committee would also like to acknowledge
Virginia who is also a well known mother and long
time supporter of Origins, Virginia is currently in
Sutherlandshire hospital battling cancer, her friends
may like to offer her their support by visiting her
and saying hello, we are all praying that she will
come back to good health and join us once again at
our functions. We would also like to let our
members know that Wendy is going well and is
recovering day by day she can be visited at
Wyoming Nursing Home Ashfield

We would also like to express our disappointment
that other adoption organisations have failed to
properly inform their members of the Inquiry and
would also like to stress that we have been working
closely with the Stolen Generations and Forgotten
Australians to make sure that those mothers and
adoptees are also acknowledged in the Inquiry

This hopefully will be a year where we look forward
to some recognition and justice and also a year
where Origins will have to renew its direction and its
view for the future, any suggestions for our aims and
objectives would be most welcome

Finally we would like to thank those who have made
a submission to the Inquiry we commend your
courage and thank you for supporting us at this
historic time we pray that we will all find some
peace and resolution after the report has been
brought down ... Cheers from the Committee



In Remembrance

Of Rozanne

Rozanne, a beloved wife, mother, friend, a Maori
Princess and an Origins long time member, known
for her outgoing friendly and positive nature.
Rozanne was a person of unlimited generosity of
spirit and support to those in need, we will mourn
her passing with deep sorrow

(€ 1)

Apology Day
Was marked this year at Westmead Children’s
Hospital where we set up a stall and celebrated
with cupcakes and info
On Stolen Generations and Forced adoption, many
thanks to Rita our indigenous coordinator for her
help
Well done Rita

(C 2.0
Are you a Financial Member?
Find out by the code on the address label on
the envelope
F = financial, D = membership is due,
U = un-financial, C = complimentary
[¢3425)

Forgotten Australians

The committee would also like to thank
Pamella for her hard work and dedication to
the FAs and also to our “forced adoption”
focus, Pamella is also affected by forced
adoption as well as being a Forgotten
Australian she continues to represent us at a
national level on the Forgotten Australians
Alliance... thank you Pamella
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Many thanks

also to Theresa in Newcastle who is
busy holding meetings and lobbying
her local members of parliament,
Therese has managed to get two of her
local members to donate $100 each to
Origins Well done Theresa !!!

S

Journey of Life Project
(Funded by FACHSIA)
Is still going well and we have been holding art
workshops with the elders at Hoxton Park Elders
Groups we have also have been on a couple of
excursions with the elders to places of interest

Just before Christmas we celebrated with a
Christmas lunch at the Botany Bay Seafood
Restaurant where a good time was had by all

On the 18th of February we will celebrate Auntie
Marge’s 70" Birthday at Mounties Sports Club. The
funding for this project is nearly at an end and we
are glad to report that we have utilised the grant to
its full advantage in supporting Stolen Generations
with the near weekly workshops, excursions, welfare



support and information sharing amongst other
things, a little money has gone a long way and
hopefully there may be another event and more

funding along the way

Cupcakes galore were given away at Westmead for
the 3™ Anniversary of the Apology to the Aboriginal
People of Australia many thanks to Rita and her
colleagues we gave away over 200 cupcakes and
novelties the cakes were made by Rita’s
granddaughter Jade and tested by Rita’s great
grandkids Thanks Nanna Rita _

Need Help?
We know that it may be a difficult time for you if
you are writing up your submission if you need
support please call us or if you are on the
internet please join our Senate Facebook the
link can be found on our website
www.originsnsw.com under the Senate Inquiry

page

Language (Lizzie Bew)

What is a 'biological mother'? A biological mother is
a mother only in virtue of having given birth...not.
This language has been carefully chosen (like
gestational carrier) to neutralize motherhood for the
benefit of parties which seek to exploit the poor and
vulnerable, as adoption agents actively seek to
procure babies as commodities for their industry.
They must promote the idea that it is OK for PAPs
to aspire to deny a child access to its mother from
birth - that such is a morally neutral act. Birthmother
is a term which grew up with a period not of "forced
adoption" (forced adoption is an illegal institution)
but baby theft and holier-than-thou contempt for
unmarried mothers by the adoption industry thriving
in the early fifties in Australia and other English-

S ing nations. Sometimes PAPs were trained to
tell the child that adoption was the loving act of
his/her mother. Other times they would advise:
"Don't sugarcoat the answer." But the bottom line is
this. An adopted child will always yearn for the
reasons, though if those reasons are wrong
(immoral) will assess them as such. Adopted
children, unfortunately, are told so many lies in the
interests of others. Adoption is not a morally neutral
act; hence why the new emphasis on providing
justification for the permanent loss of the living.
Adoption removes hope and belief in human
capacity; hence all the suicide, macabre memorials
(WA State apology) and other fallout.

Please tear off and return with
subscription fee

$UBSCRIPTION TO MEMBERSHIP

PLEASE nete Change of Address

If you wish to become a financial member or renew
your membership please send application form
provided along with subscription fee to:

'ORIGINS SPSA Inc'

P.O. Box W18

Fairfield West N.$.W. 2165

Address

Telephone....................
Annual Membership:
$25.00............Full rate
$10.00...........Concession

Donation......$.uee.

DATE / /
To ensure you receive your newsletter please
inform us of any change of address.




Your name and address

Delete what is not applicable

Re Senate Inquiry into
“Commonwealth contribution to former forced adoption policies and practices

Department of the Senate
PO Box 6100

Parliament House
Canberra ACT 2600

Dear Committee

I would dearly like to be able to present a submission to the above Inquiry but due to the emotional
turmoil of reliving the most painful and traumatic event in my life, I am unable to do so

I would like to state that the consent to the adoption of my child was given without information of my
legal rights

I gave birth to my child at (name and location of hospital) on the (date of birth)

I was /not allowed to see my child after birth

I was/ not given information in regard to foster care for my child

I was/ not informed of any life long future regret if I surrendered my child for adoption

I was not given information on financial assistance that would enable me to keep my child

Finally I would like to say that:

As citizen of the Commonwealth of Australia resident in ... State... ....
I had an inalienable right to protection under the Australian Constitution and the Common

Law of this country

As an Australian citizen, the Commonwealth affords me protection from the unlawful and
harmful actions that threaten my right to life, liberty and justice from those who would deny
me these rights, within and without, the borders of Australia i

Please accept this as my submission

Yours Sincerely



Your name and address here
Strike out what is not applicable

Re Senate Inquiry into

“Commonwealth contribution to former forced adoption policies and practices

Department of the Senate
PO Box 6100

Parliament House
Canberra ACT 2600

Dear Committee

I would dearly like to be able to present a full submission to the above Inquiry but due to the
emotional turmoil of addressing the most painful and traumatic event in my life, I am unable to do so

As an adopted person I believe that I may have been the victim of “forced adoption practices™ at the
time of my birth (name and location of hospital) on the (date of birth)

I would like to ask whether the committee can determine that the consent to my adoption was given
freely by my mother and with information of my legal rights to be cared for by her, as my sole legal
guardian. In that:

Was or /not allowed to see me after birth
She was or/ not given information in regard to foster care until she was in a position to care

for me?

Was she offered information on financial benefits that enable her to keep me?

Was she informed of any life long future regret if she surrendered me for adoption?

Was she informed of the life long mental health and identity problems of adopted children
known since at the every least 19427

Finally I would like to say that:
As citizen of the Commonwealth of Australia resident in (... State...)

I had an inalienable right to protection under the Australian Constitution and the Common
Law of this country

As an Australian citizen, the Commonwealth affords me protection from the unlawful and
harmful actions that threatened my right to life, liberty and justice from those who would
deny me these rights, within and without, the borders of Australia

And as a Australian citizen my rights to be brought up with my own natural family were
breached with little or undue consideration of my future welfare

Please accept this as my submission

Yours Sincerely
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Origins Inc New South Wales
Adoption Support

Home
Origins
International
Senate Inguiry
Petition
Qrigins Response
to West Australia
Apology
ASFA (Australians
Separated by
Forced Adoption)

Origins Response
to AIFS Report
Origins Charter

Margaret

rowaiion  OQprigins Inc Supporting People
to AIFS Report

O1d Adopiion Separated by Adoption

Media

On-Line Origins has now gone international follow our link on the
Adoption,Removal, - .
navigation bar

Separation Forum
Time Line
History of Adoption
(Dian Wellfare)

Dedication Page

s St Breaking News
" Dllane: - We have a Senate

e Inquiry into "Forced

Rebbecca's Law

Oril e vy
Heag;hnéo?‘lﬂferer:ce a dop t’ On !
Papers
Media

S

Partiamentary Senate calls inquiry into forced adoptions

Adoption Inquiry
Sec 39 Posted Mon Nov 15, 2010 9:30pm AEDT
Queensland
Adoption Crimes The Senate is to inquire into the Commonwealth's role in the forced adoption policies

and Breaches from the 1940s to the 1980s.
Mental Health

Damage Greens Senator Rachel Siewert has won support of the Senate for the issue to be
Stories and Poetry considered by the Community Affairs References Committee.

Life's Journey
Project There have been calls for a national inquiry into the practice of forcing unwed mothers to

Z
=

Fathers Speak Out give up their babies.

Wake Up Little

Suzie Western Australia's Parliament has already issued a formal apology to women affected

by the practice.

http://www.originsnsw.com/index.htm] 1/11/2010
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Forgotten
Australians

Rememberance
Page
Photos
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Our Office
Becoming a
Member
Subscription Form

Searching
Information

Stolen Generations

Alliance
Link-Up
Qur Philosphy

Searching for
Reunion

Contact Us

http://www.orlginsnsw.com/index.html
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http://www.aph.gov.au/Senate/committee/inguiries/index.htm

Join this Facebook for regular updates

http://www.facebook.com/home.php?sk=group 141502909234775

Please sign our Petition for a National Inquiry
here http://www.originsnsw.com/id35.html

Who or what is Origins?

o The Evolution of Origins - Our History
o Our Achievements - NSW Inquiry into lllegal Adoption
Practices - A World Precedent
o Our Aims and Objectives

Our History (Australia)

Thank you for taking the interest to visit our Home Page. Before |
introduce you to our organization, Origins Inc., | would like to
acknowledge that without the tremendous work carried out by

national organizations such as Adoption Triangle, ARMS, Jigsaw

and others who lobbied and fought hard to change adoption
legislation that enabled mothers and children access to identifying
information, our own organization, Origins Inc., may not have
evolved. As it was the hope that we may finally be permitted to
meet the children born to us that became the key to our freedom. It
allowed many of us to begin facing the nightmare of our past and
to begin seeing clearly for the first time.

Had legislation not been passed, we may never have been
prompted to delve into and uncover the illicit activities of the
adoption industry - and history would have continued to write of
the decades between the 1950°'s and 1980°s as being the only
period in the history of humankind where young mothers defied
nature itself and ‘willingly' surrendered their own newborns en-
masse to strangers.

Origins Inc. Was founded in 1995 by a small group of mothers who,
having lost their children to adoption, were being continuously re-
traumatised each time so-called experts and health professional
minimised and invalidated the severe emotional anguish, trauma,
and grief left in the wake of their adoption experience, assuming
that we, as mothers, should have accepted the loss of our living
babies - as if it were possible to do that.

Along with the perpetual violation we felt in having so-called
adoption professionals and others justifying and exonerating
themsleves of their own complicity in this scandalous practice,
that had preyed upon our vunerable state when we were too
young, and too oppressed to know how to fight this wicked
system, by hearing adoption of newborns now being referred to as
a social phenomenon of a social era that is passed - rather than
the illicit raping of babies from their mothers that it was - we
decided enough was enough.

18/11/2010
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With everyone adroitly avoiding the truth, at our expense, we
realised that by remaining silent we had inadvertantly become the
"keepers of the lie” and we knew that until mothers began
speaking out publically about our abusive and inhuman treatment -
the myths, lies and deceit upon which adoption has thrived, would
continue to harm the emotional well-being of our children, and we
as their mothers would be colluding in our own abuse.

Having researched, we discovered that losing our babies had been
entirely avoidable had our legal rights not been contravened. So
we made the illicit adoption practices the focal point of our
organisation. The law was the only weapon we had to force people
to bother to listen to us, and not continue to minimise and dismiss
our plight. It was really our cry for acknowledgement of the trauma
we were experiencing as a result of these practices.

