
Community Affairs Legislation Committee 

INQUIRY INTO THE COMMONWEALTij REDRESS SCHEME FOR 
SURVIVORS OF INSTITUTIONAL CHILD SEXUAL ABUSE BILL 2017 AND 

RELATED BILL-6 MARCH 2018 
ANSWER TO QUESTION ON NOTICE 

Department of Social Services 

Topic: Treatment of payments made under the Redress Scheme 

Question reference number: 1 

Senator: Murray Watt 
Type of question: Hansard page 71 
Date set by the committee for the return of answer: 16 March 2018 
Number of pages: 1 

Question: How is the monetary redress payment treated differently compared to civil 
damages in tenns of taxation, means testing and government debt recovery? 

Answer: Clauses 45 and 46 of the Commonwealth Redress Scheme for Child Sexual Abuse 
Bill 2017 are designed to protect redress payments from government debt recovery and 
garnishee orders. 

Redress payments will be excluded from the definition of income in the Social Security Act 
1991 and the Veterans' Entitlements Act 1986 under Schedule 1 of the Commonwealth 
Redress Scheme for Child Sexual Abuse (Consequential Amendments) Bill 2017. 

Payments arising out of civil proceedings do not generally have such protections and may 
affect a person's social security payments, for example, by making the person subject to a 
preclusion period. 












