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53 MARTIN PLACE,
SYDNEY, N.S.W.

SUMMARY
Section Drug No, of Tablets Thalidomide Landed Cost
Content e
I Thalidomide 6,234,728 381, 6l kgs. AS51,033
II 'Valgraine' 423,548 5.29 " 8,002
III 'Asmaval 500,000 6,25 " 1,888
v "Walgis' 375,108 18,76 " 4,238
v "Tensival' 545,800 6.82 " 4,525
8,079,184 118,76 kgs. A£69,686
Thalidomide 30,778 bottles 24,62 " 5,130
suspension of 2 fl.ozs.

(400 mg./fl.oz.)

443,38 kgs. AETL, 816

%

E. G. GROSS
Resident Director in Australia
The Distillers Company Limited

th J 1963.
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53 MARTIN PLACE, |

SYDNEY, N.S.W.

THE DISTILLERS COMPANY LIMITED
STOCKS OF THALIDOMIDE & RELATED FRODUCTS
HELD AT ARTARMON, N,S.W.
SECTION I
THALIDOMIDE
Thalidomide
Form Sige No, Content - kgs. Landed Co
Tablets 25-mg, 3,220 410, 80.61 AE1L,753
" 100-mg. 5,010,281l 301.03 36,280
Suspension 400-mg. / 30,778 bottles 24,62 5,130
1,0z, ea. of 2 fl.ozs.
406.26 AL56,163
E. G. GROSS
Resident Director in Australia
The Distillers Company Limited
24th January, 1963.
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I have just been informed by the Herald that Senator Wade has
categorically denied that these drugs were ever sold in Australia.
It is disturbing to find that the Federal Health Depariment, which is
responsible for safeguarding the heslth of the people of Australia,
has not yet caught up with the names of lethal druge which were sold
here in 1%61.

It is difficult to decide whether the Minister is careless,
indifferent or just ill-informed, but the malformation and death of,
as yet, unborn children of Australias, is not a matter about which any
Federal Minister for Health should be either indifferent - or careless.

THESE DRUGS WILL STILL BE ON THE SHELVES OF MEDICINE CABINETS IN

MANY HOMES, and I look to you to press Senator Wade to issue to the
public a truthful and detailed warning, such as the enclosed, on
"Tensival," "Valgis" and "Valgraine."

Should he refuese to do so I ask that you, as Leader of the
Opposition, give this statement te the Press.

IT IS A MATTER OF EXTREME URGENCY THAT THE WOMEN OF AUSTRALTA
SHOULD BE WARNED, IMMEDIATELY, OF THEE DANGEROUS CHARACTER OF THESE
DRUGS.

Once again I must thank you for the concern you have shown for
those who are threatened by this horror.

Yours faithfully,

R 2 L

P.S5. ©Should this warning be issued in your name it is for you to decide
whether or not you acknowledge the source of your information, but
I feel that you should know that the British Union for the
Abolition of Vivisection, (Melb. Branch) who, aided by the Combined
Animal Welfare Organisations of Victoria, hawe borne the cost of
publishing "Warning to Women" have asiked for no recognition. They
were activated solely by the desire to warn the women of thise
country of disaster which lMangs over them, so that further calamitous
births might be prevented.

Fad the Fed. gea)th Department been functioning efficiently much
labour and expense would have been unnecessary.
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' COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA,

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH.

LA L&

SUMECT...... _ Thalidomide - Representations from lir, Calwell

The Minister :

Mr. Calwell wrote to you on the 4th and 18th December
on behalf of Wiss Hennie Simmons, who recently published a bocklet
("Warning to Women") in which she oriticised the sctivities of the
Department of Health following disclosure of the effeats of thalidomide
when taken by women during early pregnancy.

Pa Despite some inaccuracies in her publication, a point

she emphasizes and which may have some merit, is the inherent danger of
supplies of left-over preparations containing thalidomide in household
medicine chests, In her letters to lir. Calwell, Miss Simnons again
emphasizes this danger, and has suggested that you issue a press statement
warning the public of the risks, and specifically mentioning the names of
thalidomide preparations that were on sale in Australia until withdrawm by
the manufacturers.

i As you know, thalidomide preparations were withdrawn from
sale over a year ago, and the subject appears to be no longer topical.
This fact, ooupled with the publicity that haa been given to the side
effects of thalidomide, should be sufficient reason for not resurrecting
this subject. However, there posaibly could be some households that still
have these preparations in their medicine chests and are not aware of the
inherent danger,

4. On the 10th December, the Melbourne "Herald™ published your
warning to householders to destroy supplies of thalidomide preparations in
their possession, but so far as can be ascertained, your statement did not
appear in interstate newspapers. If you consider that you should issue a
further warning, a suggested press statement has been prepared and is
attached for your consideration.

Se However, as you may feel that the subject is no longer
topical and could re-awalen press publicity which could be possibly adverse,
you might consider the issue of a press statement unwarranted at this stage.
In this event, I have attached for your consideration a draft reply to

Mr. Calwell embodying generally Commonwealth responsibilities in relation
to the control of drugs, and action taken by the Commonwealth in regard to
thalidomide.
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e’ A TELEPHONE: XXX b =
o A 42-3855 o =

COMMONWEALTH PARLIAMENT OFFICES,
IRDEOEX
MBLBEDREE XX K

P.0. BOX 76,
RICHMOND. E.1.

13th December, 1962.

Senator H. Wade,
Minister for Health,
Parliament House,

CANEBERRA. A.C.T.
Dear Senator Wade,
‘\ I have been requested by a number of people

to draw your attention to their belief that the dangerous
drug thalidomide is contained in three compounds called
"PTensival"™, "Valgis" and "Valgraine" which are on sale in
Australia for headache, hayfever, toothache, bronchitis, etc.
and that no warning, official or otherwise, has been issued
to the publie concerning the injury that can be done if these
drugs are taken by women who are pregnant.

I would appreciate your advice as to whether
thalidomide is included in these compounds, whether such
= injury cen be caused, and whether any warnings have been
issued.

Yours sincerely,

bl s

J.F. CAIRNS M.H.R.

-~
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Bradley Lodge,
71 Elphin Grove,
Hawthorn.

Dec. 11th. 62,

The Hon. A. A. Calwell, M,P.,
Leader of the Opposition,
Parliament House,

Canberra,

A, C. T.

Dear Sir,

First of all I wish to thank you very much for the prompt
action you have taken in bringing "Warning to Women" to the notice
of the Federal Minieter for Health.

I must, however, draw your attention to the wholly unsatis-
factory and thoroughly misleading nature of Senator Wade's "warning"
as published in the Herald (Dec. 10).

'Thalidomide' is merely the chemical name of the drug which
has left a trail of horror and suffering throughout the world, and
it is utterly useless for the Minister to tell the public that "any
supplies of the dangerous drug thalidomide found in household
medicine cupboards should be destroyed immediately."” THIS DRUG HAS

NEVER, AT ABY TIME, IN ANY COUNTRY IN THE WORLD, BEEN SOLD UNDER THE
NAME OF 'THALIDOMIDE, '

The documentary, "Warning to Viomen," discloses full particulars
of four patent medicines, all of which comtain thalidomide in such
guantities that, if taken in accordance with the manufacturers' instructe
ions, they will cause malformed and still-born babies as readily es
"Distaval." (the name under which thalidomide is known in Australia),

THREE OF THESE COMPOUNDS, "TENSIVAL," "“VALGIS" and "VALGRATNE"
HAVE BEEN SOLD IN AUSTRALIA FOR COMPLAINTS SUCH AS HEADACHE, TOOTHACEHE,
HAYFEVER, WEURALGIA, BRONCHITIS, MIGRAINE, FIBROSITIS, ASTHMA etc.,

In confirmation of the above statement I am enclosing a cutting
taken from Truth, (F¥ov. 24.) which reports an interview with the
Distillers Co. (Biochemicals) Aust. Pty Ltd., the manufacturers of the
drugs.