We have uncovered much more than we originally intended to.

Reading this Home Page will open your eyes to what will come to
be seen as a shocking, socially engineered programme of
separating babies from their mothers at birth. Having nothing
whatsoever to do with the interest of the newborn infant.

The adoption of infants at birth has been a socially contrived -
sanctioned evil designed to control illegitimacy at the expense of
both mother and child.

Our Aims And Objectives.

Support:To provide confidential support and information through:
a telephone service available to people separated by adoption and
regular support meetings where mothers have the freedom to
speak and be heard in a safe place.

Healing: To promote the process of healing the emotional damage
caused by adoption separation and and secrecy.

Reunion: To assist in the reunion of family members separated by
adoption.

Awareness: To promote community awareness and understanding
of the lifelong consequences and social issues associated with
adoption separation.

Research: To encourage and promote research in to the mental
health consequences and social issues associated with adoption.

Redress: To seek acknowledgement, validation, accountability and
redress for negligent adoption practices.

Reform: To encourage and promote legislative, social and
administrative reforms that address the needs of the people
already separated by adoption, and which promote systems of
secure, alternative child care that respect the ongoing needs and
dignity of both mother and child as an alternative to permanent
separation

http://www .originsnsw.com/index.html 18/11/2010
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Liason: To liase with any Government departments or other
agency, body or individual who may assist in promoting the aims
and objectives of Origins.

Newsletter: To offer our members a quarterly newsletter.

Origins Postal Address

Origins Inc.
P.O. Box W18
Fairfield West NSW 2165

Phone (02) 9604 9352

"and there follows a mist and a weeping rain
..... and life is never the same again.”

.

L )

Adoption Counselling

By a Trained Origins Counsellor
Reasonable Rate
Evelyn Johanna
0417060578
Confidential

Contact us click here

Submit Now

| susscriBE

To recieve the latest newsletters and updates on
Origins send $25 AU for a full years subscription

To change your subscription settings, click here.

Save our Childre
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Need a lawyer?
Shad Berens
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_ lq bq Males | Females| Total

jnder one year e ..l 463 496 959
Dne year <5 wap ' 34 37 71
rom two to five years incl. wi 105 88 193
rom $ix Lo twelve years .. 80 66 146
rom thirteen to fifteeri years i 18 17 35
From sixteen to twenty-one years , . 10 27 37
wenty-one years and over i 3, 4 . 7
Totals 713 . 735 1,448

: ILegitimate children adopted 75, 920 | 165
llegitimate children adopted 638 645 1,283
Totals s L 713 735 1,448

Three males. and four females over the age of 21 years
were adopted. Since the operation of “The Adoption of
B Children Acts, 1964 to 1967, such adoptions can be made,
conditional upon the person being single and being maintained
and reared for a considerable period by the prospecting
‘adopting parent or parents,

A good liaison has been maintained with the Department
of Aboriginal and Island Affairs, and efforts are continuing
to secure placements with Aboriginal parents for coloured,
children available for adoption. There is a reticence on
 the part of Aboriginal mothers to consent to the adoption |
| of their children, and whilst there is a general acceptance
 of responsibility to care for the children of other Aborigines,~
i there is not the same motivation to adopt children as exists
i in the white community. Applications are received from
 time to time from members of the white community to adopt
. Aboriginal children, but the Department exercises extreme
care in this area because of the high risk of the application
being motivated by sentiment. .

Enquiries continue to be received for theadoption of
' Vietnamese and other Asian children, and it has. been
® possible to meet the needs of these applicants by the place-
& ment of children of Asian extraction born in Queensland. In
- the case of Vietnamese children, -it has been made quite
' clear that the Vietnamese Government does not favour the
- adoption of their children by people in foreign countries, -

PROTECTION OF CHILDREN

“The Children's Services Act of 1965 (Part VHI)
requires that, with specific exceptions, persons who are non-
& relatives and have children under 10 years apart from their
i parents in their custody for a period longer than 48 hours
must be registered with the Department of Children’s Services.
This registration also includes the premises where the children
will live. These provisions of the Act are designed to ensure
. that the environment .is satisfactory and not prejudicial to
the interests of children. In these circumstances placement is
made by the parents by private arrangement. The registered
aersons are not foster parents within the meaning of the

ct.

: Seventy-eight persons and premises were registered to care
¥ for children under ten years of age at 30th June, 1969, and
& there were 95 children in this form of ‘care. A total of 38
children were placed in this way during the year, and 23 were
- removed from such care. Officers of the Department visit
. these registered persons and premises from time to time
. !0 ensure compliance ‘with the conditions of registration
Is being maintained.

3 Part VIII of the Act provides also for notification within
- @ prescribed period, of births and deaths of illegitimate
children, as well as containing provisions dealing with the
ill-treatment, neglect and abandonment of children, together
with powers to deal with offenders and to protect children.

. During the year 1968-69, there were 3,196 ex-nuptial
births notified to the Department, representing an increase of

7 over the previous year, This represents an increase of
2:8 per cent. over'the previous year, as against 7-6 per cent.
in 1967-68 over:1968-69. The continued increase in the num-
ber of children born out of wedlock remains a matter of con-
cern. However, in interpreting these statistics, regard must be
had for the fact that a substantial number of the children are
’0rn into de facto associations, many of which provide a
Stable home life for the children. During the year, 621
i nfants were born to such associations and 409 were to
. Married women. The number of illegitimate children adopted
. “Uning the year was 1,283,

The seven homes in Queensland providing accommodation
unmarried mothers have ‘continued 1o be fully occupied.
o esc Homes are conducted by the Roman Catholic Church,
(,‘c Anglican Church, the Salvation Army, the Presbyterian
Church“and the Methodist Church (Life Line). They render
* very valuable service, helping girls through a most difficult

for

TinavRes PUITEA L W BULD ITTEAWT M\ Unifdad subsidizes capital expenditure, including altérations and

" 'months, ‘or both fine and imprisonment. 'In addition, the pro-

[_\ (b) An increase in the amount of family assistance
/ payable to a parent when not in receipt of a
b Commonwealth Social Service benefit to make

improvements by Denominational bodies at these Homes.

The incidence of proven cases of cruelty to children is
comparatively Jow. Many complaints of cruelty involving
children- are received b% the Department, but, in a majority -
of cases, investigation shows that there is no substance in the-
complaints. There are others in which there is insufficient
"evidence to bring a charge; in many instances the .persons
making the complaints do not want to be involved in any
legal outcome, : ' :

-The Department is ever vigilant in relation to child
cruelty, and it makes immediate enquiries into complaints and
suspected cases, There is also a close liaison with the Police
*Department in this direction. The Hospital Service also
co-operates closely and brings under notice for investigation,
any cases of suspected “battering”. ,

The penalties under the Children’s Services Act for  i:
cruelty .to children are $400 or imprisonment for twelve

visions of the Criminal Code apply. Thirty-two parents or
guardians were prosecuted for offences committed on thildren
during the year 1968-69. These offences involved attempted
murder, incest, manslaughter, bodily and grievous bodily harm,
indecently dealing, assault on a female and ill-treatment.

LEGISLATION

“The Children's Services Act of 1965" and “The Adoption
of Children Acts, 1964 to 1967" were not amended during
the year.

“The Children’s Services Regulations were, however,
amended on 17th October, 1968, to provide for:—

(a) An increase from $6.50 to $7.50 in the amount
paid weekly to Denominational Institutions and
foster parents for the “maintenance of children
in care, this Regulation being effective from 3rd
November, 1968; and

such amount consistent with the increase granted
at that- time by the Commonwealth to “A" class
\\gggws. This increase applied from 13th October,
.1968.

>~ Regulations to prescribe the conduct and standard of
child care centres have not proceeded because of legal
difficulties which may involve an amendment of “The
Children’s Services Act of 1965.”

/

CONFERENCE OF CHILD WELFARE
ADMINISTRATORS

The tenth annual Conference of Child Welfare Adminis-
trators was held in Sydney from 28th April to 2nd May,
1969. This Conference comprises representatives from the
States and -Commonwealth Territories, and this year also
included the New Zealand Director- of Child Welfare.

Tt discusses matters of  interstate co-operation, such as
proposals for legislation to control the interstate movement
of children in care, as well as the functioning of uniform
adoption legislation.

The conference discussions with regard to adoption were
based on a report ﬁreparcd by Commonwealth- and State
Adoption Officers following a meeting held in Sydney on
18th and 19th March, 1969. This Conference of Adoption
-Officers reviewed existing procedures, as well as the functioning
of the uniform legislation. As a result of the discussion of
the report of this Conference by the Child Welfare Adminis-
trators, recommendations will be forthcoming to further
improve adoption processes.

The Conference of Child Welfare Administrators' has
again provided a valuable avenue of contact between Directors
of Child Welfare throughout Australia and New Zealand
and, - without doubt, has been instrumental in facilitating
co-operation between the States and Commonwealth Territories,
as well as the Sister Dominion.

NORTHERN DISTRICT

Of the 841 children associated with the Department
in the Northern District, there are 238 children in care, 515
assisted children and 88 children under supervision. Apart
from supervision, the number of children in these categories
is lower than in 1967-68. The increase in the number of
children under supervision is, of course, reflected throughout
the State generally.

The daily average number of children resident at
“Carramar” was 36 as against 33 in 1967-68 and 24 in 1966-

There were 28 children in residence at 1st July, 1968,
and 29 al the close of the year. There were, however, 337
movements of children to and from the Home, as compared
with 298 in the previous year. The pgreatest number of
children in residence at any one time was 44, and there




mluvs

the white cOmmuiny swe

. ADOPTION R o
Tive . i . % 3 ] ; f this area ODecauas
WThe Adoption of Children Acts, 1964 to 1967," empowet the Department, cXercisces extreme care 10 . 8. .
_Director, !Dcparl:nent of Children’s Services, to arrange 2§I]1$E1%nlhlgh risk of the applicaton being motivated by

options and make adoption orders.

== The Department of Children’s Services is the only
biion authority in Queensland. The Acts do not permil
_J operation of private adoption agencies, s is the cuse
Tsome other States of Australia. Unless a child is 1o be
jopted by 2 relative, any private adoption arrangements
== jllegal and constitute an offence under the Acls. :

| “I'he Department conducts all matters relating to adoption
a strictly confidential busis and endeavours 10 eifect
he mosl appropriate placements for the children, whose
rests in every respect  arc paramount. Persons  who
ire to adopt children should therefore have no hesitation
— contacting the Department.

A total of 1371 adoption orders, 15 less than in 1966-67,
re made during the year. The number of applications
i adopt children has, on the other hand, increased by 89
_} 1,735. These figures indicate that the waiting periad in
some categories  has lengthened. There are, however, @
number of factors which the Acts require the Director to

jke into consideration and which cause variation in waiting

mn

me. These factors relate to age Of applicants, physical
ppearance. state of health, education, religious upbringing
and convictions, and that the welfare and interesis of the
child will be promoted by the placement with particular
pplicants. The Director must also \ake into conmsideration
ny wish that 2 natural parent €Xpresscs in regard 1o the
—religion in which the child shall be raised.

particulars of adoption activities arc contained in the
&collowing 1ablesi— ;

i Applications received 1,735
. Adoption orders issued 1,371
Applications refused 6
e Applicalions withdrawn 54
J Applications deferred 58
Adopted by spoust 261
Adopted by relatives 68
= Adopted by non-relatives 1,042
_i . OCCUPATIONS OF ADOPTERS
|
) Prt:nfessiomat]l,1 ; i Farmers
- Managerial | skilled Unskilled Penzocnem, | “and
* and Clerical | : Graziers
\ - _______!__________—
| 143

|

_
219 539 451 19

- e e i e e

\
|

ANNUAL INCOME RANGE OF ADOPTERS

Under $1,800 \sl,aoo to sz,sool's_z,soo to :3;4;.000l:L Over $4,000 .
e
182 | 284

|

e |

30 i 675

of children adopted are as

2 Particulars as 10 ages
1 +1 follows—

|

i _— Males | Femalesl: Total
5 __-__—_______________—-——-‘—'_'__ I______I

¥ . Under one year . 482 | 501 983
.. One year - .. - s 29 26 ‘ 55
_ -/ From two to five years incl. . 81 73 154
‘From six to twelve years = . . v 64 56 120
“From thirteen to fifteen years i 12 10 22
.From sixteen 1o (wenty-one years . . 13 17 30
“Twenty-one years and over - 4 3 7

: ez i
i Sofils, e o wo] 98 686 | 1,371
. ! Legitimate children adopted e 59 | 7 126

- lllegitimate children adoptced

|
i
l i Totals

. It will be noted that four males and three females
£ over the age of 21 years werc adopted. This has only becn
. “possible since the operation of “The Adoption of Children
P #Acts, 1964 o 1967.° and such adoptions are made con-
i I ditional upon the person being single and being maintained
i - and reared for @ considerable period by the prospective
. # adopting purenl or parents.

