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Walking away from traffic congestion

Melbourne’s economy is only as strong as its transportation system is efficient. Businesses rely on
the free movement of freight and people into the CBD and around the city for work, to access
services and for tourism.

The House Standing Committee on Infrastructure, Transport and Cities will consider the Australian

Government’s role in delivering transport infrastructure critical to Melbourne’s global
competitiveness at a public hearing in Melbourne tomorrow. The hearing is part of a broader inquiry
into the Australian Government’s role in the development of cities.

The Committee would like to discuss strategies to boost the delivery of active and public
transportation.

There is strong recognition amongst submitters to the inquiry that public and active modes of
transport, like light rail, walking and cycling, can relieve traffic congesting major transit routes into
the city.

However, some submitters have been critical of the cost benefit analysis process which informs
Australia’s transport infrastructure investment decisions. They suggest that processes may not
adequately factor in the congestion relief and health gains delivered by these modes.

In its submission to the inquiry, the Australian Cycling Promotion Foundation argued that the
“provision of roads for motor vehicles is also extremely expensive given the low density of vehicles
that use traffic lanes compared to other modes”.

It recommended that, “mode-agnostic cost benefit analysis is undertaken on all major transport
projects to ensure decisions are made on an objective value for money basis”.

Public hearing details: 9.00 am — 2.30 pm, Tuesday, 21 November 2017

9.00 am: City of Ballarat
Regional Capitals Australia

Latrobe City Council
10.40 am: Roads Australia
Inner Melbourne Planning Alliance
Hale Infra Strategy Pty Ltd
Town and Country Planning Association

12.50 pm: Heart Foundation

Australian Cycling Promotion Foundation

Centre for Research Excellence in Healthy Liveable Communities, RMIT

2.30 pm: Close


http://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Committees/House/ITC/DevelopmentofCities/Terms_of_Reference
http://www.aph.gov.au/DocumentStore.ashx?id=f984ab17-58d5-444f-8e91-e6a8bbf9e047&subId=514323
http://www.aph.gov.au/DocumentStore.ashx?id=57b3fd22-6270-4248-9afc-f237005e09a6&subId=514774
http://www.aph.gov.au/DocumentStore.ashx?id=98a0ff6e-7bb2-4bda-bdd1-bfdd8007a94b&subId=512978
http://www.aph.gov.au/DocumentStore.ashx?id=4bf87cc2-7998-4acb-adeb-f3014bc3b142&subId=514841
http://www.aph.gov.au/DocumentStore.ashx?id=8a3c4aa0-4990-401c-a0b0-7b5b347f6113&subId=515746
http://www.aph.gov.au/DocumentStore.ashx?id=55b21e4b-9d36-4635-b0d5-a062b9df26fb&subId=513219
http://www.aph.gov.au/DocumentStore.ashx?id=a3c2bb11-3a45-4320-a939-a633a4392770&subId=514462
http://www.aph.gov.au/DocumentStore.ashx?id=f915c36d-1af8-4825-bf0a-548e151f0e5b&subId=515638
http://www.aph.gov.au/DocumentStore.ashx?id=473afd1a-3f04-417e-b5c9-7183c8fb6e36&subId=515651
http://www.aph.gov.au/DocumentStore.ashx?id=e2bb4c18-b45f-4e41-a4a9-a9427a9473d7&subId=514211
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The hearing will be broadcast live at aph.gov.au/live
Further information on the inquiry, including the full terms of reference, is available on the

Committee website.

For background:

House Standing Committee on Infrastructure, Transport and Cities
(02) 6277 2352

itc.reps@aph.gov.au

www.aph.gov.au/itc

Interested members of the public may wish to track the inquiry via the Committee’s website.
Click on the blue ‘Track Committee’ button in the bottom right hand corner and use the forms to
login to My Parliament or to register for a My Parliament account.
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