As you will see, on receiving a copy of "Warning to Women"
Truth questioned the mamufacturers who admitted that "Tensival,"
"Valgis" and “Valgraine" had been 801d over the counter without a
Preescription in Australia.
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I have just been informed by the Herald that Senator Wade has
categorically denied that these drugs were ever sold in Australia,
It is disturbing to find that the Federal Health Department, which is
responsible for safeguarding the heslth of the people of Australia,
has not yet caught up with the names of lethal druge which were sold
here in 1961.

It is difficult to decide whether the Minister is careless,
indifferent or just ill-informed, but the malformaticn and death of,
as yet, unborn children of Australis, is not a matter about which any
Federal Minister for Health should be either indifferent - or careless.

THESE DRUGS WILL STILL BE ON THE SHELVES OF MEDICINE CABINETS IN

MANY HOMES, and I look to you to press Senator Wade to issue to the
public a truthful and detailed warning, such as the enclosed, on
"Tensival," "Valgis" and "Valgraine."

Should he refuse to do so I ask that you, as Leader of the
Opposition, give this statement te the Press.

IT IS A MATTER OF EXTREME URGENCY TEAT THE WOMEN OF AUSTRALTIA
SHOULD BE WARNED, IMMEDIATELY, OF THE DANGEROUS CHARACTER OF THESE
DRUGS.

Once again I must thank you for the concern you have shown for
those who are threatened by this horror.

Yours faithfully,

P,S. Should this warning be issued in your name it is for you to decide
whether or not you acknowledge the source of your informatiom, but
I feel that you should know that the British Union for the
Abolition of Vivisection, (Melb, Branch) who, aided by the Combined
Animal Welfare Organisations of Victoria, hawe borne the cost of
publishing "Werning to Women" have asked for no recognition. They
were activated solely by the desire to warn the women of thie
country of disaster which kangs over them, so that further calamitous
births might be prevented.
fad the Fed. yea1th Department been functioning efficiently much
labour and expense would have been unnecessary.
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"OFF THE MARKET 2"

This bottle of Distaval was purchased on July 8th, 1962,
nearly 73 months after this drug was “taken off the market.”

SCENE: Chemist shop in Melbourne.

“Yes?"” “A bottle of Distaval, please.” “Distaval?” “Yes,
DISTAVAL. “Oh! Yes" ... “How much is that ?" “28/6.”
“Thank you, good afternoon.”

As simply as that — and without a preseription.

AND IN THIS BOTTLE OF 100 25 mg. TABLETS THERE IS
ENOUGH THALIDOMIDE TO TERRIBLY AND REVOLTINGLY
DEFORM AND/OR DEFORM AND KILL 7 BABIES !

As confirmation of this statement, here is a letter which
appeared in the “Lancet” (March 17, 1962). It was written by
Mr. Frank Stabler, F.R.C.S,, of Newcastle upon Tyne :

“A recent patient of mine showed how small a dose of
thalidomide is sufficient to cause the typical deformities . . .
she was given 50 mg. a day for a fortnight. The patient states
that she took the tablets for a week only ... The baby, weigh-
ing 2} 1b. showed phocomelia and died at 33 hours.”

(Mr. Stabler's patient took, in all, 350 mg. thalidomide. Dr. A. W. Ferguson's
patient took 400 mn;?b! this drug.)

THERE ARE OTHER WAYS OF PRODUCING MALFORMED
AND STILL-BORN BABIES!

[17]
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LEADER OF THE OPPOSITION.
CANBERRA, AC.T.

4th December, 1962,

M&r Minister,

43
Enclosed herewith is a letter I have received
from Rennie Simmons, together with a publiecation she
has produced dealing with the alleged effects of
q@ certain drugs on women. I should be glad if you would

have my correspondent's complaint investigated.

Senator the Hon. H.W. Wade,
. Minister for Health,
; Parliament House,
| Canberra. A.C.T.
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FoLio Bradley Ledge,
‘ ”g 7 Elphin Greve,
Hawthorn,
Victoria.

Nov. 28th. 62.

The Hen. Arthur Augustus Calwell, M.H.R.,
Leader of the Opposition,

Parliament House,

Canberra.

‘l cl T.

Under separate cover I am sending you a copy ef a
dooumentary dealing with the catastrophic effects of the drug
thalidomide ("Distaval").

"Warning te Women" discleses full particulars of feur patent
medicines, all of which contain thalidemide in such quantities that,
if taken in accordance with the manufacturers' instructiens, they
will cauee malformed and still-bern babies as readily as "Distaval."

Although three of these compounds, "Tensival," "Valgis" and
"Valgraine" have been on sale in Australia, and will still be present
| in medicine cupboards in numerous hemes, NO OFFICIAL WARNING WHATSOEVER
| HAS BEEN ISSUED T0 THE PUBLIC CONCERNING THEIR TRAGIC POTENTIALITIES.,

If these facts continue to be suppressed, more and more babies
will be malformed - or killed - as time goes on,

IT IS A MATTER OF EXTREME URGENCY THAT THE WOMEN OF AUSTRALTIA
SHOULD K¥WOW, IMMEDIATELY, THAT THIS DANGER STILL THREATENS THEM,

I am writing to ask that, as Leader of the Oppeosition, you
teke appropriate action in this matter without delay.

Yours faithfully,

NF‘/’%@M«; 7@%9»8
o
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DEPARTMENT OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS :

Z

BLEGRAM .

C.14269. 7

1730.

2#2 -

UICLASSIFIED,

Ottawa, Canada.

the following is advised:-

Sent: 1l4th August, 1962.

For Dr. G.D.W. Cameron, Deputy Minister of National Health,

In response to your request for information concerning
experience in Australia following the use of the drug Thalidomide,

(1)

(2)

! (3)

&)

(5)

(6)

First made ava%%able for sale to the publie on
1st August, 1960. t

Restricted to doctor's prescription in State of
Queensland only. Available without restriction
in other States,

Withdrawn from the market on 29th November, 1961,
Note to this effect published in "Medical Journal
of Australia" of 9th December, 198%,

Product voluntarily withdrawn by the Australian
distributors.

Thalidomide declared a Prohibited Import under Item
18 of the Second Schedule to the Customs (Prohibited
Imports) Regulations on 9th August, 1962.

Action taken by Australian distributor consisted of
letter dated 1st December, 1961, to doctors confirming
withdrawal of Thalidomide as from 29th November, 1961,
and giving the reason far withdrawal as possible
harmful effects on the foetus in early pregnancy,

| A letter dated lst December, 1961 was also sent to hospitals
| and retail and wholesale chemists confirming the withdrawal of the

I drug.