The co-operation with the Department  of Aboriginal
- and Island AfTairs continues most satisfactorily and, ut presenl.
ttempts ure being made to secure placements with Aboriginal
arents for coloured children available for adoption. Although
from time 1o time from members of

cations are received

Vietnamese children,
Conference with Commonwealth QOfficers.
weitlth has ascertained the attitude
ment to their children going 10 other countries, an
_made quite clear that the Vietnamesc Government does not
favour the adoption of their children by people in foreign

countries.

Many enquiries have been received for the adgplion of
and this matler was the subject of 2
The Common-

of the Vietnamese Govern-
d it has been

!’ROTECTIO;\' OF CHILDREN
- wThe Children's Services Act of 1965 (Part VI

provides that, with certain exceptions, persons who uare non-
relatives and have , children under len years apart from their

parents in their care for a longer period than 48 hours must be
registered with the Department of Children’s Services. This
registration includes both the person and the premises and
is designed to ensure that the environment is satisfactory and
not prejudicial to the interests of a child. In these circum-
stances placement is made by the parents by private arrange-
ment, and the registered persons are not foster parents
within the meaning of the AcL

} At 30th June. 1968, 75 persons and premises were
registered to care for children under ten years of age and
there were 80 children in this form of care. A total of
37 children were placed in this way during the vear, and
63 were removed from such care. These registered persons
and premises are visited by officers of the Department from
lime to time 10 ensure compliance with the conditions
of registration are being maintained.

part VIII of the Act provides, in addition, for the
notification within a prescribed period of births and deaths
of illegitimate children. It also contains provisions dealing
with the ill-treatment, neglect and abandonment of children,
together with powers to deal with offenders and for the taking

of steps which will give protection 10 children so involved.

During the year 1967-68, there were 3,109 ex-nuptial
births notified to the Department, representing_ an increase
of 219 or 7-6 per cent. OVer the previous year. 1t is apparent
that the continued increase in the number of children born outl
of wedlock remains 2 matter of grave concern, However,
in interpreting these statistics, regard <hould be had to the
fuct that a substantial number of the children are born out
of de facto associations, many of which provide a stable
upbringing for the children. During the Yyear 510 infants
were born to such associations and 358 were to married
women. The number of iliegitimate children adopted during

the year was 1,245,

Accommodation provided for unmarried mothers by
Denominational bodies  has continued to be in constant
demand. There are <even such Homes in Queensland con-
ducted by the Roman Catholic Church, the Anglican Church,
the Salvation Army, the Presbyterian Church and the Methodist
Church (Life Line); and they are rendering a very valuable
service by helping many girls through 4 difficult period.
Their co-operation with the Department is of considerable
assistance in carrying out its functions.

The Department subsidizes capital expenditure, including
alterations and improvements DY Denominational bodies at

these Homes.

The incidence of proved’ cases of cruelty to children
is low. Many complaints of cruelty involving children are
received by the Department but, in maost cases, investigation
hus shown that there is no substance in the complaint. There

are others in which there is insufficient evidence to bring a
charge.

The Department is ever vigilant in relation to child
cruelty, and it makes immediate enguiries into complaints and
suspected cases. The Hospital Service co-operates closely
with_the Department in this field and brings under notice
for investigalion, any cases of suspected “battering”. There
is also a close liuison with the Police Department in this

direction.

There were 26 parents or legal guardians prosecuted for
cruelty or ill-treatment of children in the twelve months
ended 30th June, 1968. Of these 15 were prosecuted for
sex offences, whilst the others involved murder, assault and

ill-treatment.

The penalties under the Children’s Services Act for
cruelty to children arc $400 or imprisonment for twelve
months, or both fine and imprisonment. In addition, the
provisions of the Criminal Code upply.

L e i S
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AGES OF CHILDREN ADOPTED

—_ . Males |Females| Total
Under one year wo = 488 491 - 979
One year - i & - 62 46 | 108
Two to five years inclusive . . Ve 95 97 192
Six to twelve years inclusive e 71 79 150
Thirteen to fifteen years inclusive . . 15 18 33
Sixteen to twenty years .. 20 14 34
Twenty-one years and over .. 1 3 4
Totals 1 . .. 752 748 | 1,500
Legitimate children adopted wiif: BS 65 | . 130
Illegitimate children adopted .. 687 683 | 1,370
Totals ' 752 ' 7748 ° 1,500 -

A sound liaison has been maintained with the Depart-
ment of Aboriginal and Island Affairs and efforts are continu-
ing to secure placements for aboriginal or coloured children,
Generally there is difficulty in placing coloured children, and
in recent months there has been an increase in the number
of babies being offered for adoption of Maori extraction.
These are not readily placeable in Queensland, Applications
are received from time to time from Europeans to adopt full
blood aboriginal children. However, the Department exercises
extreme care in this area because of the high risk of the
applicants being motivated by sentiment.

Enquiries have recently been received regarding the pos-
sibility of adopting Peruvian children who have been orphaned
in the earthquake disaster in that country. It is considered,
however, by adoption authorities generally that not enough
study has yet been made into the effects on children of 7
being adopted into a culture other than their own, and that
any proposed solution of the Peruvian problem by adoption
may only lead to further disruption” and’ trauma for the
children involved.

In regard to children not readily adoptable, depart-
mental practice is to place them with foster parents with a
view to adoption. In the main, these babies are born to
unmarried mothers and adoption may be deferred on medical
advice, either for observation or because .they have a
condition requiring medical attention. Their future would
be institutional unless special efforts were made to place them
in foster care. L

The number of these infants taken into care is increasityg
and continuity of placement must be maintained to ensure
that there is room in departmental homes for incoming
infants.

The Department of Social Medicine of the University
of Queensland recently carried out a survey. of these deferred
adoptions. The survey, the results of which were received
in November, 1969, was carried out in relation to the year
1967-68. The main conclusions were that “approximately
14 per cent. of proposed adoptions for the year 1967-68 were
deferred, the main reasons for deferment being physical or
mental disability, followed by racial background.  Social
factors and delay caused by investigations into hereditary
traits accounted for the remainder, At the time of the-
survey approximately one third of the children were adopted,
one half were in foster homes and only 8 per cent remained
in Institutions. The system of deferred adoptions would seem
to work well since only a small percentage were eventually
left in Institutions.”

PROTECTION OF CHILDREN

Efforts are being made to improve the liaison between
the Department and hospitals in Brisbane and Ipswich for
the reporting of cases where cruelty or ill-treatment of
children is suspected. To this end a particular Child Welfare
Officer has been appointed to act as a contact between
the Department and the Social Work Departments of the
hospitals concerned.

The Department is mindful of its responsibilities under
the Act to protect children, particularly with respect to
the Battered child.

There is a low incidence of proven cases of cruelty.
Many complaints are received by the Department, and although
there is a high proportion in which there is no substance,
there are many others in which cruelty and ill-treatment
could have occurred but there is insufficient evidence to
lay charges.

Persons generally, whilst willing to report cases of
cruelty, ill-treatment and neglect, are reluctant to give evid-
ence. In most cases, it reverts to the Police or Child Welfare
Officers to either "witness or obtain firm evidence of the
cruelty or neglect to enable prosecution to ensue.

This is, an aspect of the Department’s work which
requires constant attention, because the fact that potential
offenders know that the Department is forever vigilant in
this field acts in many instances as an effective deterrent.

In addition to penalties under the Children's Services

the isi Criminal Code can also a ly.

During the year 1969-70, 24 parents or guardians
were prosecuted for cruelty, mneglect and ill-treatment of
children. ~ These offences involved indecently .assaulting a
female, incest, serious " assault, ill-treatment of children,
manslaughter and common assauit, S S

The Children’s Services Act requires that, with certain
exceptions, persons who" are -non-relatives and have in their
custody children under 10 years of age living apart from
their parents are required to be registered with the Depart-
ment if the period of custody is longer than 48 hours. This
registration involves both the person and also the premises
in which the children live. These persons would not be
foster parents under the Children’s Services Act but usually
would have accepted children into their custody by a private
arrangement with the parents, .

The number of persons and premises registered to care
for children under 10 years of age at 30th' June, 1970,
was 70 and there were 92 children in this form of care. A
total of 42 children were placed in this way during the
year and 45 were removed from such care.

Officers of the Department visit these registered persons
and premises from time to time to ensure compliance with
the Children’s Services Act.

The births and deaths of children born out of wedlock
must be notified to the Department within a prescribed
period. During the year 1969-70, there were 3,367 ex-nuptial
births notified to the Department, representing an increase
of 171 or 5-3 per cent. over the previous year's figures,
There was an increase of 2-8 per, cent. in the previous year.
A substantial number of these children are born into stable
de facto associations, whilst others are bom to unmarried
mothers not living in a de facto relationship. During the
year 543 children were born into de facto associations and
the number of ex-nuptial children adopted during the year
was 1,370. There were 346 children born to married women
where the husband was not the father of the child.

Services for unmarried mothers are provided by seven
Homes conducted by Denominational bodies. The Roman
Catholic Church provides a service through the Holy Cross
Home at Wooloowin, Brisbane, and the Anglican Church
through St. Mary’s Home, Toowong, and the Women’s
Shelter at Spring Hill, Brisbane. The Salvation Army has
two Homes, Boothville at Windsor in Brisbane, and Bethesda,
Rockhampton. Kiononia at Chelmer is conducted by the
Methodist Church (Life Line), and’ the Presbyterian Church
provides 2 Home (Koolkuna) at Redcliffe. These Homes
render a valuable service which is utilized to the full. The
Homes co-operate closely with the Department and are a
valuable help in enabling the Department to fulfil its res-
ponsibilities with respect to the children. The Department
subsidises capital expenditure, including alterations and
improvements, at these Homes.

Complaints have been received from time to time
concerning the tattooing of children. The extent to which
young people are being tattooed is not known but there is
a small percentage of boys and girls in care of the Depart-
ment who have been tattooed prior to coming into care.
One or two cases have come under notice of girls being
heavily tattoced by professional tattooists on all parts of
the body and the girls and their parents have later desired
the tattoos removed. This of course is a painful and
difficult surgical process and, in the Department's experience,
it has been used to remove tattoos from parts of a child’s
body which will show whilst wearing clothing.

As a consequence the Children’s Services Act was
amended during the year to provide that a person shall not
tattoo a child or otherwise make upon the skin of a child
any permanent mark or design resembling a tattoo, The pre-
scribed penalty is $400 or imprisonment for six months or
both such fine and imprisonment. The Cemmissioner of
Police and all known tattooing artists in Queensland have
been made aware of the changed legal position in this
regard. :

LEGISLATION

“The Children’s Services Act of 1965" was amended
during the year and the amending Bill was assented to
on 16th April, 1970. The Act was amended in the following
particulars:—

1. To clarify further that a child for whom financial
assistance only was paid under “The State Children
Acts, 1911 1o 1955,” is not a child in care under
the Children’s Services Act, at :

2. To enable undertakings by parents and guardians to
contribute to the maintenance of their children,
given under the repealed “The State Children Acts,
1911 to 1955," to be enforceable under the Children’s
Services Act. .

