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Farmers fear coal mine plan

@ FROM PAGE 1

Mr Kath said his 100-hectare farm,
which supports 180 head of cattle, would
struggle to co-exist with a coal mine.

“From what I can see, we’d be in the
heart of it,” Mr Kath said.

“It will really put us in limbo.”

Mayor Peter Taylor said he was not
aware of the application, but claimed
Toowoomba Regional Council could not
influence decision-making.

He said council would nothave input
into the application of Australia Pacific
Coal’s mining plans until the company
lodged its Environmental Impact
Statement (EIS).

“There are coal leases over the whole

area which we don’t deal with directly on
a day-to-day basis,” Cr Taylor said.

“It’s only at the EIS stage that we can
make comment.”

But Friends of Felton president Rob
McCreath, who has fought against a
coal-mine project for the past three years,
said it was vital for residents of
Kingsthorpe and Gowrie Junction that
Toowoomba Regional Council spoke up
now.

“ think this is quite an important stage
because it’s the chance for TRC to have a
say, not to mention State and Federal
MPs,” he said. -

@ Is Gowrie Junction too close
Toowoomba for a coal mine? Vote
online at thechronicle.com.au.
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A map of the area Australia Pacific Coal is
targeting for coal exploration. The section
highlighted in red shows the primary focus
of the exploration program.