A1l existing stocks were to be returned and full credit

would be given,

PM.'s

-

L

Further information as requested, concerning abnormal births
in Australia associated with Thalidomide and any-relevant comments
will be forwarded by letter,

D.Fefshauge

HEALTH (62/2942)

14th August, 1962,

W
DMK

=

/
i
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Record of Discussion

This morning the Minister for Health, Dr, D.N. Everingham,

received at Parliament House Mr. J.W. Draper, the Resident
Representative in Australia of the Distillers Company Limited.
Mr, Draper was accompanied by Mr, Culey of Allan Allen & Hemsley,
Solicitors; the Minister was attended by Sir William Refshauge,
Bri AUS, Spears and Mr, R.J. Findlay of the Department of Health
and by Mr, C, Morrison of the Crown Solicitor's Office,

Mr. Draper stated that he asked for the meeting in order
that the Commonwealth Government might be informed in general terms
of his company's intention to establish, if it was found practicable,
a fund to provide assistance throughout their lives for the
thalidomide victims. He stated --and he asked that the information
be kept confidential - that Distillers had in mind setting aside
$4M. or approximately $100,000 per child on average.

Mr, Draper said that the establishment of the fund would
depend upon all or nearly all of the known victims renouncing any
existing or future claims for compensation, There were approximatel}
9 cases at present before the courts in the various States and
others could be expected. He mentioned two other matters giving
him concern, firstly, the lengthy period during which claims could
be instituted (in some States at least the statutory period of six «
years for the institution of legal action commences to run, where
a minor is concerned, from the time the minor reaches 21 years of
age) and, secondly, the company could not be certain that all the
potential claimants were known to it. In the U.K. for a number of
years the total number of victims was thought to be 65 but after
considerable publicity had been given to the affair another 345
sufferers were progressively identified over some years.

Mr, Draper hoped that the company could look to the
Commonwealth for endorsement of its proposal and for a measure

of direct assistance, e.g., choice of trustees, special taxation
consideration, publicity, and help with jurisdictiomal pro ms.
HE_HTE‘ﬁﬁi_Eﬁéw, hovever, to which Minister his representations

should be directed.

The Minister said that he could not enter into a commitment
of any kind but that, in the first place at least, he would be please
to receive on behalf of the Government any representations to it by
Distillers,

"Mr. Draper stated that he would write to the Minister for
Health advising him in formal terms of Distiller's intention to
establish a trust and identifying the areas in which the company
wished to have the guidance or co-operation of the Commonwealth. He
would also inform the State Governments of what Distillers had in

mindc
(R. J ‘é‘:{dlay)
/7/1/1 973
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MINISTER FOR HEALTH

Parliament House,
CANBERRA., AJC.T. 2600

15 FEB 1973
My dear Minister,

Would you please advise on understandings
arrived at or likely pelicy changes re provision -g

artificial aids for Thalidomide victims? Thers is a
fund shortly to be set up by the Distilless Co.y by

agreement with the Thalidomide Aid Society,

The amount of the fund could be influenced
by your decision so early advice would bs appreciated
by the Thalidomide Aid Scciety and no doubt by the

Distillers Company. -
There has been implied in Senator MeClelland's

approaches to the former Government on behalf of the
Society, that the Government has a moral obligetion

beyond that due to other handicapped children because

our officials allocated sale of the drug whereas it was
never approved for the U.S, on sound grounds of insufficient
assurance of safety. This does not imply a legal obligation
according to a Court decision in the U.K,, I understand.

Yours sincerely,

DOUG EvERING);m
(DOUG EVERINGHAM)

Senator the Hon R, Bishop,
Minister for Repatriation,
Parliament House,

s AJC.T. 2600

Fhe Hon Frank Crean, M.P.,
Treasurer,

Parliament House,
CANBERRA. A.C.T. 2600

@ Copy for your information,'
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e DEPARTMENT OF FOREi(i AFFAIRS

®  INWARD CABLEGRAM

ACTION copy
0,5T2651 TR8/BMD
T OR =1 B4SFR 48T 6

0. ST K140 139, 76 *CL A
10. FAS & FES
“"“—-—-.,____.."

T0O, INFORMATION co
PP CANBERRA/2333 Jrhe Ll ﬂfmp’ﬁffr:’x;"r?.;

£ ., T, . w
RP. i - LA D,
RR BONN/4S ROME/26 TOKYO/28 B3t TN oM e rr oy,
RR PARIS EMB/59 MADRID/0S OTTAWA/58 “f"l" &0 EAs,ssH.

~E*S O.ER Dy FAS, RL &
FM. STOCKHOLM / FILE 201/4/4 REF O.CHAOISOI'M FAS, D, & w. ;,;v

= L
FAS., GFrEp DIV. FAs, A & 8. DIy,

RESTRICTED o ASST. SEC, MAN., sery.
THALIDOMIDE CHILDREN

FOLLOWING INFORMAT ION ON THALID OMIDE AFFL ICTED CHILDREN IN
SWEDEN SUPPLIED BY HEALTH MINISTRY, DRUG COMPANY INV QLVED
(ASTRA), AND LEGAL ADVISER TO ASSOCIATION FOR T HAL IDOMIDE
CHILDREN:

(1) FOLLOWING OUT -OF-COURT SETTLEMENT , ASTRA PAID
COMPENSATION TO 105 CHILDREN (SWEDISH AND DANISH) IN
1968 TO SuM OF SWEDISH KRONOR 6,000 AVERAGE PER CHILD
PER YEAR. LIFETIME PAYMENT IS SUBJECT TO ANNUAL
INFLAT IONARY AD JUSTMENT AND TOTAL COMPENSATION WAS
SKR 1.1 MILLION IN 1975,

(2) LUMP SUM IS PAID BIANNUALLY INTO BANK ACCOUNT HELD BY
ASSOCIATION FOR THALIDOMIDE CHILDREN AND THEN DISTRIBUTED
BY ASSOCIATION TO CHILDREN'S INDIVIDUAL ACCOUNTS.
ASSOCIATION DOES NOT ADMINISTER TRUST, BUT MERELY ACTS
IN ADVISORY CAPACITY CONCERNING INDIVIDUAL ALL OTMENT S,
COMPENSATION CAN THEREFORE BE CONSIDERED AS PAYMENT
DIRECTLY TO CHILDREN.

(3) A SPECIAL LAW WAS PASSED BY PARL IAMENT GRANTING CHILDREN
EXEMPT ION FROM NORMAL TAX REQUIREMENTS. THERE IS NO TIME
LIMIT ON EXEMPT ION,

(4) DETAILS OF TAX EXEMPT ION WILL BE FORWARDED FOLL OWING
EMBASSY TRANSLATION OF ABOVE LAW.

(5) NO GOVERNMENT GRANT WAS MADE TO CHILDREN.
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DEPARTMENT OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS

* INWARD CABLEGRAM

2 = 0.TK9295

5., THE MAIN REASON FOR THE GOVERNMENT 'S INVOLVEMENT WAS THAT IT

ACKNOWLEDGED THAT IT HAD BEEN AT FAULT IN NOT WITHDRAWING THE DRUG
SOONER «

€. NO CONCURRENT GRANTS WERE MADE TO OR IN FAVOUR OF ANY OTHER
CATEGORIES OR GROUPS OF HANDICAPPED CHILDREN.