3. To amend the definition of “day care centre"—

(i) To ‘include kindergartens. Kindergartens were

previously excluded making it possible for persons

conducting day care centres to avoid the regula-
. tions. bv descrihing enah macteon - 1 s
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The majority of babies adopted are born to unmarried
mothers. Where an approach is received from a married
woman to have her expected child accepted for adoption, she
must satisfy the Director that the best interests of all con-
cerned will be served by proceeding. Medical reasons, or
perhaps the possible breakdown of the marriage because the
father of the expected child is someone other than her husband,
may provide sufficient cause to accept a child for adoption
in such circumstances.

Particulars of adoption activities are contained in the
following tables:—

Applications received - .. - 1,938
Adoption orders issued .. s - 1,562
Applications refused i i i 57
Applications withdrawn .. i e 250
Applications deferred . . . 146
Adopted by spouse - - i 304
Adopted by relatives i i i 57
Adopted by non-relatives .. A e 1,201
OCCUPATIONS OF ADOPTERS
Professional, : Farmers
Managerial | Skilled | Unskilled | PePSiORers, |~ “apd
and Clerical Graziers
603 | 468 ‘ 344 12 | 135
|

ANNUAL INCOME RANGE OF ADOPTERS

Under 51,900 | $1,900 to $3,000 ‘ $3,000 to $5,000 | Over $5,000
23 470 \ 689 380

Particulars as to ages of children adopted are as follows:—

— Males | Females| Total

Under one year 576 530 1,106
One year o i £ a5 35 28 63
Two to five years inclusive .. yis 87 82 169
Six to twelve years inclusive s 78 83 161
Thirteen to fifteen years inclusive .. 14 24 38
Sixteen to twenty-one years = 8 15 23
Twenty-one years and over 2 2 i 2
Totals it s s 800 762 1,562
Legitimate children adopted aie 67 77 144
lllegitimate children adopted .. 733 685 1,418
Totals .. .. % 800 762 1,562

The usual problems continue to be encountered in the
placement of coloured children and great care must be
exercised to ensure that people of European extraction applying
to adopt these children are properly motivated and that the
relationship will not break down as the child grows older.

Enquiries are received from time to time regarding the
possibility of adopting children from foreign countries. These
must be approached with extreme caution because of the
high degree of risk of the applicants being motivated by senti-
ment. It is doubtful if sufficient knowledge has been acquired
regarding the effects on such children of being removed into
a culture other than their own.

The practice of placing children not readily adoptable,
because of some physical, mental or social disability, is
continuing with marked success. This is done on a deferred
adoption basis, the applicants being placed in the. same
situation as foster parents until such time as the success of
the adoption can be assured. The number of these cases is
increasing, there being 107 adopted in 1970-71, and the rate
of effective placements must be maintained so that room in
departmental institutions will be available to accommodate
the flow of new admissions.

PROTECTION OF CHILDREN

Liaison has been maintained with the Social Work
Departments of hospitals in Brisbane and Ipswich for the
reporting of cases which could involve cruelty to or ill-
treatment of children, A child care officer has been detailed
especially to investigate each case where suspicious circum-
stances exist, particularly with respect to the battered child.

It is usually very difficult to obtain sufficient evidence to

seek orders of care and protection in respect of the child or
to' lay charges of cruelty against parents or other persons.

All complaints are investigated and, although there is a high
proportion in which there is no subsiance, there are many
others where varying degrees of suspicion exist but which
cannot be proven. Regrettably, there are parents who vent
their frustrations and anxieties on their young children, and
in many cases which come under notice the visible evidence
may represent only a small part of the total picture. There
are undoubtedly many instances arising of ill-treatment or
neglect of children which are not reported through people not
wishing to become involved.

The Children’s Services Act requires that, with certain
exceptions, persons who are non-relatives and have in their
custody children under ten years of age living apart from
their parents are required to be registered with the Depart-
ment if the period of custody is longer than 48 hours. This
registration involves both the person and also the premises in
which the children live. These persons would not be foster
parents under the Children’s Services Act but usually would
have accepted children into their custody by a private fostering
arrangement with the parents.

The number of persons and premises registered to care
for children under ten years of age at 30th Junme, 1971, was
73 and there were 100 children in this form of care. A total
of 60 children were placed in this way during the year and
45 were removed from such care. Officers of the Department
visit these registered persons and premises from time to
time to ensure compliance with the Children’s Services Act.

The births and deaths of children born out of wedlock
must be notified to the Department within a prescribed period.
During the year 1970-71 there were 3,787 ex-nuptial births
notified to the Department representing an increase of 420
or 12-5 per cent. over the previous year's figure. There was
an increase of 5-3 per cent. in the previous year and over the
past five years, the percentage of increase has been 31 per
cent. A substantial number of these children are born into
stable defacto associations whilst others are born to
unmarried mothers not living in a defacto relationship. During
the year 627 children were born into defacto associations and
the number of ex-nuptial children adopted during the year was
1,418, There were 431 children born to married women
where the husband was not the father of the child.

Services for unmarried mothers are provided by seven
Homes conducted by denominational bodies. The Roman
Catholic Church provides a service through the Holy Cross
Home at Wooloowin, Brisbane, and the Anglican Church
through St. Mary’s Home, Toowong, and the Women'’s Shelter
at Spring Hill, Brisbane. The Salvation Army has two Homes,
“Boothville” at Windsor in Brisbane, and “Bethesda”, Rock-
hampton. “Kiononia” at Chelmér is conducted by the Metho-
dist Church (Life Line), and the Presbyterian Church provides
a Home, “Koolkuna" at Redcliffe. These Homes render a
valuable service which is utilized to the full. The Homes
co-operate closely with the Department and are a valuable help
in enabling the Department to fulfil its responsibilities with
respect to the children. The Department subsidies capital
expenditure, including alterations and improvements, at these
Homes.

There have been two prosecutions during the year under
the amendment to the Children’s Services Act last year
making it an offence to tattoo a child. In the first prosecution
of this type in Queensland a tattooist was fined $40 for
tattooing a 13-year-old boy’s arm. The other charge was
dismissed on the grounds that the prosecution had failed to
prove its case beyond a reasonable doubt.

CONFERENCES OF CHILD WELFARE MINISTERS
AND ADMINISTRATORS

Ministers responsible for child welfare in Australia met
in conference for the second time in Hobart on Friday, 19th
March, 1971. The Commonwealth Minister for Social
Services also attended. The twelfth annual Conference of
Child Welfare Administrators preceded the Ministers’
Conference from 15th to 18th March, 1971.

A wide range of matters associated with child welfare
was listed on the agenda of the Administrators’ Conference
and, stemming from this. the Ministers received submissions
concerning many important and contentious items such as
the procedures followed with the administration of the States
Grants (Deserted Wives) Act 1968, recognition of New
Zealand adoptions., employment of children in public
performances, age of criminal responsibility, roles of the
Commonwealth and: the States in the provision of assistance
to handicapped children, &c.

All Ministers were of the opinion that the Conference
was well worthwhile and should be held annually as it provided
them with a valuable opportunity for an exchange of views
and also to become personally acquainted.

Queensland will host both the Ministers’ Conference
and the Child Welfare Administrators’ Conference in 1972.
The necessary arrangements for the Conferences will be
put in hand at the appropriate time.
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The Director, Department of Children’s Services is the Adoption statistics for the year under review are as
“W ole authority in Queensland for the arranging of ado_ptxons follows: —
and making adoption orders, pursuant to “The Adoption of

| Children Acts, 1964 to 1967." The operation of private _ ¥

the S ; E:;::zies is not permitted in Queensland as in some other States, 1970-71 | 1971-72

. Sho“fs @@ where arrangements also differ in that adoptions are made Applications received .. N B 1,938 2,294

" @ through varying judicial processes. Adoption orders issued .. . .. 1,562 1,774

further buildiz Adoption arrangements made privately between parties Applications refused " i s 57 35

extensif constitute an offence under the Acts except in the case where Applications withdrawn . | s s 250 257

ment plaflithe child to be adopted is a relative within the meaning of Applications deferred .. .. .. 146 171

ipped ‘mulfl the Acts. zgop:gg lgy splmlz_se .. i v 3(5}_}4 3§g

and Admissid All matters relating to adoptions are dealt with on a Adgpted b; E%g-:'?[;tiv&s i i . 1.201 1.359
ritissSection afl¥ ¢irictly confidential basis and every endeavour is made to effect P . i o 2 *

ecreation the most appropriate placement for the children. At all times
M the welfare and interest of the children is the paramount

1 consideration. A
3 A total of 1,774 adoption orders were made during the
= @ year, an increase of 212 on the previous year. This is the
‘ ;9 createst number of orders issued in Queensland in any one
July, 159 fyear. The number of appiications received also exceeded last

50 an? t8133 -Eg' year’s figure, being 2,294 as against 1,938.
Lfe.-éire 3% ," The waiting time has fluctuated throughout the year but
2 boys afin some categories has lengthened. This is influenced by a

number of factors which must be taken into consideration to
comply with the provisions of the Acts, and include the age

ZBof the applicants, physical appearance, conditions of health, . . . -
* "™epartmenti cducation, religious upbringing and other factors. The Director Relationship to Child Adopted Males | Females| Total

' 8 must have regard to any wish of the natural parent, or person =

| Arequired to give a consent, concerning the religion in which Natural parent(s)* .. i =N 164 193 357
lower than tjilithe child is to be raised. Furthermore, the Director is required grand pgrent(s) oo S 16 10
digfributed oVt satisfy himself as far as possible that the welfare and Auntand/oruncle .. - .. .. 10 10 20

—Ifrom othj Particulars of adoptions by relatives:—

interests of the child will be promoted by placement with a  Brother or sister .. . . 1 ! 2
s ;he g:eé B :articular applicant. Other relatives % b A 4 6 10
Children adopted are mainly babies born to unmarried ToraL .. i R .. 195 220 415

e Westbrod 1
M mothers, but there are a number of married women who

. approach the Department to have their babies adopted. In T A A T T
: G B Indicates adopt by g e, i.e., adopti to th - the
 more d .Ehese' latter cases, the DlreFtor must be satisfied that ,th'" case of rerna?riage na:'ogdo"l;lig:u:;f; m:thcl:’soﬁl;;igm:el?:maﬁg the
riods in mterests of all concerned will be served before proceeding, marriage where she has married someonc other than the child’s father.

{Medical reasons or where the father of the expected child is
someone other than the woman’s husband may provide sufficient
ause for acceptance. The welfare of other members of the
family has to be considered should the stability of the marriage
be threatened by the refusal of the husband to accept the child.

