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Australia 

Dear Secretary, 

Inquiry into Bushfires in Tasmanian Wilderness - Submission by McDermott Aviation P.L. 

This submission addresses (primarily) the Inquiry's Terms of Reference sections: b), e) and f) 

based on observations from the recent fires and makes suggestions for greater effectiveness 

of aerial suppression resources. This submission is sent in the spirit of generally improving 

the use and application of aerial fire fighting resources. As with previous State and National 

inquiries, we have responded to calls for information and would be available for a full 

debrief on the following or any other relevant matters by any of the agencies involved. 

Background 

McDermott Aviation Heli-Lift Australia is Australian owned and operator of one of 

Australia's largest helicopter fleets (in terms of numbers and type of aircraft). The company 

conducts aerial fire fighting in most States of Australia and in other countries (US, Canada, 

Spain, Portugal, New Caledonia) as well as forestry, agricultural, aerial application, SAR and 

charter operations. McDermott Aviation currently holds NAFC contracts for fire fighting in 

Qld, NSW, Victoria, Tasmania and Western Australia using the World's largest fleet of 

Bell214Bs, which are the largest capacity domestically owned and operated helicopters (see 

- http://www.mcdermottaviation.com.au/our-aircraft/bell-214b-2930hp-operations).

Two of these machines are contracted to Tasmania (NAFC contracts) generally from mid 

December through to mid February each year. With the outbreak of the recent 

January/February 2016 fires, an additional Bell 2148 joined the fleet on a Call When Needed 

(CWN) basis. During this time our 3 aircraft flew a combined total of 584.7 hours and 

delivered approximately 13.9 million litres of water in 4,641 loads. The aircraft worked 

primarily on the Southwest and Maxwell River fires around Strathgordon and the 

Vale/Launceston region. The following notes are based on this period of operations with 

comparisons where noted. 
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McDermott Aviation would be pleased to provide any additional information or support that 

the inquiry may require - particularly in the area of fire fighting aviation. We hope that the 

preceding material will be of use to the committee and that it will be successful in 

identifying opportunities for better fire fighting response in the future. Please contact us if 

we can be of further assistance. 

McDermott Aviation 
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