7. THE MINISTRY SAID THAT A TRUST HAD BEEN CONSIDERED BY THE
VICTIMS BUT THE FOUNDATION FORMAT HAD BEEN DECIDED UPON BECAUSE OF
THE FLEXIBILITY THIS PROV IDED. THAL IDOMIDE VICT IMS RECE IVE

ADDIT IONAL ASSISTANCE FROM THE GOVERNMENT UNDER THE D ISABLED PERSONS
WELFARE LAW.

PRIME M INISTER

FOREIGN MINISTER

TREASURER AND TREASLRY T/T
FOREIGN AFFAIRS

PM AND C
HEALTHT /T
|
|
|
|
|
|
s
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DEPARTMENT OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS

*® INWARD CABLEGRAM

2 - 0.TK9295

5. THE MAIN REASON FOR THE GOVERNMENT'S INVOLVEMENT WAS THAT IT

ACKNOWLEDGED THAT IT HAD BEEN AT FAULT IN NOT WITHDRAWING THE DRUG
SOONER .

€. NO CONCURRENT GRANTS WERE MADE TO OR IN FAVOUR OF ANY OTHER
CATEGORIES OR GROUPS OF HANDICAPPED CHILDREN,

7. THE MINISTRY SAID THAT A TRUST HAD BEEN CONSIDERED BY THE
VICTIMS BUT THE FOUNDATION FORMAT HAD BEEN DECIDED UPON BECAUSE OF
THE FLEXIBILITY THIS PROV IDED. THAL IDOMIDE VICT IMS RECE IVE

ADDIT IONAL ASSISTANCE FROM THE GOVERNMENT UNDER THE D ISABLED PERSONS
WELFARE LAW.

PRIME M INISTER

FOREIGN MINISTER

TREASURER AND TREASLRY T/T
FOREIGN AFFAIRS

PM AND C

HEALTHT /T

Page

27

N\

7
7
7

R

/s

%

s

7

/1‘4//

7/

7777

77
ST,

/%

D 362
77 / ‘//’/ s,
{f’/// /{/// .

e

Compiled by: Lisa McManus

Thalidomide Group Australia



Support for Australia’s thalidomide survivors
Submission 1 - Attachment 1

SENATE INQUIRY - Supporting Documentation Page |28

1

The Treasury — Office Services Sub— Section

INWARDS TELEPRINTER MESSAGE

N 259 _
Z_‘/Q /1970 AT

Received

DELIVER TO: MR M S Buméc\/
v/(':%
o

02154 7AEST
TO TREASURY
406

s Xy o e —
0.TK9295 1020 2.9.76 CLA L IR TIREICTED
To.

PP CANBERRA/7664

RP.
RR BONN/057 MADRID/06 OTTAWA/087
RR PARIS EMB/097 ROME/O42 STOCKHOLM/018

FM. TOKYO / FILE 204/4 REF 0.CH401901
RESTRICTED
THALIDOMIDE CHILDREN

HEALTH AND WELFARE MINISTRY HAS PROVIDED THE FOLLOWING |NFORM-
ATION.

2. THE 253 RECOGNISED THALIDOMIDE VICTIMS IN JAPAN WERE ON THE BASIS
OF A SETTLEMENT REACHED IN 1974, AWARDED A TOTAL OF 8,258,000,000
YEN, TWO-THIRDS OF WHICH CAME FROM THE COMPANIES WHICH PRODUCED

THE DRUG AND ONE~THIRD FROM THE GOVERNMENT.

3. THE CHILDREN, NOW RANGING IN AGE FROM 12 TO 17, ARE DIVIDED
INTO FIVE CATEGORIES ON THE BASIS OF THE DAMAGE SUSTAINED. THESE
RANKS, THE NUMBER OF CHILDREN IN EACH, AND THE AMOUNTS AWARDED
ARE SET OUT BELOW:

READ IN FOUR COLUMNS
RANK NUMBERS AMOUNT (THOUSAND OF YEN) TOTAL AMOUNT FOR RANK

89 40,000 3,557,000
103 33,000 3,399,000
24 28,000 672,000

33 18,000 594,000

4 9,000 36,000

4, IN SOME CASES THE COMPENSATION WAS PAID DIRECT TO THE CHILDREN
BUT 206 ELECTED TO RECEIVE A YEARLY AMOUNT AND A FOUNDATION,

ISHIZUE (FOUNDATION STONE), WAS SET UP IN DECEMBER 1974 TO ADMINIS-
TER THIS DISBURSEMENT AND PERFORM OTHER FUNCTIONS FOR THE VICTIMS,
THE FOUNDATION, WHICH |S HEADED BY THE FATHER OF A VICTIM, WAS ES-
TABLISHED WITH A VIEW TO PROVIDING PENSIONS FOR A PERIOD OF 60

YEARS. THE INTEREST FROM INVESTMENTS OF THE FOUNDATION IS SUBJECT

TO TAXATION IN THE NORMAL WAY AND ANY INCOME DERIVED FROM |NVESTMENTS
OF THE PENSION MADE BY INDIVIDUAL RECIPIENTS IS ALSO SUBJECT TO
| TAXATION. UNDER JAPANESE LAW THE ORIGINAL AWARD IS TAX FREE.

moQw>

5. THE MAIN REASON FOR THE GOVERNMENT’S INVOLVEMENT WAS THAT IT
ACKNOWLEDGED THAT |T HAD BEEN AT FAULT IN NOT WITHDRAWING THE DRUG
SOONER.

6. NO CONCURRENT GRANTS WERE MADE TO OR IN FAVOUR OF ANY OTHER
CATEGORIES OR GROUPS OF HANDICAPPED CHILDREN.

7. THE MINISTRY SAID THAT A TRUST HAD BEEN CONSIDERED BY THE
VICTIMS BUT THE FOUNDATION FORMAT HAD BEEN DECIDED UPON BECAUSE OF
THE FLEXIBILITY THIS PROVIDED, THALIDOMIDE VICTIMS RECE|VE
ADDITIONAL ASSISTANCE FROM THE GOVERNMENT UNDER THE DISABLED PERSONS
WELFARE LAW,

XC. 0.TK9295 1020 2.9.76 7664 057 06 087 097 042 018 204/4 0.CH40190
253 1974 8,258,000,000 YEN TWO-THIRDS ONE-THIRD 12 17 FIVE A 89
40,000 3,557,000 B 103 33,000 3,399,000 C 24 28,000 672,000

D 33 18,000 594,000 E 4 9,000 36,000 206 |SHIZUE DECEMBER 1974 60

! o 1
CM, o r""f_.‘;'.‘ﬂ'"”'ﬁ‘
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DEPARTMENT OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS

° e
: INWARD CABLEGRAM

2-0.R04517
HANDICAPPED CHILDREN'S ACT OF 1972, COPY OF ACT WILL RE SENT
IN AIRFREIGHT BAG LEAVING HERE 3.9.7€.

CVID S=NOs

(VII) YES, SEE PARAGRAPH 3. DM50 MILLION WAS SPECIFICALLY N
FOR THALIDOMIDE CHILDREN. AN ADDITIONAL 50 MILLION FOR

THALIDOMIDE CHILDREN WAS MADE AVAILABLE IN JULY 1976 AS
COMPENSATION FOR INFLATION, THERE ARE 2589 THALIDOMIDE
CASES IN THE FEDERAL REPUBLIC.