Occupation of Adopters:—

~ alterations %
thasts admittd

d displayé
__|affected §
ind some Wwe

ltients, bof PFOFCSSiOl?aL Farmers ‘
__on, severcll M(a:?ager:lal, i Skilled | Unskilled | Pensioners and
1 s ‘ Oredes Annual income range of non-relative adopters:—
- ™ve varyid 815 [ 465 ' 349 15 130
iraining @ Annual Income Number
~on, singinll  Efforts in the placement of aboriginal and children with 3
These activitj@other racial backgrounds, continue to present problems and Less than 3,000 211
lygstaff. Tho@Breat care must be taken to ensure that applicants are properly 3.000-3.999 “ 4 438
)y Orderlig@™otivated and that a breakdown will not occur particularly 4,000-4,999 .. % : 240
@ as the child grows older. 5:000_5:999 i o 24 o
— & Likewise with enquiries received regarding the adoption 6,000-6,999 . o .. 75
section fillGOf children from foreign countries, the Department must 4 7,000-7,999 .. ie .. 55
“™um capacifli €X¢rcise extreme caution in this area because of the high risk \ 8,000-9,999 . .. - 37
Eof applicants being motivated by sentiment. It is also doubtful . 10,000 and over . .. 93
| A i sufficient knowledge has been acquired regarding the effects ; Not stated - - .- 21
| accommodiiof such children being removed into another culture and that i —
4 Lhe solution of their problem by adoption may only lead to : 1,359
@ further disruption and trauma for the children involved. /
or boys is Particulars as to ages and legitimacy of children adopted are as follows:—
vimming
wmat an e By Non-relatives By Relatives Total
A Age
juired for _' : Male | Female | Total | Male | Female | Total Male | Female | Total
articularly 8
=ny of thalls nder 3 months .. - i i i 542 520 | 1,062 1 1 542 521 | 1,063
in troq E months and under 6 months . . i .. 31 25 56 2 1 3 33 26
d resieri®; Tooths and under tyear (. 1 1| 3 23 53 4 3 7 34 26 60
==d resigng '2}'¢3r and under 2 years , . e .. .. 58 46 104 9 10 19 67 56 123
10 WOrIGHERE Years and under 6 years - 34 29 63 80 94 174 114 123 237
aquent agiegeyvars and under 13 years .. .1 9 7 16 60 82 142 69 89 | 158
ble job,glEs7 YArs and under 21 years |, 1 ] 2 1 3 3s 29 64 37 30 67
j £=1 Yyears and over . i .. .. .. 2 - 2 5 i 5 7 7
. Torar o .. .. i 708 651 1,359 195 220 415 903 r 871 1,774
) hioumate childrenradopted .. .. .| 11 9 20 84 %0 | 174 95 99 | 194
~ [ cBlumate children adopted . . .. i 697 642 | 1,339 111 130 241 808 772 | 1,580
" ToraL 708 | 6s1 | 1,359 | 195 | 220 | 415 ’ 903 | 8711 | 1,774
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The svle authorily in Queensland for the arranging of
W et options and making adoption orders, pursuant 10 the

;fthirsogc_fdopﬁon of ‘Children Act 1964-1972, is the Director, Depart
P "mn: of Children’s Services. Adoption agencies are not per-

nitted to function.
ﬁﬁrso",:' All matters relating to adoptions are dealt with on a con-
mfegch:‘idcmial basis and every endeavour is‘made to effect the
nd visignost appropriate _placement for the children. At all times
cewsomhe welfare and interest of the children is the paramount
“onsideration.

i : The waiting time in the various categories has varied
(With . ooh the year but towards the latier part 2 gradual build
so that Lp of approved applicants has been apparent. Whilst the
ey Ycual factors which must be taken into consideration to
tative fm:ompl with the provisions of the Act have had some
A Catholyring on this situation, the main reason for the diminishing

yumbers of infants being offered for adoption, is the increas-
jon of tng number of mothers exercising their right to keep their
in teachabies. The Department is most careful in dealing with
rporatedihis aspect, as the decision is one which rests entirely with
ese persche mother and in the case of legitimate children also the
Westbrofather,
ther visitt  This tendency is nation wide and indeed ‘in some other
1eir geneRyares the appropriate authorities have ceased accepting appli-

-ations or have drastically curtailed their intake.

A total of 1678 adoption orders were made during the
sear, o decrease of 96 on the previous year contributed to
sy an increase of 35 in adoption by relatives and a decrease
of 131, a significant 9-64 per cent., in adoption by non-

. _ =latives. The number of applications to adopt processed
Jospital also decreased from 2,294 in 1971-1972 to 2,068.

73. Children adopted are mainly babies born to unmarried
1d 956 wenothers, but there are a number of married women who
imately lapproach the Department to have their babies adopted. In
vernight. hese latter cases, the Director must be satisfied that the
. dischargeircumstances are exceptional and interests of the family
ions in served before proceeding. Instances of exceptional circum-
se has beflances are, medical reasons, or where the father of the
t, a numb pected child is someone other than the woman's husband.
arents un welfare of the whole family has to be considered
he care whould the stability of the marriage be threatened by the
befusal of the husband to accept the child.

as not avit

well beyw  Efforts in the placement of aboriginal and children with
as a dirdther racial background, although presenting some problems,
nnmcu&nnued lymh success and every effort is made 1o
it at applicants are properl motivated and that the
o admls j:“"‘ will bring security to the ch?ld.

MW OWEE

Inquiries regarding the adoption of children from foreign
countries continue to be received and extreme  care is
exercised by the Department in dealing with such inquiries,
as there is a real possibility in applicants being motivated by
sentiment. The Act prohibits adoption arrangements being
made privately between parties and consequently the admis-
sion of children from countries outside Queensland for adoption
is restricted to those cases where a relationship exists between
the parties concerned and only then following exhaustive
inquiries in both countries as to .the overall position and
the likelihood of the placement being a success.

The placement of children, not readily adoptable is con-
tinuing, and indeed a waiting list, particularly for girls has
now been established, The number adopted for the current
year in this category was 200, :

During 1972 two medical students conducted a survey of
deferred adoptions in Queensland to determine the reasons for
the deferments. The investigation was based on a sample from
the twelve months period ended 30th June, 1971. A similar
s%rﬁvseygwas previously carried out in relation to the year
1 -69.

The reasons for deferments were:—

Per

cent.
Congenital abnormalities . Pt .21
Mixed racial origin P . V. .. 19

Physical abnormalities (including respiratory
epression at birth, developmental lags,
spasticity infections and prematurity) .. 40

Medical and psychiatric history of parents 9
Social reasons (including indecision of mother
in signing consent, anti-social behaviour of
mother) .. i S s s .. 9
Reason not stated i i E -
100%

This survey disclosed also that approximately 14% of
infants made available for adoption were deferred. A similar
result was evident from the previous survey from the year

1968-69.

der attends
all recel®
g by pals .
nging, dréf Particulars as to ages and legitimacy of children adopted are as follows:—
fe additiont . ;
2 oaae By Non-relatives By Relatives Total
1e rcmg}:ﬁ Age 1
T,
:}r;iacamggg‘f Male | Female ‘ Total | Male | Female | Total | Male Female | Total
f junior "Under b
I month .. | 2
moath and under 3 mont 280 | 284 564 80 284 564
Fronl ot P e ok e om 209 | 91| ‘G 2 | B
e by the ¢S months and under 1 year : 15 . 3 48 4 3
which will @ year and under 2 year ce e 23 | 19 42 7 k- ;é sg %g 53
trarand e Syess L | 38 | 3 82 | &% | 8 | 15| 12¢ | 12 24
4 a rs and under 13 ik e ‘e 38 32 0 5
et R R A I I SO S RO A
: years . e s - .. 53
nced by andover ..~ .. .. .. | 1| T 2 2 2 4 3 3 6
T
e TR L 12 | e | 128 | 219 | 231 450 | 831 847 | 1,678
Legitimate childre .
Megitimaie ehigem ool | sl | ey | 1203 ¢ | 90 | 174 | 91 99 | 190
i .ol oeos | 607 | 1,212 135 141 276 | 740 748 | 1,488
612 | 616 ‘ 1,228 219 ]I 231 | 450 | 831 ‘| 847 | 1,678
1 |
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Adoptions
READ with inter-
A ¢yl the arlicle by
My, WAITAL efich
headed “Adopled bables (o
- new  deal” (DT,

My interest  sickened
somewhat  on reading
“There just aren’t any oasy
ways of adopling a child,
except in an isplated cas
or lwo of baby ‘black-
marketing’ | ..\.._.,

I myscll have prepared
many hundreds of private
apprlications for orders
adoption. In one only
such cases was there ¢
recson even for i
___ﬂa “black-markelin

1

g oand
Loease peeurred 19 years

I “personally  (ake nm-
brage at the inference Lo
be drawn that in the cases
of the 951 enildren slated
to  have been privafely |
adopted: during last, year,
fhere was an element of
“baby black-market |

For Lhe informalion of|
those persons inlerested, |
there are mumerous people!
in fnis State — including .
doctors and  olherz--wh
for humane reasons enly. |
lake it upon themselves (o
assist married couples. who

have 1o children or in ::.:._"
own opinion an insul
number  of  child
adopling bahies

For my own
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~hildren
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notice of them. Denise is the
~—youngest, We have had her

family or social

ers feel and Belmv& it A
" an aboriginal child were adopted” inte their — %
- asked “Black and -

° How would teenag

group;
White” (T.W. 28/9/60) She and her hus-
band, she said, were thinking of adopting
one into their own family of two boys. Most'
readers urge her g do so.

good at sport as well as aca-
demic—work I_1:

since she was ten months old,
- and. she is: now: neadly five.
She knows she is darker than
we are, In fact, she calls her-
sclf “Ninny,” which is short
for piccaninny. In the summer-
time she laughs at us be-
cause we -sunbake for hours
trying
darker. Then there is Della.
She is 11 and a big help to
my mother, especially -with
the younger children. She is
" very.‘excited at - the -moment
‘because I told her that I

-~-want—her—to-be -my_junior .

bridesmaid for my wedding
next year. Denise ‘is going to
be Aowergirl, Next there is

and they were very popular.
I wonder just how far these
girls would go if they had the
opportunities you are pre-
pared to give some little girl?
By all means adopt an

.aboriginal, — Jennifer Rees,

to make our sking . COD7E0, NSW.

MY sister adopted a black

baby boy who is 2} years
old. He is loved by all the
family, and her own children
are as proud. of him as any-
one could be of his brother:

“Fhe—-family-- have- never--had. .

any reason to regret their de-
cision to adopt him. I enclose

a_photograph (below) of him

e, ¢ 1\ n
" like an angel with his beauti.
. fyl wide smile; Sametimes

“~you find an odd person who

+ frowns ‘on _a chrk pemn, but

“a-little- dxﬂ'mnt in: co!or Iram ;
:the: rgst of - the [anuly, the

~-playing with one of his white
‘cousins,

— “Proud  Aunt,”
Domgol, NS W,

I AM 18 and the color

for several wyears. 1 have
several colored friends; and T
do feel there is a growm%
awakening among teenagers o
the futility of color bars and
of the moral issues involved.
I would like to have a colored
brother or sister—J. R. Tom-
linson, Brisbane,

N adopted child's place in
society depends on the
r!ace given to her in her home.

f you, as parents, treat her-
as-your own child, giving her .

love and understanding, and
your own .boys treat er as
their sister,” then society will

I say go ahead.—“Gao Ahead,”
Wooduille, S.A.

To

theis

chma .

plcasam
ch:\racter, an)'oue ‘who would

not associate with her because

of her color wouldn't be 2
worthy friend, anyway At
schiool —we  Had™
aborigines; and nine out of
ten of those I 'got to know
— Jillian Leaman, Masman
Park, W.A.

J FEEL it would be unwise

to adopt a dark girl. As
a tecnager she would find it
hard to. mix and have boy-
friends as other teenagers do.
Later it would be hard fur
her 1o find a marriage pan-
ner, as inter-marriages aic
not really accepted, and atu
she would not be able to go
back to-her . tribe.and adaupt
herself to the life there. —
“Hopefully -~ Helpful,™ Beagu- .
marw, Vie.

ne:xt' -door ncighbor

boy boarding with thcm He
is in our church group, in onc
of our football teams, and in
other activities in the town,
and is well  liked.—Patricia
Lawrence, Nambucca Heads,
NSW.

A;_BORIGINES are different

many are treated cruelly. A-
. though you may treat this
child lovinglyin the home, [
“feel little oould be.*done 1o
give her a social life
Asateemger would &trO"‘-“
advise against your aduil’
chst?d ....f “Doub:mﬁ

h, NSW:

many -

& iy color and-custom lmm}. o
-whites and because of this




.u. m VICTOR H > N
Goveinment. is winding
down the placement of
>_uo_._m_=m_ children in

#¥ofigterm -foster care of
_ g.&:o families because

such adoptions hardly ever

succeed.

The main problem has ‘been
that most white families assid-
vously try to deny the aborigi-
nality of their adopted or fos-
tered child,

* These conclusions come from

Mollie Dyer, director of the

Victorian Aboriginal Child

Care Agency, now advising the

State Government.

Dyer says that Victorian
State Welfare Department sta-
tistics showed a 90 per cent
breakdown rate when Aborigin-
al children were fostered or
adopted by white parents.

“State wellare agencies,” she
said, “would ask a prospective
couple: ‘Do you consider an
Aboriginal child is different
from a non-Aboriginal child?

got the child. "Our agency asks
the same question. If the couple
says that an Aboriginal child is
not different, that’s 10 strikes
against them.”

Dyer says.that an Aboriginal
child raised without an under-
standing of his soots and with-
out association with Aboriginal

neople, is most likely to suffer |

an. identity crisis in adoles-
cence.

That !5 when sociely throws

his dboriginality up in his face..

The first blow is commonly felt
when he learns that girls aren’t
allowed to go out with him.

