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SDI was also fortunate to win a $3m Commonwealth Government Grant through the Cooperative
Research Centres Projects program. This project “Dentistry without mercury — glass fibre reinforced
flowable dental composite restorative materials” is a collaboration with the universities of NSW,
Sydney and Wollongong. We are grateful to have received this, but research needs to continue to
ensure Australia can be a leader in dental research.

Are other fillings safe for the environment and patient?

There is not enough research to show that the current amalgam alternatives are safe for the
environment. Composite fillings use nanoparticles and resins, which are also under question. At least
75% of non-amalgam fillings placed are composite fillings.

Let the experts choose:

Dentists need to be able to offer their patients alternative filling materials. There is a variety of
different factors why a dentist will choose one filling type over the other. The oral environment can
be difficult to control and can cause the dental filling to fail. Cost is also a significant factor: amalgam
is the lowest cost, long lasting, high-quality filling available. The dentists are the experts in choosing
what is right for their patient.

Phase down to 2030 ONLY:

SDI supports a phase down to 2030 in the use of amalgam for dental materials. Until true
alternatives can be developed, dentists need amalgam as part of their selection to meet their patients’
needs. The phase down is naturally occurring due to patient demand for tooth-coloured fillings.
Australia is a global citizen and needs to look after patients from lower socio-economic groups
globally.

If you have any questions, please contact me directly.

Yours faithfully,

Samantha Cheetham
CEO
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