(VIII) THE FOUNDATION WAS FORMED WITH THE AID OF GOVERNMENT
GRANTS TO ENSURE THAT THE SYSTEM OF MONTHLY ALLOWANCES TO THE
CHILDREN WAS ADOPTED TO GUARANTEE LIFE-LONG BENEFITS., (THE
DM100 MILLION PAID BY GRUENTHAL CHEMIE TO THE ORIGINAL
3-LAWYER TRUST WAS INTENDED TO BE USED AS A ONE-TIME LUMP SUM
CAPITAL COMPENSATION ONLY.)

THE GOVERNMENT WAS OF THE OPINION THAT GRUNENTHAL CHEMIE wAS
TOO SMALL A COMPANY TO BE EXPECTED TO CONTINUE PAYING ADEQUATE
COMPENSATION Tn THE THALIDOMIDE VICTIMS,

>

(IX) YES, OF THE ORIGINAL DMI00 MILLION MADE AVAILABLE BY THE

GOVERNMENT, THROUGH WHICH THE FOUNDATION WAS FORMED, DM50 §§§
MILLION wAS INTENDED TO BE USED FOR CREATING FACILITIES (I.E. Q\5
HOMES AND HOSPITALS) AND RESEARCH FACILITIES FOR THE BENEFIT k\Q\
OF OTHER HANDICAPPED CHILDREN, THESE FUNDS ARE NOT USED FOR N
INDIVIDUAL GRANTS FOR HANDICAPPED CHILDREN. §§
\\
(X) EMPHASIS WAS LAID BY THE FOUNDATION ON THE PREFERENCE FOR N
THE SYSTEM OF LIFETIME MONTHLY ALLOWANCES, WHICH CAN BE
ADJUSTED REGULARLY TO THE COST OF LIVING, AS OPPOSED TD A LUMP

SUM CAPITAL COMPENSATION, THE AUTHORITIES ARE AWARE OF THE
PROBLEMS OF THE APPARENT DISCRIMINATION OF OTHER HANDICAPPED
‘ CHILDREN IN CONTRAST WITH THE TREATMENT OF THALIDOMIDE

; CHILDREN,

2. HERR KOCH STATED THAT THE JAPANESE GOVERNMENT HAD ALSO SOUGHT
INFORMATION ON THE FRG®S COMPENSATION SCHEME.

3. COPIES OF RELEVANT PARLIAMENTARY ACTS AND PROCEDURAL FORMS WILL
BE FORWARDED IN AIRFREIGHT BAG LEAVING HERE 3.9.76.

PRIME MINISTER

FOREIGN MINISTER

TREASURER AND TREASURY (C) T/T
FOREIGN AFFAIRS

MIN AND DEPT HEALTH

PM AND C
|
|
| N
N
| N\
I
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COMPENSATION FOR THALIDOMIDE VICTIMS.

17

DEPARTMENT OF FOREIGN A{YIIJAIRS

INWA RD““E‘}"A“L BLEGRAM

EAS, T. & L. DIV.
£p. SEC. FAS, FL.DO,B04A517 DJM 3/NAS
D 3 conowa FAS. . PR 0330 2.9.76

DEP.

SECRETARY

£p., DIV.
FboS—C FE ASST, SEC. MAN. SERVE

OF THIS CABLE
X

PLEASE PASS FOLLOWING TO TREASURER'S OFFICE.

ON |

SEPTEMRER WE SPOKE WITH HERR KOCH OF THE LASTENAUSGLEICHS-

7

BANK, WHICH HOLDS FINANCIAL RESPONSIBILITY FOR PAYMENT OF COMPEN-

SATION,

HE PROVIDED THE FOLLOWING ANSWERS TO THE QUESTIONS RAISED

IN 0.CH401901:

D

DM50 MILLION BY THE FIRM GRUENTHAL CHEMIE, THE GERMAN
MANUFACTURERS OF THE DRUG.

(II) AND (III) THIS PAYMENT WAS INITIALLY PAID TO A TRUST
CONSISTING OF 3 LAWYERS (THE COMPANY LAWYER OF THE FIRM N
GRUENTHAL CHEMIE, THE LAWYER WHO REPRESENTED THE FIRM AT THE §§§
COURT HEARING, AND THE LAWYER REPRESENTING THE CHILDREW . §§§
THIS PRELIMINARY TRUST WAS DISSOLVED AND IN 1972 THE FOUNDATION \\\
FOR HANDICAPPED CHILDREN WAS FORMED BY ACT OF PARLIAMENT, §§§
THIS FOUNDATION WILL REMAIN IN EXISTENCE AS LONG AS THERE
ARE THALIDOMIDE VICTIMS LIVING.

YES, DMI100 MILLION IN THE FORM OF TWO INSTALMENTS OF

___

(IV) THE FUNDS ARE EXEMPT FROM TAXATION., PAYMENTS ARE MADE
IN THE FOLLOWING FORMS:

(A) AN INITIAL LUMP SUM CAPITAL COMPENSATION TO THE
PARENTS TO COMPENSATE FOR HARDSHIP SUFFERED AS A RESULT NF
THE DRUG:

(B) SURSEQUENT MINOR LUMP SUM PAYMENTS TO THOSE PARENTS A
WHOSE CHILDREN ARE NOT SEVERELY HANDICAPPED AS A RESULT OF NN
THALIDOMIDE. THE GOVERNMENT ESTARLISHED A POINTS SYSTEM FOR ﬁ§§§§
THE DEGREE OF IMPAIRMENT AND FROM THAT DREW UP A TARLE OF c§§§§
COMPENSATION: NN

(C) THE MAIN USE OF THE FUNDS IS TO PROVIDE A MONTHLY §§§§

ALLOWANCE (PAID BY THE FOUNDATION) INTO A BANK ACCOUNT

OPENED BY THE PARENTS ON BEHALF OF THEIR CHILDREN., THE
ALLOWANCE IS ALSO DETERMINED ACCORDING T0O THE DEGREE OF
DISABLEMENT,

Q%)

INCOME IS DECLARED AS NON-TAXABLE IN THE CONTEXT OF THE
2/aes
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- DEPARTMENT OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS

®  INWARD CABLEGRAM

0.ST2651 TR8/BMD
TOR 184412, 9,76
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FM. STOCKHOLM / FILE 201/4/4 REF 0.CH40150] ///ﬁ64//'(/
RESTRICTED
THAL IDOMIDE CHILDREN

FOLLOW ING INFORMAT ION ON THALIDOMIDE AFFL ICTED CHILDREN IN
SWEDEN SUPPLIED BY HEALTH MINISTRY, DRUG COMPANY INV (LVED
(ASTRA), AND LEGAL ADVISER TO ASSOCIATION FOR T HAL IDOMIDE
CHILDREN:

(1) FOLLOWING OUT -OF-COURT SETTLEMENT, ASTRA PAID
COMPENSATION TO 105 CHILDREN (SWEDISH AND DANISH) IN
1968 TO SUM OF SWEDISH KRONOR 6,000 AVERAGE PER CHILD
PER YEAR. LIFETIME PAYMENT IS SUBJECT TO ANNUAL
INFLAT IONARY AD JUSTMENT AND TOTAL COMPENSATION WAS
SKR 1.1 MILLION IN 1975,

(2) LUMP SUM IS PAID BIANNUALLY INTO BANK ACCOUNT HELD BY
ASSOCIATION FOR THALIDOMIDE CHILDREN AND THEN DISTRIBUTED
BY ASSOCIATION TO CHILDREN'S INDIVIDUAL ACCOUNTS.
ASSOCIATION DOES NOT ADMINISTER TRUST, BUT MERELY ACTS
IN ADVISORY CAPACITY CONCERNING INDIVIDUAL ALL OTMENT S.
COMPENSATION CAN THEREFORE BE CONSIDERED AS PAYMENT
DIRECTLY TO CHILDREN.