. By ADELE HORIN

stemmed from an ethnocentric
belief that white middle-class
child-rearing practices were the
only acceptable ones.

“For example, the assess-
ment is made that a grand-
mother cannot care for a child
even though the grandmother is
the backbone of the Aboriginal
community when it comes to
children,” Dyer said.

The Victorian Social Welfare
Department now makes no
placement of Aboriginal chil-
dren without consultation with
Dyer's agency.

The agency interviews and
assesses prospective adoptive
and foster parents. To date, the

department has accepted all its

recommendations.

As a result, no >vo:m_=m_
children in Victoria were placed
in long-term foster care with
white families last year com-

. p——

“If the couple said ‘no,’ they'

AAP, LONDON.

Black mmovﬁo\%

/

pared to 20 or 30 a year befofe
the agency’s inception.

Financial, health and alcohol
problem counselling — by
Aboriginal counsellors where
possible — have been offered in-
stead in order to help Aborigin-
al families stay together.

The situation is not so fortu-
nate in the other States where
children continue to be re-
moved with “disastrous effects
on Aboriginal family life,
according to John Austin, di-
rector of the SA Aboriginal
Community Centre.

Austin said that about one-
filth of SA’s Aboriginal chil-
dren — between 400 and 500 —
were Jiving in institutions or
with white foster parents. He
says that one-third of children
in foster care are Aboriginal.

In WA an estimated 600
"Aboriginal children are in foster
care, mostly with white couples
and about 1,000 more are
wards of the State.

an winds down

he Victorian® Aboriginal
Child Care Agency started out
trying to help unhappily-placed
Aboriginal children by putting
them straight into the Aborigin-
al community.

However, for many, the tran-
sition from a white middle-class
family was too dramatic, par-
ticularly when the child had
been taught to disdain his own
people.

Now, as a transition mea-
sure, the child is more likely to
be placed with another white
family — this time one who had
regard for Aboriginal culture
and the importance of the
child's Aboriginal identity.

The agency also brings 32
mixed families together regu-
larly so that Aboriginal chil-
dren can get to meet each other
and to see the roles of adult
Aborigines.

The question of cross-cultu-
ral adoption was one of the
subjects discussed at a recent

Aboriginal Child Survival
conference in Melbourne.
Steven Unger, the assistant
director of the Association on
American Indian Affairs, has

been visiting Australia to talk to’

Aboriginal groups and others on
the problems Indian families
face in keeping their children.

He told The National Times
that he had been struck by the
many parallels between Indian
and Aboriginal families.

“Wherever [ talk, Aboriginal
vmov_m say, 'you're %mnzv__._m
exactty what we’ve been
through’,” he said,

Unger said that Indian chil-
dren have been removed from
their families at massive rates in
order to “save them from being
Indian” and because they're
considered “so cute they're
very much in demand for fos-
tering and adopting.”

_However, the situation is im-
proving in the US with the pas-
sage through Congress last

October of the Indian Child

Welfare Act.

The Act forbids welfare
agencies from removing chil-
dren from reservations for fos-
tering or adoption purposcs.
Only Indian tribal councils will
have that power.

For Indian children not liv-
ing on reservations, strict and
special procedures will have to
be followed in court. Welfare
agencies will have to show they
have offered services to the
family but these have failed.

Due recognition will have to
be given prevailing cultural,
social and child-rearing prac-
tices in Indian society.

Aboriginal groups are look-
ing at ways to adapt the Indian
Child Welfare Act to the
Australian scheme. Other
Aboriginal child welfare
agencies, similar to Mollie
Dyer's, have opened recently in
most States in the hope of
working closely with State wel-

.fare agencies.
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to advertise [y will be run by
adoption  social workers from the
Dr Barnardo charity
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 TELL THE ADOPTED

NDER the announcements
- of -births in a daily -paper-
I read the notice: - A son,
. >, by adoption.” How won-
"~derful for the people concern-’
:ed to announce to the world
- _they had adopted a child, in-
stead of the secretive attitude
) :{ s:)rne. ;doplt’ive parents who
~want neither the public
. child_ to ‘know. ‘.p - —-P?r the
-7 7 1 think it better to let every- -
" ‘one know the child is adopted
, and to tell -the: child-when -he -
“"is -old -enough-:to understand. -
. If that is not done, usually
_-. someorie gives the secret away
7 .and it comies as-a great shock.
_to the-young man-or woman.—-
£2/2/ to-Mrs. Nellie - Miller,-
. Hurstville, Sydney, :

F

i

The darh b
played along,

; IWAS filled :with horror and

sadness recently - after -visit-"-
ing the home of -a ‘young -
white couple who are taking -
- care of a destitute aboriginal
child of 20 months. There was -
nothing wrong with the’ white
couple - nor. with the home of
their two well - behaved

small boys. But the poor little w om A N 54 D M
v —

black specl:i playing wli)tl; ll;(;: /

toes, was alone — 2 help

mite farmed .out to white \ \q ’Sh:f" .
guardians and isolated by her .
colour. - Not many weeks will
pass before her -wondering in-
stincts will awak- _ .
en and she will
see she is differ-
ent from the -¢f
other children.
around her. .’
Black, white, yel-
low or brown
children “are all
the same. Be- .
ing “different” clouds: their
lives. - I suggest that in future’
when aboriginal children are
farmed out in white homes
.they be sent in pairs. Single,
children should be. sent oaly
to the homes of well-educated
aborigines. — £2/2/ to Mirs
Eileen Bosi, Naremburn,
NS.W. '

T g s
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mﬂ with medical
- problems are not usually
- wanted for adoption, but
~ Jill has a loving family

1.OOK QUICK! She crawled.”
- When Jill, aged two, took 12 small
~ steps on hands and knees, the
_ family came running.

Jill 'was born not only with mungehsm
ut also to a parent who could not cope, s
Jm& Park. 37, Churchill Fellow and
ed nurse, with her schoolteacher
and, Rob. set out to do what most
irents hope all their lives (o avoid. They
~ chose 1o have a retarded child in their
’f’ﬁtmtly Jenny ok Jill home with a view to
 adoption.

# The Parks” family of eight, two adopted
children, six fostered, alﬂ.‘ady included
several nationalities. And baby Jill came
 from the State children’s honre, as “the
1L of our hives.”

H__,o@du}' thanks to the family's daily
orts — 20-minute sessions. five times a
&&y—- .hll ¢an crawl and pull herself up.
_:"-_f'-'Naw at home in the Brisbane suburb of
~ Brighton. she is learning to climb.

The alternative for Jill would have been
life 1n an institution.

Jenny, when asked if she would take the
baby, didn’t hesitate. Early in their
‘marriage she and Rob had adopied

unfashmnabie babies ~ Kim, half

RAPLCH

http://trove.nla.gov.aw/ndp/del/printArticle]pg/55186785/37print=y 31/01/201
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wmENIonape  pames —  Kim, half
Malaysian, bright and clever, and Tania.
quarter Chinese, an “ugly duckling” baby.
who today is the most beautiful
nine-year-old.

“Ten years ago. people would not take

- colored babies.” Jenny said.

I

The Parks also fostered Katrina. part
Maori, and Lee. part Indian. Then in 1969
they applied to be parents of a
Presbyterian church “family group home™
of six. With their four this made ten. Since
then the original family has grown up,
three are married. but new members keep
the number at ten.

As Eurasinn and Aboriginal babies ‘1
became more fashionable for adoption,
babies with medical problems became the
feglected group - and Jenny chose Jill.

. From the beginning, Jill's program
ncuded  visiting  a psychologist, oc-
cupational therapist and physiotherapist.

“She had # bad chest and this had 10 be
treated.” said Jenny. “Then we taught her

By GRACE
YOUNG

http://trove.nla.gov.au/ndp/del/printArticleJpg/55186785/3?print=y

rage 4 o1
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Jenny with the children, who all like
to join in Jill's exercises. Jill (at lower
right) can pull herself up now,

to sit up and get to her knees, making her
aware of her body. Now all the children do
the exercises with Jill — bultons in bottles,
moving, reaching. climbing,

“Jill has done more for the family than
we have for her. One of the boys adores
her. Until this. he had never loved. She has
brought out an emotian he didn’t know he
had. She is dependent, happy, pleasing and
pretty. and the others are not ashamed to
be seen with her.”

While the Parks know that Jill's future
is sub-normal school, sheltered workshop,
hostel living. “She will always be ours.”

Studied in six countries

“Really she's far more interesting than a
normal baby,” said Jenny. “"We get so
excited at everything she does.”

Jenny applied for a Churchill
Fellowship to study child-care because she
felt it was ume that rank and file people.
not just administrators, should know what
was bemng done aboul management and
financing, and what types of children were
in care. Her search this year took her to
Eneland. Switserland Aacrsle e ,

http://trove.nla.gov.aw/ ndp/del/printArticleJpg/551 86785/37print=y 31/01/20]
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T cees wwuswes WIKT YEGT WIQK BET 1O
England. Switzerland, Austria. Denmark,
Sweden and America.

“Sweden and Denmark are far ahead.”

she said. “All the children are at home with
mum or in family groups of less than four,
with supportive services. That’s an ideal
situation and | can't see how we are going

to get it here.

“Children here come into care. as State

wards, because parents cannot cope.
They're at the end of their tethers. There is
some delinquency, but most come from
split homes or as battered babies.

“The realistic financing of overseas
groups is staggering.” Jenny said. She
works at home every day, her husband

teaches at school nearby. and her help
amounts to 322-worth of domestic work a
week. whereas overseas stalf ratios are a5

high as one 1o every four children. plus
laundress, cook and cleaning lady. with
recreation and clothing allowance.

Jenny found that children in care m
Europe all kept small animals, and came
home (0 Brisbane 10 add chooks and ducks
to the fish. birds and cats already at home.
“Now everyone has something to call their

own,” she said. “If they cannot love B

human being, they can love an animal.”™

http://trove.nla.gov.auw/ndp/del/printArticle]pg/55186785/37print=y
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CAN

NYONE

RESIST

LINDA?

INDA 1is six months old, has sparkling
' brown eyes and an infectious smile.

She's a  baby  any
mother would be proud
of, but she's  nobody’s
baby,

She's one of 20 from
seven days to six mionths |

old available for adop-

tion at  St.  Anthony's .

Home, Croydon, but for
whom nobody so far has
asked.

In Linda's case, authori-
tics at the home belicve
those big brown eyes and
something in the shade of
her glowing skin suggest
a strain of “colour.”

It shouldn't be an im-
pediment (o her adoption,
but Sister Barbara, of the
Sisters of St. Joseph in
charge of the home, fears
it is.

And she can’t do any-
thing to reassure prospec-
tive parents (if they feel
like this) because Linda’s
mother, a reasonably well-
educated, intelligent girl,
could tell them nothing of
still "o wailing  list. for
adoption  in  other agen-
cies  thouph it has short-
ened )
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wery happy when they werc
told thal Robert's baby sister
could come lo them, thres
months 2go.

To the Veens' surprise and
pleasure they found that the

Veen with » parcel
clothes for him. Baby Heather
has also received many gifts.
and good wishes have been
showered upon them.

Robert and Bernice share
the equality of childhood.

28

The a3 well-
kept, safe garden to play ia,
a big Boser dog called “Jenny™
a igar and an aguarivm
of fish.

living-room there are, shelves

of books and a radiogram
wilh s special coflection
children’s records,

“Good intelligence™

2 babies’ nursery and had

missed the stimulus of pormal .

family life, They are quickly
catching up. and Robert shows
» good intelligence. He is par-
ticularty fond of mechanical
to,5 and iz always |ryin£ 1]
find out how things work.” -
1 asked Mrs Vesn whether
she had pot felt some appre-
N

In the pleasant {amily |

of the credit should go
wile.

~She manages wonderl
and even makes afl the «
dren's  clothes  herelf,”
told me.

The Veen [amily docs
have a car, and Mr Vecn
ing by on his motor scook
2 weil-known sight in AR
He takes Bernice and Peu
school on lhe scooter. §

WOMANS DAY with WOMAN, July 7,
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By YVETTE STEINHAUER

Aboriginal children who have
been adopted by white families are
ending up on the streets, 2 Human
Rights Commission into homeless
children was told
yesterday.

