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29 January 2021 

 

Senator the Hon James McGrath 

Chair, Joint Standing Committee on Electoral Matters 

PO Box 6021 

Parliament House 

Canberra ACT 2600 

 

 

Dear Senator McGrath, 

 

Review of the Electoral Legislation Amendment (Electoral Funding and Disclosure Reform) Act 

 

Anglicare Australia is pleased to contribute to the Review of the Electoral Legislation Amendment 

(Electoral Funding and Disclosure Reform) Act (the Act). 

 

As an active participant in the debate surrounding the most recent amendments to the Act, and as a 

member of the Hands Off Our Charities alliance, Anglicare Australia believes that this Act must 

ensure: 

▪ That charities can fund issues-based advocacy without restriction 

▪ A clear distinction between issues-based advocacy and politically partisan electioneering 

▪ That charities and not-for-profits don't face a greater compliance burden than they do 

presently, and are not subject to more limitations to participate in the political process than 

other third parties (such as businesses and industry associations) 

▪ A clear and precise regime that is unambiguous. Charities and not-for-profits should not be 

left wondering what parts of a regime apply to them and when they apply. 

▪ That charities and not-for-profits are free to cooperate on issues-based advocacy. 

 

Anglicare Australia believes that the current Act is functioning properly in meeting these needs and 

regulating the election activities of charities and not-for-profits. In particular, the current definition 

of ‘Electoral Matter’ has struck the right balance between transparency and promoting participation 

in the political process. It is consistent with definitions outlined in the Charities Act 2013, which 

recognises that charities can advance their purpose by engaging in public debate about public 

policies. While campaigning for any party or candidate is rightly barred, charitable organisations are 

permitted to compare or rank the policies of both parties and candidates. These principles are 

consistent with precedents set by the High Court of Australia, which has found that charities could 

have a dominant purpose of influencing and engaging in public “‘agitation’ for legislative and political 

changes.” Anglicare Australia was active in developing a definition that is consistent with this 

framework, and we recommend retaining this definition.  
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