(3) A SPECIAL LAW WAS PASSED BY PARL IAMENT GRANTING CHILDREN
EXEMPT ION FROM NORMAL TAX REQUIREMENTS. THERE IS NO TIME
LIMIT ON EXEMPT ION,

(4) DETAILS OF TAX EXEMPTION WILL BE FORWARDED FOLLOWING
EMBASSY TRANSLATION OF ABOVE LAW.

(5) NO GOVERNMENT GRANT WAS MADE TO CHILDREN.
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PLEASE PASS FOLLOWING TO TREASURER'S OFFICE.

ON | SEPTEMRER WE SPOKE WITH HERR KOCH OF THE LASTENAUSGLEICHS-
BANK, WHICH HOLDS FINANCIAL RESPONSIRILITY FOR PAYMENT OF COMPEN-

IN O,CH401901:

Support for Australian Thalidomide Survivors

(I> YES. DMi00 MILLION IN THE FORM OF TWO INSTALMENTS OF
DM50 MILLION RY THE FIRM GRUENTHAL CHEMIE, THE GERMAN
MANUFACTURERS OF THE DRUG.

(IT) AND (III) THIS PAYMENT WAS INITIALLY PAID TO A TRUST
CONSISTING OF 3 LAWYERS (THE COMPANY LAWYER OF THE FIRM
GRUENTHAL CHEMIE, THE LAWYER WHO REPRESENTED THE FIRM AT THE
COURT HEARING, AND THE LAWYER REPRESENTING THE CHILDREN).

HE PROVIDED THE FOLLOWING ANSWERS TO THE QUESTIONS RAISED

THIS PRELIMINARY TRUST WAS DISSOLVED AND IN 1972 THE FOUNDATION

FOR HANDICAPPED CHILDREN WAS FORMED BY ACT OF PARLIAMENT,
THIS FOUNDATION WILL REMAIN IN EXISTENCE AS LONG AS THERE
ARE THALIDOMIDE VICTIMS LIVING.

(IV) THE FUNDS ARE EXEMPT FROM TAXATION., PAYMENTS ARE MADE
IN THE FOLLOWING FORMS:

(A) AN INITIAL LUMP SUM CAPITAL COMPENSATION TO THE

;aEENTS TO COMPENSATE FOR HARDSHIP SUFFERED AS A RESULT NF
DRUG:

(B) SURSEQUENT MINOR LUMP SUM PAYMENTS T0O THNOSE PARENTS
WHOSE CHILDREN ARE NOT SEVERELY HANDICAPPED AS A RESULT OF
THALIDOMIDE, THE GOVERNMENT ESTABLISHED A POINTS SYSTEM FOR
THE DEGREE OF IMPAIRMENT AND FROM THAT DREW UP A TABLE OF
COMPENSATION:

(C) THE MAIN USE OF THE FUNDS IS TO PROVIDE A MONTHLY
ALLOWANCE (PAID RY THE FOUNDATION) INTO A BANK ACCOUNT
OPENED BY THE PARENTS ON BEHALF OF THEIR CHILDREN, THE
ALLOWANCE IS ALSO DETERMINED ACCORDING T0 THE DEGREE 0OF
DISABLEMENT,

(V) INCOME IS DECLARED AS NON-TAXABLE IN THE CONTEXT OF THE
2/ces
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DEPARTMENT OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS

INWARD CABLEGRAM

2-0.B04517
HANDICAPPED CHILDREN'S ACT OF 1972. COPY OF ACT WILL RE SENT
IN AIRFREIGHT BRAG LEAVING HERE 3.9.76.

GV e N

(VII) YES, SEE PARAGRAPH 3, DM50 MILLION WAS SPECIFICALLY
FOR THALIDOMIDE CHILDREN., AN ADDITIONAL 50 MILLION FOR
THALIDOMIDE CHILDREN WAS MADE AVAILARLE IN JULY 1976 AS
COMPENSATION FNR INFLATION. THERE ARE 2589 THALIDOMIDE
CASES IN THE FEDERAL REPUBLIC.

(VIII) THE FOUNDATION WAS FORMED WITH THE AID OF GOVERNMENT
GRANTS TO ENSURE THAT THE SYSTEM OF MONTHLY ALLOWANCES T0 THE
CHILDREN WAS ADOPTED TO GUARANTEE LIFE-LONG RENEFITS., (THE
DM100 MILLION PAID RY GRUENTHAL CHEMIE TO THE ORIGINAL
‘ 3-LAWYER TRUST WAS INTENDED TO BE USED AS A ONE-TIME LUMP SUM
| CAPITAL COMPENSATION ONLY.)
THE GOVERNMENT wAS OF THE OPINION THAT GRUNENTHAL CHEMIE WAS
TOO SMALL A COMPANY TO BE EXPECTED TO CONTINUE PAYING ADEQUATE
COMPENSATION TN THE THALIDOMIDE VICTIMS.

(IX) YES, OF THE ORIGINAL DMI00 MILLION MADE AVAILABLE RY THE
GOVERNMENT, THROUGH WHICH THE FOUNDATION WAS FORMED, DM50

\ MILLION wAS INTENDED TO BE USED FOR CREATING FACILITIES (I,E.

1 HOMES AND HOSPITALS) AND RESEARCH FACILITIES FOR THE BENEFIT
OF OTHER HANDICAPPED CHILDREN, THESE FUNDS ARE NOT USED FOR

‘ INDIVIDUAL GRANTS FOR HANDICAPPED CHILDREN,

(X) EMPHASIS WAS LAID BY THE FOUNDATION ON THE PREFERENCE FOR
THE SYSTEM OF LIFETIME MONTHLY ALLOWANCES, WHICH CAN BE
ADJUSTED REGULARLY T0 THE COST OF LIVING, AS OPPOSED TN A LUMP
SUM CAPITAL COMPENSATION, THE AUTHORITIES ARE AWARE OF THE
PROBLEMS OF THE APPARENT DISCRIMINATION OF OTHER HANDICAPPED
CHILDREN IN CONTRAST WITH THE TREATMENT OF THAL IDOMIDE
CHILDREN,

2. HERR KOCH STATED THAT THE JAPANESE GOVERNMENT HAD ALSN SOUGHT
INFORMATION ON THE FRG'S COMPENSATION SCHEME.

3, COPIES OF RELEVANT PARLIAMENTARY ACTS AND PROCEDURAL FORMS WILL
‘ BE FORWARDED IN AIRFREIGHT BAG LEAVING HERE 3.9.76.

