
Inquiry into the role of Australia's international development program in preventing conflict
Submission 10



Inquiry into the role of Australia's international development program in preventing conflict
Submission 10



Inquiry into the role of Australia's international development program in preventing conflict
Submission 10



Inquiry into the role of Australia's international development program in preventing conflict
Submission 10



inadequate safeguards, weak dispute resolution mechanisms, and uneven benefit sharing 

exacerbate, and are exacerbated by, climate impacts, which can spark or deepen conflict12. 

 
Australia’s International Development Policy recognises that “climate change is the greatest 

shared threat to all countries… (and that)… measures to adapt and build resilience to climate 

impacts are urgently needed to defend against climate induced loss and damage.”13 More 

broadly, climate change is now widely accepted as a key threat multiplier for conflict and 

atrocity crimes14 and a critical national security concern for Australia and its allies15.    

Not only can nature and environmental factors drive insecurity, but conflict and 

insecurity are also drivers of environmental degradation. Environmental 

degradation and biodiversity loss are part of a complex web of interactions between 

different social, economic, political and environmental risk drivers. In particular in 

fragile and conflict-affected contexts, environmental factors can undermine peace 

and contribute to different security risks ranging from political instability to 

organised crime and violent conflict, while at the same time insecurity and conflict 

further damage the environment16 
 

Conflict-sensitive, nature-based climate adaptation and other environmental programming 

offer ways to reduce these risks by strengthening inclusive governance, improving 

transparency in resource management, protecting and sustainably managing critical 

resources, and supporting community-driven decision-making. This is not merely an 

environmental imperative; it is a strategic opportunity to address climate vulnerabilities and 

conflict drivers simultaneously, through a single, cost-effective investment modality. As 

climate impacts and environmental degradation accelerate, integrating these approaches 

into Australia’s development program becomes essential for building long-term peace and 

resilience. 

 
Nature-based Solutions for Peace 

Nature-based Solutions (NbS) are “actions aimed at protecting, conserving, restoring, and 

sustainably managing natural or modified terrestrial, freshwater, coastal, and marine 

ecosystems, which address social, economic and environmental challenges effectively and 

adaptively, while simultaneously providing human well-being, ecosystem services, resilience 

and biodiversity benefits.”17  More than two-thirds of parties to the Paris Agreement are 

using NbS to achieve their Nationally Determined Contributions, while more than 100 

countries are drawing on NbS approaches in support of their efforts to mitigate and adapt to 

climate change18.   

 
12 UNDPA & UNEP (2015) Natural Resources and Conflict: A Guide for Mediation Practitioners 
13 Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (2023) Australia’s International Development Policy: for a peaceful, stable and 
prosperous Indo-Pacific p.18  
14 Global Centre for the Responsibility to Protect (2024) Climate Change and Mass Attrocities: Policy Brief Ralph Bunche 
Institute for International Studies, CUNY, USA   
15 Morgan, W. (2023) Climate Allies: Australia-US Cooperation in a Warming World Black Swan Strategy Paper, University of 
Western Australia 
16 Rüttinger, L, Munayer, R, van Ackern, P, et al (2022) The Nature of Conflict and Peace: The links between environment, 
security and peace and their importance for the United Nations WWF International, Gland and Adelphi Consult GmbH, Berlin 
17 As defined by the 5th United Nations Environment Assembly (UNEA 5.2) 
18 Seddon, N., Sengupta, S., García-Espinosa, M., et al. (2020) Nature-based Solutions in Nationally Determined Contributions 
IUCN: University of Oxford, UK. 
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NbS approach Peace Dividend 
Rehabilitating water 
catchments 

Secures reliable water supply and reduces competition over scarce 
resources, lowering risks of localised tensions and stress‑related 
conflict. 
 

Restoring riparian zones Buffers communities from floods and droughts, reducing displacement 
pressures and preventing climate‑amplified conflict triggers. 
 

Promoting drought‑resistant 
crops and agroforestry 

Reduces vulnerability to climate shocks and food insecurity, supporting 
livelihood stability and easing resource‑related grievances. 
 

Protecting/ restoring 
mangroves and other coastal 
ecosystems 

Strengthens natural storm and erosion buffers, protecting homes and 
infrastructure; creates shared community assets that foster cooperation 
and reduce conflict. 
 

Community‑led watershed 
governance platforms 

Builds participatory decision‑making over shared resources, improving 
trust, reducing grievances, and opening channels for cooperation. 
 

Climate‑smart land‑use 
planning 

Reduces competition for land, prevents land degradation, and lowers 
the likelihood of disputes by clarifying access and strengthening 
institutions. 
 

Restoring degraded forests or 
reforestation 

Provides sustainable livelihood options, reduces illegal extraction 
pressures, and supports community cohesion through shared 
stewardship. 
 

Developing urban green spaces Improves air quality, heat and flood resilience, and provides safe public 
spaces for community interaction and cohesion, especially important in 
context of displacement and unplanned urbanisation.  
 
Urban green infrastructure development can also create jobs for people 
recently displaced from rural areas. 
 

Restoring wetlands Enhances flood control and water purification; reduces disaster risk 
and tensions over degraded water resources while creating shared 
conservation benefits. 
 

Nature‑based livelihood 
initiatives 

Expands equitable, self‑determined livelihood opportunities, reducing 
exclusion and contributing to social stability in fragile and conflict-
affected settings. 
 

Developing biodiversity 
corridors/ habitat connectivity 

Reduces human-wildlife conflict and supports sustainable resource 
access across communities, fostering cooperative management 
arrangements. 

Fostering transboundary 
cooperation on nature-based 
solutions and other 
environmental issues, such as 
water diplomacy 

Builds confidence between countries, reduces competition over shared 
resources, and creates platforms for broader peaceful cooperation. 
 

While these nature-based solutions can support peace and resilience outcomes, their 

effectiveness depends on careful, context specific design. NbS interventions in fragile and 

conflict-affected settings must be conflict sensitive – seeking to at minimum do no harm and 

working toward contributing to peace - grounded in robust conflict analysis, strong 

safeguards, and participatory processes. Without these, NbS may inadvertently reinforce 

existing inequalities or exacerbate grievances. With adequate resourcing, understanding of 
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