The commission heard that a
third of ail Aboriginal children who
were homeless were the result of the
breakdown of adoptive and foster
placements in noo-Aboriginal fam-
ilies.

1t is estimated that nearly 25 per
ceat of all Aboriginal children in
NSW are either adopted, fostered
out, or are ip government institu-
tions. This compares with one in
every 300 non-Aboriginal children.

Addressing the inquiry, the co-
ordinator of the Aberiginal Chil-
dren’s Service ia Redfern, Ms Ann
Weldon, said many Aboriginal
children ran away from home when
they realised they were different to
*heir adoptive pareants.

are in no-man’s land; in
limbo when they realise, and they
take off in search of their identity,”
she said.

“They reject their white family
bat at the same time they may not
readily fit imto the black
community.”

These were the Aboriginal child-
ren who ended up on the streets of
Redfern and Sydney’s outer western
suburbs, she said.

“You go out any night around
Redfern and you’ll see them.
Wherever night hits them that’s
where they’il kip down till
morning.”

The Aboriginal Children’s Ser-
vice (ACS) is a licensed fostering
agency. Daring the first 10 mounths
of this year the Redfern ACS
assisted 121 Aboriginal children
brought before the NSW courts —
42 were homeless.

The St Mary’s ACS office for
-« same period dealt with 150
Juvenile court cases, and of these,
almest half were homeless,

“The large numbers of homeless
Aboriginal children are the result
of destructive interventions into
Aboriginal family life through the
weifare system and the alienation
of countless Aboriginal children
brought up under white control,”
Ms Weldon said.

Aboriginal children were

deption rules
h e

Th € ne of
outh and Community Services
iled to inform couples hoping to
opt ghildren from. overseas that
WY al policy on age
zant they could no longer adopt.
The Oﬁlbudsman's&gnn al
port $afd—a couple e"byrc-
nted from adopting a second
erseas-born child when new age
idelines were applied to them.

The Deputy Ombudsman, Dr
ian Jinks. criticised the denart.

Aborigin
o - e

adopted into non-Aboriginal homes
and institutions partly because of a
lack of Aboriginal-run emergency
and loag-term accommedation cen-
tres.

There are two Aboriginal hostels
in the State — one at Woodford in
the Blue Mountzins and one at
Moree.

Ms Weldon said the ACS had
presented the State Government
with a2 number of petitions asking
for funding to set up more Aborigi-
oal-countrolled hostels and youth
refuges but had received no

,!QQIN
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Edward Fenton, 15 ... his home is the bac

/“

Yesterday’s inquiry was told that
25 per cent of al} children in NSW
corrective institutions were Aborig-
inal despite the fact that they
comprise less than 1 per cent of the
juvenile population.

An estimated 1,690 children in
foster care were Aboriginal, and
over 10 per cemt of children in
non-government homes were
Aboriginal. .

Another groap of Aboriginal
childres who “hit the streets™, Vs
Weldon said, were those whose

Smi- 22z /5§

ey

ets of Redf

e bk e
‘émilles”irere orced to move to new

=
Housing Commission estates in the
outer suburbs of Sydney. :

She said many of the children
feit alienated in their mew emvi-
ronment and headed back to the
city, gravitating around the streets
of Redfern. . .

The Haman Rights Commission
of lnquiry into youth homelessness
will be sitting im Sydmey today
before moving interstate.

It will be hearing submissions
from youth refuge and Iw_elttrc
workers. R :

*
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‘57“'5{ ‘fﬂyi}lesgwere orced to move to new

respoanse,

‘esterday’s inquiry was told that
«. per cent of all children in NSW
:orrective institutions were Aborig-
inal despite the fact that they
:omprise less than 1 per cent of the
juvenile populatioa.

An estimated 1,690 children in
foster cazre were Aboriginal, and
wver 10 per cemt of children in
mon-governmeut homes were
Aboriginal. .

Another groaup of Aboriginal
‘hildren who “hit the streets”, Mis
Weldon said, were those whose

Housing Commission estates in the
outer suburbs of Sydney.

She said many of the children
feit alienated in their mew envi-
ronment and headed back to the
city, gravitating around the streets
of Redfern.

The Human Rights Commission
of Inquiry into youth homelessness
will be sitting in Sydmey today
before moving interstate.

it will be hearing submissions
from youth refuge and welfare
workers. . :

For Edward, it's no worry

Edward Fenton, 15, was a ward
of the State when he .was three
years old. There were no other
Aborigines in his institutional
home.

Edward cannot remember how
many times he was fostered out to
different white foster-parents. “It
was numerous times,” he said.

When he was 6, Aboriginal
welfare workers reunited Edward

z with his father. But the two were

virtual strangers and the reunion
lasted less than six months.

Since then Edward has lived
with friends and distant cousins in
Victoria and NSW. Now he is
homeless. :

He lives on the streets of
Redfern, under a bridge at Croy-
don and in empty houses in the
inner-city. , & .=

“I don’t mind my life and what
I'm doing,
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Deciding between .
two mothers

. Your story about Darlene Sanders hav-
ing to choose between two mothers surpris-
ed me. While I can understand her attitude
about trying to find herself and get to know
her “real” mother, 1 also feel strongly op-
posed to what she has done to her “other”
mother. To me, Albert and Johanna
Sanders are Darlene’s “real” parents, hav-
ing had enough love in their hearts to
adopt an Aboriginal baby and’ raise her as
their own. It must have been heartbreaking

for them when Darlene argued about
hating them. It sounds to me as if she is an
ungrateful little girl who is ready to forget
about her “other” mother and family who
have obviously loved her to their fullest.
While I hope that Darlene and Belinda can
find each other again, 1 also hope they
realise the heartbreak they left behind.
Mrs V. Pitman,
Coffs Harbour, NSW,



.- they have more friends than
. v shey coule ever wish for, After
- & whil ple’ grow used 10
their da ins and take no
notice of them. Denise js the
-—Yyoungest, We have had her
since she was
- and she is pow nearly five,
She knows she js darker than
we are. In fact, she calls her-
sclf “Ninny,” which is short
for Piccaninny, In the sumimer-
time she laughs ar s be-

cause we sunbake for hours ;
make our sking
there is Della.

trying  to
darker. Then
She is Il and a big help to
my mother, especially  with
the younger children. She is
very excited at the moment
because I told her that I
s want—
bridesmaid for my wedding
next year. Denise is going to
be Aowergirl, Next there is
¢ & nin
" like an angel with his beauti-
ul wide smile. Sametimes
" you find an odd person who
.- frowns on a dark person, but
yils the, children. know- right
. from the
““alittle different in color from
- the" rest "of the family, they
-<-don't take any notice. — 7.

ATTENDED* high  school’
- inm, district: which had a

- aborjginal

ten months old, ~

her--to - be -my._juniog ..

start that they are -

good at sport as well as aca-
-denic_war i
and they were very popular,
just how far these
would go if they had the
are pre-
pared to give some little girl?
an
-aboriginal. — Jennife, Rees,

I wonder
girls
opportunities you

By all “means adopt

Cobargo, N.S.I¥.

MY sister adopted a black
2} years
old. He is loved by all the
and her own children
as any-
brother.
The- family - have never had .

baby boy who is
family,
are as proud. of him
one could be of his

any rcason to regret their d

-

aswon to adopt him. I enclose
a

hotograph (helow

playing with one o

cousing, — “Proyd Aunt

f)om’go_, NS,

L
»

thinking of adopting

amily of two boys. Most
readers urge

her to do so.

I AM 18 and the color

cuion_.h.u.‘yon:ied_mc__
for  scveral years. [ have
several colored friends, and I
do feel there is a gmwing
awakening among tecnagers o
the futility of color bars and
of the moral issues involved,
I would like to have a colored
brother or sister—J. R. Tom.
linson, Brisbane,

AN adopted child's place in

society depends on  the
Flace given to her in her home,
f you, as Parents, treat her
as your own child, giving her
love and understanding, and
your own .boys treat her as
théir sister, then socicty will

I sa.y go ai-;cad.-—-"Go Ahcad,’;
Wooeduille, §.4.

N
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their  color  bu o,
character” “If: thiy “abotiginal
girl has a good and pleasant
character, anyone who would
not associate with her because
of her color wouldn't be a
worthy friend, anyway. .\t
school * We ' had many
aborigines, and nine out of
ten of those I got to know

TWeTE just— ot
— Jillian Leaman, Mosman
Park, W A,

I FEEL it would be unwise

to adopt a dark girl. A«
a teenager she would find it
hard to mix and have boy-
fricnds as other teenagers do.
Latcr it would be hurd for
her 10 find a marriage pan.
ner, as imcr-marringr.s age
not really accepted, and alo
she would not be able to g
back to her tribe.and adapt
herself to the life there. —

' “”Opduﬂy - Helpful,” Beau-

margs,

Y

V:c._

next -door  neighbors

boy boarding with them. Ie -
is in our church group, in one
of our football teams, and in
other activities in the town,
and is well liked—Patricia \
Lawrence, Nambucca Hrads,
NSW.

ABDR[G!NES are different
" in color and custom from.
whites and because of s’
many are treated cruelly. Al-
though you may treat this
child lovingly in the home, |
feel litte could be*done to
give her a happy social l:flo
As a teenager, f would stroncly
advise against your adopy
this  child. — “Doubting.
Tamworth, N.S.I.




" L. to r. Mis\Gwenda Williams,
- Mrs Kathlcen Dester’, Miss Isabel
Hansen, all Fouhdatign workers. .

0
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The drifters in
two worlds

John was very different from the rest of the babies in

the adoption nursery at a,

big Sydney hospital. His skin

was the colour of nicely browned toast. His eyes were
huge and fringed with attractive, long and dark lashes.

John was an illegitimale
Aborigina! baby, son of a 16-
-ear-old girl whose first home
sad been a gunyah out of
ongrears, Qld,, her sccond
ome » shanly near Morce,
1.S.W., ~wer third a shabby
. :nemen: -a Redfern, Sydney.

When * ¢ was threc months
“1e nur s said goodbye to

shn as .o left in the arms of
¢ adoriny white foster-moth-
+ for his all-Curopecan, upper-

-acket Sydncy home. He

»w amid love and care. Al

.-.e, he started at his all-white,’

vaper-brackel school. -
Then, at seven, he became
ficult, abmost uncontrollable.
Jter his parents had tried
serything, the headmaster
1ggested a children’s psychia-
ist, and an appointment was
aade, |
But before the child went
- the specialist, somcone sug-
sted the parents contact the
jundation  for  Aboriginal
“!lairs, in George Street, Syd-
YWelfare worker Mrs
i.athlecn Lester, herself an
Aboriginal, and - a grand-
mother, ook the call. “Bring
e little man in,” she said,
‘1'd like to meet him.”
John 1cok Mrs Lester's
‘nd the moment they met
= looked around him and
w, for the first time in his
ort life, other people of his
o, HMe exchanged a few
‘ng, and remarks, with
other Aboriginal boy visiting
s vith his father.
From -hen on, particularly
¢r seve-al more visits to his
‘s frier, 3 at the Foundation,
ohn yene a different boy — a

normal ! .
“He d found himself,”
5d hoos Lester. “He

~derstood at last why he was
“a he was, He tesolved the
~.uflict inside him, and felt
-t at last he belonged 1o his

own special people, even while
living happily in his all-white
situation.”

John's case was not isolated,
Mrs Lester went on. ‘There had
been severat like that. “Every
Aboriginal,” she said, “has a
tribal memory, a scnse of be-
longing to an ancicnt people
and culture. The child who
never really gets hold of this
is the lost onc, the drifter be-
tween (wo worlds.

“Of course, integration of
the Aboriginal in white society
is necessary, and important.
But it is cqually vital that
Aborigines develop a sense of
pride and try fo help them-
selves. -

“This is where the Founda-
tion's work is so importani.
We give assistance to Aborigi-
nes, particularly the hundreds
who come each year to Syd-
ney from the country, look-
ing for a new way of life.
But we don’t mollycoddie
them; we gnide, we push, we
advise them.™

From Mt. Isa

Young Isabel Hanscn, said
Mrs Lester, laking me to mcel
the pretty 17-year-old Abor-
iginal girl operating the Foun-
dation's switchboard, was =n
case in point. Isabel lived with
her brother and two sisters at
Mo lIsa, in Western Quecns-
jand, and went to school at
Charters Towers.