‘ PRIME MINISTER

FOREIGN MINISTER

TREASURER AND TREASURY (C) T/T
FOREIGN AFFAIRS

MIN AND DEPT HEALTH

PM AND C
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THAL IDOMIDE - AFFLICATED CHILDREN

FOR TREASURY (MCBURNEY) FROM DAVEY

(A) DISTILLERS OFFERED POUNDS 20 MILLION TO CHARITABLE TRUST
(THALIDOMIDE CHILDRENS TRUST) TO BE SET UP TO MAKE CASH PAYMENTS
TO FAMILIES TO SECURE LIFETIME NEEDS OF CHILDREN, |INFORMATION ON
AMOUNTS PAID OUT NOT AVAILBLE TODAY OWING ABSENCE OF ADMINISTRATOR
AND DEPUTY. DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND SOCIAL SECURITY WILL TRY
OBTAIN |NFORMATION TOMORROW., DEPARTMENT HAS LITTLE INFORMATION
ON HAND ON TRUST’S OPERATIONS AS HAS KEPT AT ARMS LENGTH FROM
DISTILLERS, BUT SAYS JUST OVER 400 HANDICAPPED CHILDREN WHOSE
DISABILITIES KNOWN TO HAVE BEEN N SED BY THALIDOMIDE, WITH
4 CASES REMAINING UNSETTLED AT PRESENT. (NOTE THAT LENGTHY
ARTICLE ON THAL|DOMIDE DEVELOPMENTS APPEAREED IN SUNDAY TIMES
OF 27 JUNE RELATED MAINLY TO MEDICAL AND JUDICIAL ASPECTS.)

(B) PAYMENT BY U.K. GOVERNMENT IN LIEU OF TAX EXEMPTION WAS
ONCE-FOR-ALL AMOUNT OF POUNDS 5 MILLIOM. PAYMENT TO FAMILY FUND
ADMINISTERED BY ROWNTREE TRUST COVER ASSISTANCE TO CONGENITALLY
HAND I CAPPED (INCLUDING THALIDOMIDE) CHILDREN AND TO NON-CONGEN| TALLY
HAND| CAPPED CHILDREN. TOTAL AMOUNTS PAID TO DATE HAVE BEEN POUNDS
8.5 MILLION (IN THREE PAYMENTS OF POUNDS 3 MILLION IN 1973, POUNDS 3
MILLION IN JANUARY 1975 AND POUNDS 2.5 MILLION IN 1976) WITH PROMISE
OF FURTHER PAYMENTS OF POUNDS 2 MILLION IN 1977 AND POUNDS 2 MILLION
IN 1978, MAKING TOTAL PAYMENTS TO 1978 OF POUNDS 12.5
MILLION., FUTURE OF FUND AFTER 1978 NOT KNOWN. ASSISTANCE BY FUND
TAKES FORM MAINLY OF NON-CASH ASSISTANCE AND INTENDED AVOID
DUPLICATION WITH HELP GIVEN BY OTHER VOLUNTARY AND STATUTORY BODIES.
FUND HAS HELPED SOME 23,500 FAMILIES WITH PROPORTION GOING TO
FAMILIES OF THALIDOMIDE-AFFECTED CHILDREN ABOUT 2.4 PER CENT. ‘

‘ XC. 0.LH56022 1735 5.7.76 7897 0.CH376992 20 400 4
27 5 8.5 3 1973 3. 1975 2.5 8976 2 1977 2 1918 1978
12.5 - 1978, 23,500 2.4
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Drug only by

Prescription

The Executlve Council
yesterday placed thalido-
mide on the list of dru
avallable only by a doctor’s
prescription,

The distributors withdrew
the drug from open sale in
Australia late last year fol-
owing overseas reports that
it may have led to the mal-
formation of bables.

The trade name for the
drug in Australia is Dis-

taval,
Clinned Rv:
lisa mc63
Wed hin A 2018
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DRUG
STILL IN
USE

WASHIN G TO N,
August 2 (A.A.0.).—
The baby - defosming
drug thalidomide has
been found in use iy the
United States in the
past few days.

.. The Food and DrugCom-
missioner. Mr Larrick told
a Senate sub-comnittee
vesterday that the drug
might have been bmught
back by pecople trawlhng
abroad. |

The sub-committee <hair-
man, Senator H. Humphrey.
said the United States neded
a centralised system for dis-
tributing rescarch informa-
_ltion on new drugs.
<| President Kennedy told
o/ his Press conference vyeiter-|
5 ]day that necarly 200 <'“"I“|°"|
v/ ees of the Food and DOrug
et Administration had beende-|
- tailed to track down e‘ery|
it thalidomide pill remaiing
in the country.

o President Kennedy calied
|.|®n Congress to adopt _a bill
. |providing for more effedive
e |control of drugs by the Food
iland Drug Administration.
w Mecanwhile, in Phomix.
Arizona, Mrs Sherri Fnk-
e|bine. 30, mother of feur,
made plans to leave fo a
= |country where she an
legally have an abortion to
end her pregnancy of three
months.

Mrs Finkbine lost oer
Court fight last Monday fer
®|a legal abortion rather than
risk the birth of a deformed

.~

LR I R

-

=3

child.
————
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President Seeks
Strict Drug Check

WASHINGTON, August 2.—Presis
dent Kennedy told his press conferenca
yesterday that the effects of the thali.
domide tranquiliser drug called for even
more stringent precautions “to prevent

even more serious
.perimental drugs.

He called on Con
adopt an Administration bill
providing for more effective
control of drugs by the
an g Administration.

the

b¢ y medicine cabinet to
make sure there was no
thalidomide there. i
He ke of ‘‘the e
pe el
by the use of the

May Try Sweden

In _Phoe; Arizona,
young Mrs. Bherrl Finkbine,
seeking ' a legal - opera.tlon

rgther than bear a child pos-
sibly deformed _because of
the drug, looked wlth ta.vor
today on Sweden as
fible solution w her prob-
em

.Mrs. Finkbine, wha has

been thwarted in: her home
State in attempts gain

clea.n.nee

gﬁ?“swden wouh!lc %’e ggs‘t’:
—Bweden would be ke | dru

disaster” from ex-

to | Gruenenthal, tbe manufae

turers of ‘thalidomide, pend.

The firm md that it had
renewed test on animals t¢
discover the fault in th!
drug, which was8 producal

tranquilisar, = but al
tects 50 far had been nega:
tive.—A.AP.

Warning Not
Neces
. [ i .
in Victoria
There was no need for thi
Victorian Health departmen
issue a speclal warnin;
against the drug thalido-
mide, department’
Chief Health Officer (Dr, K
Brennan) sald yesterday.
Dr. Brennan said the drug
was issued on doctors pre-
scription only and
been fully advlsed of th(
s_danger,

ould have informec
had recelves

'r
uen

‘ “
an
dlvidual 1n t‘.h!s Stl‘ m

not aware

dlsam
that has happened with thi

est drug in other countries,”” Dr
sald.

Brennan
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Distaval Now Off Market

BERRA, Wednesday.
' ...%? Minister for Health
. (senator Wade) said today
no arc:ltion
‘ the dru
t clally as Distaval—
%%glant}géc thg manufacturer
had withdrawn it from the
m?:)rilégg'val has been blamed
for deformed bones in chil-
dren whose motl;ers took it
il regnancy. 7

tlu[l)lr[?g \El gG. McBride, of
Sydney, has said that 20 per
- cent. of births o mothers
~ who had taken the tranquil-

Was necessary on |
‘thalidomide—sold |

iser drug during pregnancy
had resulted in abnormall
short arms and legs. !

