ELIE WIESEL

was composed of three simple categories: the killers, the victims, and the bystanders.
In this way, ‘indifference is always the friend of the enemy, for it benefits the aggressor’.
By contrast, he remembered the US soldiers who liberated him from Buchenwald,
to whom he would ‘always be grateful’ for their righteous rage at what they found.
And, moving from the past to the present, he welcomed the 1999 intervention by
NATO in Kosovo, against Serbian forces who were attempting to cleanse the region of
its ethnically Albanian population. For Wiesel, the dangers of indifference must
always persist, but so do the means to avoid them. He concluded that ‘we walk to-
wards the new millennium, carried by profound fear and extraordinary hope’.

FIFTY-FOUR YEARS AGO TO THE DAY, a young Jewish boy from a small town
in the Carpathian Mountains woke up, not far from Goethe’s beloved
Weimar, in a place of eternal infamy called Buchenwald. He was finally
free, but there was no joy in his heart. He thought there never would be
again. Liberated a day earlier by American soldiers, he remembers their
rage at what they saw. And even if he lives to be a very old man, he will
always be grateful to them for that rage, and also for their compassion.
Though he did not understand their language, their eyes told him what he
needed to know - that they, too, would remember, and bear witness.

... We are on the threshold of a new century, a new millennium. What
will the legacy of this vanishing century be? How will it be remembered
in the new millennium? Surely it will be judged, and judged severely,

in both moral and metaphysical terms. These failures have cast a dark
shadow over humanity: two world wars, countless civil wars, the senseless
chain of assassinations (Gandhi, the Kennedys, Martin Luther King, Sadat,
Rabin), bloodbaths in Cambodia and Nigeria, India and Pakistan, Ireland
; and Rwanda, Eritrea and Ethiopia, Sarajevo and Kosovo; the inhumanity
in the gulag and the tragedy of Hiroshima. And, on a different level, of
course, Auschwitz and Treblinka. So much violence; so much indifference.

ence can be tempting —
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more than that, seductive’

What is indifference? Etymologically, the word means ‘no difference’.
A strange and unnatural state in which the lines blur between light and
,gi : darkness, dusk and dawn, crime and punishment, cruelty and compassion,
ey good and evil. What are its courses and inescapable consequences? Is it a
5 | philosophy? Is there a philosophy of indifference conceivable? Can one
possibly view indifference as a virtue? Is it necessary at times to practise it
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simply to keep one’s sanity, live normally, enjoy a fine meal and a glass of
wine, as the world around us experiences harrowing upheavals?

Of course, indifference can be tempting — more than that, seductive. It is _
so much easier to look away from victims. It is so much easier to avoid |
such rude interruptions to our work, our dreams, our hopes. It is, after

all, awkward, troublesome, to be involved in another person’s pain and

despair. Yet, for the person who is indifferent, his or her neighbours are of i
no consequence. And, therefore, their lives are meaningless. Their hidden
or even visible anguish is of no interest. Indifference reduces the other to
an abstraction.

Over there, behind the black gates of Auschwitz, the most tragic of all
prisoners were the Muselmdnner, as they were called. Wrapped in their torn
blankets, they would sit or lie on the ground, staring vacantly into space,
unaware of who or where they were — strangers to their surroundings. They
no longer felt pain, hunger, thirst. They feared nothing. They felt nothing.
They were dead and did not know it.

Rooted in our tradition, some of us felt that to be abandoned by humanity
then was not the ultimate. We felt that to be abandoned by God was worse
than to be punished by Him. Better an unjust God than an indifferent
one. For us to be ignored by God was a harsher punishment than to be a
victim of His anger. Man can live far from God - not outside God. God is
wherever we are. Even in suffering? Even in suffering.

In a way, to be indifferent to that suffering is what makes the human being
inhuman. Indifference, after all, is more dangerous than anger and hatred.
Anger can at times be creative. One writes a great poem, a great symphony.
One does something special for the sake of humanity because one is angry
at the injustice that one witnesses. But indifference is never creative. Even
hatred at times may elicit a response. You fight it. You denounce it. You
disarm it.

Indifference elicits no response. Indifference is not a response. Indifference is
not a beginning; it is an end. And, therefore, indifference is always the friend
of the enemy, for it benefits the aggressor — never his victim, whose pain is
magnified when he or she feels forgotten. The political prisoner in his cell,
the hungry children, the homeless refugees — not to respond to their plight,
not to relieve their solitude by offering them a spark of hope is to exile them
from human memory. And in denying their humanity, we betray our own.




KEVIN RUDD

Some among the Aboriginal community still pursue compensation claims, however,
though thus far they have had little success in court.

Rudd’s willingness to apologize formally has clearly resonated beyond Australia,
perhaps most notably in Canadian Prime Minister Stephen Harper’s apology on 11 June
2008 to Canada’s equivalent of Australia’s stolen generations — the children forced into
Indian Residential Schools since the 1870s. And in 2009 Rudd apologized to another
group of often mistreated Australians — the generations of child migrants from Britain.

I MmovE: THAT TODAY WE HONOUR the indigenous peoples of this land,

the oldest continuing cultures in human history. We reflect on their past
mistreatment. We reflect in particular on the mistreatment of those who
were stolen generations — this blemished chapter in our nation’s history.

The time has now come for the nation to turn a new page in Australia’s
history by righting the wrongs of the past and so moving forward with
confidence to the future. We apologize for the laws and policies of
successive parliaments and governments that have inflicted profound grief,
suffering and loss on these our fellow Australians. We apologize especially
for the removal of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children from their
families, their communities and their country. For the pain, suffering and
hurt of these stolen generations, their descendants and for their families
left behind, we say sorry. To the mothers and the fathers, the brothers and
the sisters, for the breaking up of families and communities, we say sorry.
And for the indignity and degradation thus inflicted on a proud people and
a proud culture, we say sorry. We the parliament of Australia respectfully
request that this apology be received in the spirit in which it is offered as
part of the healing of the nation.

... There comes a time in the history of nations when their peoples

must become fully reconciled to their past if they are to go forward with
confidence to embrace their future. Our nation, Australia, has reached
such a time. That is why the Parliament is today here assembled: to deal
with this unfinished business of the nation, to remove a great stain from the
nation’s soul and, in a true spirit of reconciliation, to open a new chapter in
the history of this great land, Australia.

. .. The hurt, the humiliation, the degradation and the sheer brutality of the

act of physically separating a mother from her children is a deep assault on

our senses and on our most elemental humanity. These stories cry out to be

heard; they cry out for an apology. Instead, from the nation’s Parliament
ere has been a stony, stubborn and deafening silence for more than a
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