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(by mining companies), burned, or illegally dumped.  Big Tyre has the capabilities to 

retread pneumatic tyres for most applications including agricultural, industrial, 

construction, and mining.  This is huge opportunity to reduce waste and to reduce imports 

while supporting the Australian economy.  Big Tyre is proud to be already contributing in 

this sense, but there is room for so much more.  We already have the skills and the 

facilities.  It’s just that the companies using the tyres don’t have the motivation.  With 

appropriate changes in legislation so that companies are motivated to rebuild their tyres 

instead of burying them, Big Tyre is ready to retread them and better serve the Australian 

circular economy.  A more detailed explanation of what is required to deal with Australia’s 

tyre recycling problem is presented in the next point. 

• Tyre recycling.  The problem here is that imported tyres are cheap, and recycling or 

retreading is relatively expensive.  This is why so many tyres are disposed of illegally.  

The answer is actually quite simple. If the government were to impose a recycling levy on 

all imported tyres (based on tyre weight and payable by the tyre importers), this would 

serve two functions simultaneously.  The cost of imported tyres would rise slightly as the 

tyre importers pass on this cost to consumers, making the prospect of retreading used tyres 

more attractive.  Secondly, the government would use this levy to fund tyre recycling 

companies so that it was free for the public to have tyres recycled.  The tyre recycling 

companies (this does not include Big Tyre) would then receive government funding based 

on the tonnage of tyres they have recycled so that they could provide this service for free.  

The number of tyres dumped, burned and buried would be slashed dramatically.  It should 

also be made illegal for mines to bury their end-of-life tyres just as it already is illegal for 

any other business or person in Australia to do so. 

• Resource recovery. This is a struggling industry in Australia.  In the USA, scrap rubber 

is sold by the tonne.  Meanwhile, in Australia the resource recovery industry is so 

immature, that we can’t give away rubber scrap.  Even rubber dust (used for soft-fall 

playground matting, as an ingredient in bitumen, and several other applications), which is 

a by-product from Big Tyre as part of retreading, is something that we struggle to even 

give away.  Once, Big Tyre used to sell their rubber dust, and now no-one wants it at all.  

Methods of recovery can include direct usage of the rubber as described above for the 

rubber dust, or energy from waste (electricity generation), or pyrolysis to extract based 

components such as oil and carbon black. 

 

3. Exploring technological advancements in tyre design, recycling processes, and alternative 

materials. 

• Big Tyre uses only high-quality rubber which means our tyre retreads last longer than 

many brand-new tyres.  However, this value is often not seen by the buyer who is only 

comparing the price of new products to rebuilt products.  Therefore, unless restrictions are 

placed on the quality of imported goods, improving tyre design is unlikely to be an 
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