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17 March 2015 
 
Mr Wyatt Roy MP 
Chair 
Joint Standing Committee on Treaties 
PO Box 6021 
Parliament House 
Canberra ACT 2600 
 
Via email: jsct@aph.gov.au 
 
Dear Mr Roy 
 
I write on behalf of the member associations of the National Tourism Alliance (NTA) in response to 
the Joint Standing Committee on Treaties’ inquiry into Australia's withdrawal from the World 
Tourism Organisation under Article 35 of the World Tourism Organization (WTO) Statutes (Mexico 
City, 27 September 1970).   The NTA received notification in late 2014 following a decision by the 
Minister for Trade and Investment and the Minister for Foreign Affairs, the Department of Foreign 
Affairs and Trade (DFAT) commenced the process to withdraw Australia as a Full Member of the 
United Nations World Tourism Organization (UNWTO).   The NTA wrote to Austrade at that time 
expressing its concern at the withdrawal and requesting a review of the decision. 
 
The NTA represents industry associations with an interest in Australia’s $113 billion tourism and 
hospitality industry.  NTA membership comprises national and state industry associations who 
together represent the interests of an industry with 280,000 businesses nationally, who employ 1 
million Australians.   Australia’s tourism industry is part of the international tourism and travel 
market worth over US$1,000 billion globally, that saw 1.138 billion international tourists traveling in 
2014, the fifth consecutive year of growth.  With 6.3 million international visitors a year, Australia is 
part of a hugely competitive globally engaged market; Australia’s membership of the UNWTO is an 
important element of this country’s involvement and engagement in the international marketplace. 
 
We understand that this withdrawal has been prompted by questions about the value of benefits of 
membership to Australia in recent years.  Whilst we acknowledge that it is important that the cost 
and value of various Government-funded activities are monitored and evaluated, we believe that it 
would be in the national interest for this decision to be reviewed and reversed as soon as possible.   
 
As noted, Australia’s visitor economy is a $110 billion industry, employing close to 1 million people 
and supporting 280,000 businesses across metropolitan and regional Australia. Tourism has been 
identified as one of Australia’s five super growth industries, with the sector expected to grow more 
than 10% faster than global gross domestic product.  Australia’s top five super growth industries 
including tourism have the potential to deliver an additional $250 billion to the national economy 
over the next 20 years if these growth projections are realised.  As Australia moves towards a 
service-based economy as a result of globalisation, and the visitor economy continues to grow, it is 
important that this country maintains its engagement with the international community which will 
provide markets, investment and sources of skilled labour, enabling the Australian industry to grow. 
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NATIONAL TOURISM ALLIANCE MEMBERS 
 

 

 Australian Tourism Export Council 

 Caravan Industry Association of Australia 
 Ecotourism Australia 

 Queensland Tourism Industry Council 
 National Capital Attractions Association 

 Restaurant & Catering Australia 
 Star Ratings Australia 
 Tourism Council Western Australia 
 South Australia Tourism Industry Council 
 NSW Business Chamber Tourism Division 
 Tourism Industry Council Tasmania 
 Tourism Top End 
 Victoria Tourism Industry Council 
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