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Below are a couple of examples of the victims of these rings: 

  
This magpie was lucky to be found before 

starving to death.  Many birds do not fare so 

well.  They succumb silently, in agony, and out 

of sight.  Image: WIRES Northern Rivers. 

This water dragon got his head stuck in a plastic 

ring of a discarded bottle and would have slowly 

starved to death if it had not been rescued.  Image: 

WIRES Northern Rivers. 

  
This platypus was spotted with a plastic ring 

around its neck and would have succumbed to 

significant injuries if not rescued.   

Image: Dr Ian Gibbs. 

This turtle has been deformed.  It could not break 

this plastic belt around its waist as it grew, and its 

shell is now permanently deformed.   

Image: Marcus Eriksen. 

  
This corella was found with a dome-shaped 

plastic lid around its neck.  Unfortunately, 

there was not a happy ending for this little 

corella.  Image: Julie, QLD.   

This short-beaked common dolphin starves to death 

after being unable to open its mouth from discarded 

twine-like plastic caught around the dolphin’s beak.  

Image: Sandra Hilton. 
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We acknowledge and commend the companies that have taken action to make a positive change and 

improve their products for Australia’s wildlife.  However, most companies are not acting.  The issue 

still occurs despite contacting numerous manufacturers, informing them of the danger that plastic ring-

shaped items pose to native wildlife, and encouraging them to improve their products.  Jars, bottles, 

and tetra packs with plastic lids now come with a plastic ring that snaps apart from the lid upon 

opening or a peel-off seal under the cap.  However, unfortunately, the alternatives are still made of 

plastic.   

 

 
 

On Wednesday, 19 May 2021, the Society met with Mark Coure, MP.  The Society asked for Mark’s 

support to help protect wildlife from the risk of entangled and death from ring-shaped items.  Mark 

expressed a great interest in our wildlife conservation projects across New South Wales and agreed to 

support our campaign.  Petition 2882, ‘#SnipRingsforWildlife – a campaign to help protect wildlife 

from the risk of entanglement and death’, was lodged in the NSW Legislative Assembly by Mr Mark 

Coure MP on behalf of over five hundred citizens in November 2021.   

 

We received a response to our #SnipRingsforWildlife petition, which acknowledged the importance of 

the campaign.  The response focused on plastic waste reduction and stated that the Plastic Reduction 

and Circular Economy Bill 2021 might provide a framework to address ring-shaped items in the 

future.  The response highlighted that the New South Wales Plastics Action Plan outlines a 

commitment to review other plastic items for a future phase-out, including plastic cups and their lids 

(including dome-shaped plastic lids), in three years to determine whether a phase-out is appropriate at 

that time.  The response stated that the government recently released the New South Wales Waste and 

Sustainable Materials Strategy 2041.  The strategy outlines the government’s approach to transitioning 

to a circular economy over the next twenty years and introduces a new overall littler reduction of sixty 

percent by 2030 and a plastic litter reduction target of thirty percent by 2025.  Over five years, the 

strategy will invest $38 million in litter prevention programs to help protect the natural environment, 

waterways, and wildlife.   

 

Unfortunately, no specific or prompt action was taken to address the negative impact of plastic ring-

shaped items on our wildlife and the environment at a community level, industry level, or state level.  

A copy of the response can be found HERE.   
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