Laboratories

Senator Wade sald the|h

Commonwealth had, during
the past four years, set up
the ' National Biologleal
Standards ' Laboratories,
mainly to ensure that 'drugs
and anti-biotics sold under
the National Health scheme
conformed to the standards
of authorities such as the
British Pharmacopceia.

Support for Australian Thalidomide Survivors

The laboratories had not
entered the field of clinical

trials or the determination |-

of side effects of new drugs.

Very deliberate and ma-
ture consideration would
ave to be giyen before the
Commonwealth entered such
a field,

Tribute

Senator Wade paid tribute
to Dr. McBride, whose work
had largely prevented the-
sale of Distaval in Australia,
he said.

Dr. McBride, 35, is a
former medical superintend~

ent of Crown Street Wo-[

men’s Hospital, in Sydney,
Senator Wade said Aus-
tralia was the first country
In the world in which Dis-
taval was withdrawn from

sale.
“That action 1s due to a

large extent to the efforts of |

Dr. McBride,,” he said..

“T think it is fair to say
that it is a tribute to the
Iiustralis.n medical profes-
sion.” :

Import Ban

Senntor Wade said he
would confer with the Mini-
ster for Customs (Senator
Henty) to ensure that Dis-
taval was never again im-
ported to Australia.

Only the State A Govern-
ments, he added, had the
constitutional authorit
ban {iie dru
existing supplies.

or confiscate |:
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Judgment On New Drugs

There is increasing, and
justified, public anxiety
about the methods used
for testing new drugs.
This has been accentuated
by the tragic results of
administering thalidomide
to pregnant women, but
many people were worried
long before the publica-
tion of those results.
Thalidomide is only one
of a number of drugs
whose unexpected side-
effects have caused

set up a committee repre-
senting all branches of
medicine and its auxili-
aries to supervise the pro-
duction of drugs which
can be obtained only on a
doctor’s prescription. The
Australian Medical Asso-
ciation could hardly act
on the same scale, for it
lacks the financial re-
sources; but it might at
least demonstrate its con-
cern and improve its
public relations by form-

cony Ing a committee to con-
siderable perturbation. *idcr what " be done.

is, of course, a world-wi
problem, but Australians
are as directly affected as
the people of any other
country, and it is time for
serious thought about
more stringent precautions
in the interest of Austra-
lians generally.

In an article which
appeared on this page last
Friday, a “Herald” staff
correspondent made it
clear that no machine
exists in Australia whic
could determine before-
hand the tragic side-effects
of such a drug as thalido-
mide. How long is this
state of affairs to con-
tinue? A spokesman for
the Australian Association
of Ethical Pharmaceutical
Industry implies, in a
letter published today,
that almost total reliance
is placed on ‘“‘careful clini-

testing” of new drugs
“in their countries of
origin.” Only too obvi-
ously, this is not good
enough; Australia should
conduct its own checks.

The British Medical
Association has decided to

should be ssible, by
co-operation between the
AM.A., the drug com-
panies and the Federal
Government, to make
some advance.

A systematic check on
the side-effects of new
drugs would admittedly be
most costly, but activity
on a limited scale would
certainly do no harm and
might do considerable
good. The United States
provides an excellent
example. Thalidomide
was not distributed in that
country, simply because a
woman physician and
pharmacologist in the
Food and Drug Adminis-
tration put her foot down.
A few brief statements on
the drug in foreign medi-
cal journals had warned
her of trouble long before
it became public know-
ledge. What she thought
was obvious had been
overlooked by pharma-
cologists and their con-
sultants. It is this kind
of official vigilance which
seems desirable in
Australia. .
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Senator Turnbull, =a
I pnﬂloncr

Tasmanian
Mhl-m' for Health, is the
only

Senator Attacks
Treasury Head,
Seeks Dlsmlssal

(Tas.), said today.

Senate's
member.

in the ludﬁ

usz-u Iu.u “noth-

as a
ing” Budget,

the Opmhlu

censure on it.

“The B

of

is full of

;In:hl ruin, you would sack

Treasury, Iunnﬁ
Austral Iy
is still ﬂuu- and
never get rid of lmn
“l can well imagine the
Federal Treasurer saying, as
Hlnrl 11 said about
will  rid
art clerk

o

rid Mr Holt
land  Wilson,
beuuu he il a Civil servant,

me of this u
But n;.: one w!l

.,

“This man is the man who
lays down the financial
?ollq of this country and it

time he was removed.”

Dangers Of
Thalidomide

Senator Turnbull said it
was a long time since he

was at school with Mr Holt

at  Wesley College, Mel-
bourne.
“We wused to kneel

together in church and say
our pnyen of supplication,

"W: used to pray for
forgiveness for the thin
we had left undone and
things we ought to have
done and. oh boy, should the
‘Treasurer be praying now!™

The Government had re-
cently promised to do some-
thing about the drug thali-
domide—four months after
the Minister for Health, Sen-
ator H. Wade, had been tol

Sznnor Turnlmll said that
at a in

.complny]unaboutwﬁn-m

"But the head of the|

les transport| [
planes available was not ade- |
quate. Many troops wou
have to go by sea in the
event of war.

for

Industry, Mr C. F. Ader-
‘mann, |;ld the (.lov;rnmem
couldhomlut the im-
port re-
nxiln-d mhu um early in

In this respect, Australia
had done better

resul
In 1957-58, Britain was
by far Australia’s best cus- |
lomer, taking 27 per cent ol'
its .exports.
Britain’s share had fallen
to 19 per cent in 1961-62.
Mr Adermann said the
Budm signified the Govern-

deurmumm to fol-
Imlr I.Ilm.;h its ¢
program and the
type of development

needed

i 4/to sustain full employment.
about its dan %

S¢nnor v’-d‘e: Oh, fair|

May, slides were shown il-
lustrating what happened if
Distaval (one of the trade|ties.
names for thalidomide) was
taken in pregnancy

“If the Minister did not
know, 1 take him 1o task
for not sending his officers
to postgraduate courses,” he
said.
“How can they learn when
they sit in their little offices|
in Canberra, their ivory
towers, and don't know what
Is soin; on in private prac-

"Wau]d you contradict me
when 1 say the medical frat-
eDr'mly l:'r;ew in April about

ance grant of IIZS 1
anloymt—dv . oif

Monotonous
Feature
Minister for
terior, Mr G. leh...
Labour critics of the Budget
|Il¢ the wide chnuu
Iuctullin' economic for

tunes which the Governmenl
had in its 13 years in

power.
But all 13 Budget debates

All Ri
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.éf
it
e Hih

shooting
This lndi:aled
Own-lthn

lhtlmudde'tu of infla-

ion was harm!

for primary producers was|
that the economic lllbiliiy'
of the last 18 months would
continue.

The House of Representa-

tives and

'iourmd till tomorrow morn-

r E. G. Wllll

that the
the!
ic theory !

the Senate ad-
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)| Thalidomide Ban
I The Federal Government

has banned the sale of the q
baby-deforming drug thali-
domide in the Australian
Capital Territory.

The Minister for Health,|!
Senator H. W. Wade, said|l
yesterday that although im-
portation of the drug had|]
been prohibited, stocks held
in Australia could, under
existing laws, still be sold
to the public.
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