She arrived in Sydney at
the beginning of this year and
went straight to work at the
FFoundation.

“The couple I'm living with
are wonder{ul,” Isabel said.
“They're only young themn-
selves. Heather Mills, the
wife, is only 24 and her hus-
band, John, about the same.
‘They have a little boy, Billy,
aged four, and they both

tcach High school,

“We pot to know cach other
Jast ycar when Heather's
parents were on the same sta-
tion at Mt Isa that my parents
were on and Heather visited
them. They really take carc
of me. They're quite strict,
but they understand me.”

Mrs Lester said, “Some-
times we get a call from the
Travellers” Aid Socicty at Syd-
ney’s Central Station. A whole
family of Aborigines, Dad,
Mum, three or four kids have
turned up from a couniry
town, with nowhere (o go, no-
body to turn to. .

“This, § believe, is the
Aboriginal nomadic instinct
making itsell felt. When the
means of livelihood in one
place runs out, move on. Once,
years ago, it was very carc-
fully planned by the tribes,
and strictly adhcred to. Now
it is usually unplanncd, a kind
of pathetic hoping that some-
thing will turn up.”

Courts, hospitals, prisons,
railway stations, private
homes . . . these are the
places where Mrs Lester gocs
to try to help Aborigines in
trouble, and set them on the
road to helping themselves.

The Foundation for Abor-
iginal Affairs, cstablished five
years ago, nceds at  least
$250,000 by April to extend
and improve its work. Many
distinguished  citizens  and
commiltees arc helping 1o
raise this amount, and a door-
knock appeal will be held
throughout the Sydacy metro-
politan arca next  Sunday.
Offers of help, and donations,
can be sent to the Appeal

Director, Foundation for
Aboriginal  Affairs, 810-812
Georpe Strect, Sydney,
N.S. W, 2000. -

—DBARBARA RICHARD




AEN® Jittle - 13-year-old
S toriginal  girl  Joyce
49 Wfer”. went back to
W Litfitrine, N.T. after
By the Queen Mother in
. this  year, she
it the page had turned
(¥ one and only glimpse
S society. .

[#% there :was another page
iame. Overnight she was
d from her neat but’
% lmpy on the banks of
% Katherine River and
M to live in a luxury
ffoone home. )

(%3 “fairy godparents™ are
i¥wd Mrs C. Eric Tobias,
n Waverley, Melbourne.
have brought brown-
f loyc# to Melboarne to
5 a daughter would,
it gracious living, and
@erbmg  they possess
vieitul [urnishings, a TV
2% ind 2 Jate model Rolls

T we visited Joyce at

v home, Mrs Tobias, a
i, kindly woman in her
years, showed- us to
foge drawing-room fur-
with antique pieces. In
B 'wciground, Joyce hover-
B3 dnly, her dark face
{4 She was as close as
S bred get to an electric
$w beater. )

Toyce feels the cold in-
gined).” Mrs Tobias explain-
“She carries the heater
ko mom 1o room with her.
e afl, it was BO degrees
m she left Katherine three
tgo and it never gets
A colder than that”
fyee went off, silently, to
4 [he little housekeeping
she was engaged on.

i said, ~“Joyce

1 'hu so well. She can make

§ ¥ morning, 1 saw her finish-
iy off the corners quite pro-
& sgonally, -and she told me
Fe had learned to do it that
ey in the Girl Guides at
Isberine.” . °

“TY appearance-

‘% far, life in the Tobias
i3 fmschold \has . been a2 -
i¥wilkring experience for Joyce,

s wellspoken: and polite child
S behaves with surprising

cameras have
tem’focused on her (she has
£ 2 herself on TV twice), the

Jne has not stopped ringing,

& sted her questions. .
One thing went straight to

& YOMAN'S DAY with WOMAN.

¥ nd countless strangers have.

;a'__'humpy on the bank of a creek
. ___!Ihe luxury of a Me_lboume home
“fairy godfather and mother”

B}' ISABEL CARTER

her heart—the TV set. Joyce
chuckled with delight when

. she curled up in front of it the

Saturday afternoon of her ar-
rival and watched the football,
and then the children’s pro-
grams. 5

“That footy is better than
the kids play at
-School,” she said.

On Sunday morning threc
little girls came to invite her
to Sunday School. She will go

soon, but that morning she !

did not have cnough warm
clothes to be allowed out.

Farewell gifts

Joyce was confirmed in the
Church of England at Kath-
erine.

_ She took me into her dainty,

sunny bedroom where a big.

- dressed doll spread its skirts

over the counterpane of
Joyce's bed. .
She brought out her fare-

well presents. Her teacher,
Mr Wadey, and pupils at the
Katherine State School gave.
her a tapestry-backed mirror,

_brush and comb, and an aunt

gave her handkérchiefs.
‘Joyce picked up 2 toy bird-
cage with a little bird that
chirped when she wound it.
It was a gilt from her brothers
and sisters. .
On ‘the bedside table was
a stamped letter, addressed in
her big, ‘schoolgirl script to

“Mr and - Mrs Blitner, c/-
nixcm‘s -Farm, Katherine,
27 g :

Joyce’s father works on the
vegetable, pig and goat farm
run by Mr Nixon at Kather-
ine, and Mrs Blitner works

* for a houscholder in the town.

“There are six other children
in the family. :

“We are’ going lo build
Joyce a flat of her own at the
_end of the house,” said Mrs
Tobias, pointing (to where
yellow-brown clay had been

scooped away.
“We moved all the rhodod-

iendrons and camellias from
- this -patch of garden and as

soon as the weather clears up
we'll  begin building here.
Joyce will have her own bath-
room and toilet, french doors
openirig on to a sun terrace,
and her own piano, and we
~want her to bring her , little
friends here and entertain
them as often as she likes.”

Mr Eric Tobias, an account-
ant and properly owncr, and
his wile arc a middie-aged

* couple who have no children

of their own. They were holi-

S__ephmbgr B, 1958

Katherine -

Joyce Blitner off to do'some

daying in the Northern Ter-.
ritory this yéar when the local
native welfare officer told
them of Joyce's desire to bet-
ter herseli. They - decided
swiftly to bring her south to
live with them. They will adopt
her as soon as possible.

“I told the officer if Joyce

wanted a shoulder to cry on |

and somebody to look after
her, to wrap her in a’ parcel
and send her down to me,”

Mr Tobias said.
“Her parents are quite.
happy about our plans tlo

adopt Joyce. The dark people
are-not as possessive of their
children as we are.” |

He poinied to the magni-
ficent view of the Dandenongs,
to the acres ol grounds, and
their big modern home. .

*] want Joyce to share all

shopping in’ the Rolls Royce, symbol of her new life.

this,” he said. “Next term we
are sending her to the Pres-

- byterian Ladies’ College at

Burwood, and when she
finishes school she can be 2
nurse if she wants to. Or a

singer, .or any other darned

thing she likes.” .

Good - swimmer
“Jo has brought her
bathers with her,” Mrs Tobias
said. “She was the champion

swimmer at Katherine
School.” Wy T
Mr Tobias gestured at the

driving rain through the win-

" dows.

“How about a swim this
morning, Joyce?” ’

Joyce giggled, shivered, and
huddled closer to.the radiator.

We had morning tea, and
Joyce downed two cups of fea
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in quick succession.”
“She’s a one for the e
said Mr Tobias. “If you 1
I drank beer as we drink
we'd be drunk all the tir
wouldn't  we, ' Joycie?”
chuckled. !
Joyce latighed back, she

_ing her white, gleaming tet

It was time for the Tob
to leave with their new dau
ter for a shopping orgy: sch
uniform, raincoat, thick she
dresses.

The big. shining R
Royce was waiting outside |
der the portico. :

Joyce ran a hand lovin
over the gleaming duco
fore she hopped into the fr
passenger’s scat.

“Maybe you'll be drivin
some day, Joyce,” be:
ed Mrs Tobias. § 3



® Adopted aboriginal girls Christine (left) and Faye
Iad the bridel party through a confetti shower as they
left the church, Rehind the children are their foster
sister, Lorraine, ond her hushand, Raymond Penrose.
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® Tncking inte paclova and brandysnaps at the bridal table, the children,
Christine (left) and Faye, were ablivions of the apreches,

They wore

a large white carnation of rack side and rorvied

pempon boug af white r i

|

0

Laweie Kimber tonk the pictures,

Two small aboriginal girls adopted from a

Narthern T crrilory mission slation inlo a

Mc!lmurm: businessman’s home had -a day of

packed excitement when they went to their first

wedding. The bride was their foster-sister,

18-ycar-old Lorraine Deutsher, and the - thrilled

- youngslers were her flowergirls. .

HE tiwde girls, Christine, 6, and Faye, 4,
were adupted by the bride’s parents, Mr.

and Mrs. Walter' Deutsher, of East Brightan,
who met them during & tour of the Territory.
Christine and Faye now attend a Incal school
and kindergarten, and Sunday .sc in the
Male  Strect, Brightpn, Methodist Church,
where Lorraine niarricd Mr. Raymond Penrase,
The hride made her own silver-threaded white
brocade gown, and Mrs. Denisher mnade the

" children’s dresses from similar material, cut

like the bride’s in the Fmpire line.
Bridesmaid Jill Neke ham, a schoolfricnd of
Lorraine’s, worz the e material in an aqua

b 757 ety

LS

Mr. and Mrs. Deutsher
children - Vernon, aged 20, I Trever, 14
And 1o belp Mres. Deaisher manage this largre
family s 2l.year-old  aboriginal girl  Doris
Kimpsan.

Daris, like Christine and Faye, came [rom
the Methodist Mission at Croker Jaland, 180
ey from Darwin, She wax ek-ixldmm-p-lk
work there when Mes, Dentsher asked her te
join the fimily.

Moric i+ prid 2 «al;
Deutsher home, bot Bee the little ones she
calls. Mr. and Mrs, Deatsher "Dad™  aml
HMum.” Y]

have two othrr

in the

for hrr week

Tt Avsinarias Wi sy Wiars May o Hoes




Melbourne girl Lorraine Deutsher,
April 14 was a day of days . . . her
enth birthday, and her wedding day—
% 8 two little_aboriginal girls, it was even
exciting and wonderful,

For weeks, Christine, 6, and Faye, 4,

™o aboriginal girls who were adopted.

e years ago by Lorrairie’s wealthy par-
“Mr and Mrs W. A. Deutsher, had
/et of¢ Lorraine’s wedding "day,
{5y would put on their new dresses of pale
Pk brocade and - follow their “big sister”
idws"the aisle. y
#40n April 14, Lorrainé, who comes

Brigiiton; was married to Raymond
Peirose: at "the Methodist Chiurch, North®

S DAY with WOMAN, May 4, 1959

BIG DAY FOR THREE SISTERS

Blrighlﬂﬂ.— For Cjypistine and Faye, who are - _ breakfast, and slept most of thic day bcfon

used to going to fa at 7.30 every night, it
was the latest they (pad ever beer up.

Christine and Fuye's appearance as
flower girls at Lorrejng's wedding crowned
two happy years as masibais of the family
in the palatial Deucsher hom: in Milliara
Grove, Brighton. '

They were adopted in 1957. Mr and '
‘Mrs Deutsher, on holidg;

| in the Northern
Territory, saw the two little aboriginal waifs

"and decided to give ther the advantages of

education and enviranment which their own

. children had.

On the day of the wedding, Christine
and Faye went straight back to bed after

-the ceremony. .
+ At the reception at the New Alexand:

Faye and Christine sat at the bridal tabl
and ate turkey, ham, jellies a' I trifle wit
the hundredt guests. =

The little aboriginal girls whose adog
tion by the kindly Deutshers has been suc
a success, arc doing well at school. Fay
goes to kindergarten and Christine. t
Gardénvale State School. Both are abov
averi:ge in their classes. o

Now Lorraine is married, the young
sters are planning how they will mak
up to Dad and Mummy for the los

of “big sister.” # . .





