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Senate Finance and Public Administration References Committee  
Inquiry into the management and assurance of integrity by consulting 

services (Consulting services) 
 

Department of Finance 
 

Response to Question on Notice 
 

 

Written QoN 45 (Senator Colbeck) 

 
The committee has heard evidence through this inquiry that there is effectively no 
regulation of consulting services operating in Australia.  

 
a) Should consulting firms operating in Australia be regulated? 
b) If yes, how does Finance think this should be approached? For example, should 
Australia have a compliance and monitoring regime in place for consulting, and if so, 
who should do the monitoring and compliance work? 
c) What role should Finance have in such regulation? 
 

 
Response  
 
The Department of Finance notes that these questions are seeking a policy position on the 
regulation of consulting services. Should the committee make recommendations in its final 
report on these matters, the Government will address these matters in its response. 
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Senate Finance and Public Administration References Committee  
Inquiry into the management and assurance of integrity by consulting 

services (Consulting services) 
 

Department of Finance 
 

Response to Question on Notice 
 
 

Written QoN 46 (Senator Colbeck) 

 
Who does Finance regard as the ultimate client of suppliers to the Commonwealth?  
 
 
Response  
 
The Australian Government enters into a broad range of contracts for goods and services in 
order to meet entities’ needs and deliver the Australian Government’s policy objectives. 
Each entity, through its Accountable Authority, is independently responsible for its own 
procurement processes and decisions, including ensuring value for money is achieved.  
 
AusTender data shows that in 2022-23, entities entered into 83,625 contracts with a 
combined value of $74.8 billion. 
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Inquiry into the management and assurance of integrity by consulting 

services (Consulting services) 
 

Department of Finance 
 

Response to Question on Notice 
 

 

Written QoN 47 (Senator Colbeck) 

 
APES110, The Code of Ethics for Professional Accountants, acknowledges in its first context 
setting sentence, the profession’s recognition of its public interest responsibility. 
 
The Commonwealth Supplier Code of Conduct does not explicitly require Commonwealth 
suppliers to act in the public interest. 
 
Given a Commonwealth supplier, including a consultant, is contracted to assist the 
Commonwealth fulfil its fundamental obligations to the Australian community: 
 
a. Why does the Commonwealth Supplier Code of Conduct not set that context out in its 

first paragraph? 
b. Why does the Commonwealth Supplier Code of Conduct not make explicit an 

expectation that all suppliers to the Commonwealth act in the public interest? 
 

 
Response  
 
The Commonwealth Supplier Code of Conduct (the Code) has not been finalised and the 
Department of Finance is currently considering feedback from a recent public consultation 
on the Code.  
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Department of Finance 
 

Response to Question on Notice 
 

 

Written QoN 48 (Senator Colbeck) 

 
Why does the Commonwealth Supplier Code of Conduct not function as a stand-alone 
document and why does it include links to the APS Code and value that are unclear and 
difficult to navigate?  
 
 
Response  
 
The Commonwealth Supplier Code of Conduct (the Code) has not been finalised and the 
Department of Finance is currently considering feedback from a recent public consultation 
on the Code.  
 
To enable enforcement and management of the Commonwealth Supplier Code of Conduct 
(the Code) it must be supported by provisions in request documentation and clauses in 
Commonwealth contracts. Contractual provisions make clear the obligations of both parties 
on performance, compliance, and breaches of the Code, enabling remediation and 
termination activities to be undertaken where necessary.  
 
Expectation 1.4 of the Code requires suppliers, when undertaking work on behalf of the 
Commonwealth, to uphold similar values and behaviours to those expected of public 
officials in the APS Values. The hyperlink within that expectation navigates the reader 
directly to the APS Values page on the Australian Public Service Commission website. The 
Code links the reader to the source rather than duplicate content to ensure that the Code 
will be consistent with the APS Values, should the Values be revised in the future. 
 
 

 



Inquiry into the management and assurance of integrity by consulting services 
(Consulting services) 

Page 1 of 1 

Senate Finance and Public Administration References Committee  
Inquiry into the management and assurance of integrity by consulting 

services (Consulting services) 
 

Department of Finance 
 

Response to Question on Notice 
 

 

Written QoN 49 (Senator Colbeck) 

 
The Business Council of Australia's submission (number 61 – attached) makes 11 
recommendations. Please provide Finance's view on each of these recommendations.   
 
 
Response  
 
The Department of Finance notes that these questions are seeking a policy position. Should 
the committee make recommendations in its final report which include these 
recommendations, the Government will address these matters in its response. 
 
 
 
 

 





 

    

     

     

    

      

     

    

     

     

     

   

       

 
               



  

                 

             

                  
     

                

                    
               

  

                
                  

              

               

               

                

               
                

               

            

                   

     

                
           

                 

               

             

              

           

             

              

                
                

                  

               
                

               

               
              

             

                     
        

               

                
              

   

 
                



   

  

  

              
              

             

       

  

              
              

                  

        

  

         

              

           

                

                   

             

  

              

                 
      

  

                 
 

   

  

              

 

              

               

              

           

               

              
              

         

                 
              

                



              

            

   

  

               

  

               

             

                 
           

               

         

              

              

             
               

         

               
            

             

 

   

  

               
       

             

           
      

               

              

             
    

          

  

              

 

             
                  

 

                



 

  

         

              

            

        

       

  

             
      

       

             

              
      

   

  
              

                

              
             

               
            

              

            

                  
                

             

            
 

 
                



      

      
        

      

     

    

   

    
        

        

  

               

                   

                      

            

    
      

      
 

   

  
   

  

 

  
        

     

              

                   
                  

                

 
                





               

             

                

     

              
 

                  

                  
                   

             

    

                

           

                

    

               

                
  

                 

    

              

            

             

          

               

  

              

           

           

            

   

  
                

                 

                
               

            

                 

       

 
                



                 

               
           

               

           

                  

             

               
               

     

                     
                

                
                 
                  

               
               

  

              

              

             
       

  

              

              
                  

        

  

         

              
           

                
                  
              

  

              

                 
      

  

                 

 

                     

 
                



   
                

               
               

                 
                  

               
             

   

                

           

  

              

              

               

              
           

               
              

              
          

                 
              

              

            

   
                  

                

              
               

                

                 
                   

                  

               

                 

                
               

       

     

 
                



  

               

  

               
             

                 

           

               
         

              
              

             
               

         

               
            

             
 

   
               

       

               
               

                 

              

             
                

                
                

        

              
              

        

  

               

       

             

           
      

       

 
                



               

             
             
     

          

  

              

             
                  

 

 
           
              

        

               

                 
                 
    

               
               

              

         

               
  

               

            

  

         

              

            

        

       

  

             

      

       

             

        

 
                



              
      

     
                

                 

               
               

                
               

                
                  

           

               
               

                
               

              
               

                 
      

                 

            
              

               

 
                



    

              

             

                  
      

                
                  

                  
                    

                 
                   

                    

 
                






