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To Whom It May Concern,

This is why we're not excited. | strongly believe the
Government needs to stand up and lead our country not by
giving bigots the right to vote but rather legislating for
human rights for all of its citizens.

Attached is mail our same sex family received. This
homophobic propaganda is the distinction that undermines
our human dignity, diminishes our families and
discriminates against us in violation of our basic right to
equal legal treatment.

My partner and | want to express the desire to publicly
proclaim and celebrate our love and commitment but it's
also to protect our son, to ensure legal and social
recognition. It's extremely disappointing that many of us get
treated as second class citizens despite the fact we are
expected to contribute to society.

Some day, same-sex couples in Australia will have the legal
right to marry. That is inevitable. As with every major
human rights advance, from the abolition of slavery to
allowing women and the indigenous to vote. Our son's
generation will look back and wonder how anyone could
have opposed such a basic human right.

Allowing same sex marriages affords our children the same
protections and benefits as children raised by opposite sex
parents.

The exclusion of same-sex relationships from marriage and
the invention of a different word to describe our unions
represents LGBTI and our relationships in particular, as
abnormal, pointless and as less worthy than heterosexual
unions. It's not a pleasant feeling.
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Sometimes | worry about what would happen if | was
injured. The last thing my partner Monique would need is to
have the legitimacy of our relationship questioned by
hospital authorities. If | died, Monique does not need to
have the grief of loss compounded by having to prove that
she is authorised to make my funeral arrangements. In a
married relationship, these matters are rarely called into
qguestion, and the validity of the relationship can be easily
demonstrated if necessary through production of the
marriage certificate.

Civil unions can provide some or all of the rights and
obligations of civil marriage. As long as we are denied the
equal right to marry, alternative regimes do not fix the
discrimination. For example; registering the relationship,
change of name, creating a Will, beneficiaries and legal
rights to children despite being documented on the birth
certificate.

Same-sex marriage is already a reality in a growing list of
countries. Come on Australia!

As Harvey Milk said, 'hope will never be silent.

Thank you for taking this into consideration.

Kind Regards,

Alison Carlsen
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