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Submission to Scnate Standing Committce on Finance and Public
Administration

Mr Roger McDowell

Dear Senators,

T would like 10 cxpress my concerns in relation to the erosion of the property
rights of Australian farmers. The actions of Federal, Statc and Local
governments are compromising the ability of fartners to cfficiently and
eftectivcly produce the food and fibre that the country requires to remain sell
reliant in times of adverse weather conditions.

T would likc to note several examples of actions which I belicve are restricting
farmers from running their properlies as productive efficient businesses.

1.  Land is being ‘tied up’ with caveats bascd on today’s knowlcdge which
will restrict the use of new technologics as they become avatlable. As an
cxample of technology improving viability — 60 years ago the land ncar
Coonamble/ Walgett and other wcestern area were asscssed as marginal
rangeland. Following the introduction of new crop varieties, planting cquipment
and technologics this area is now growing large scale grain ¢rops in somc of the
most cost cffective and productive operations in Fastem Australia.

2. Coanversion of ‘Lease in perpetuity’ land to ‘Freehold’ with restrictive
caveats. People who havc owned land for gencrations are being forced o sign
caveats which restrict their viability and drought resistance und cofivert to
‘Frechold’ Leases. ‘Uhe cavcats include bans on. cutting dead wood, lighting
fires, und the growing particular grasses which are capable of outcompeting
undesirable weeds and other detrimental vogetation. Thesc caveats will place
land holdcrs in a position wbcre they cannot make their land productive and
drought resilient, and thcreforc they will remain reliant on government
assistance during droughts. '
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3. 'The introduction of caveats on land use without compensation is a
restriction of farmers ability to conduct their businesses. Land holders need to be
flexible and adaptivc to respond o changing climate conditions. The
introduction of restrictive caveats without any offsel by way of compcnsation
will mean that land holdcrs arc not able to conduct their enterprises efficiently.
"Cheir farms will becorne defacto national parks which arc financially unviable,
while they will still be required to pay rates, control feral animals and noxious
weeds. This being the case landholders should either be compensated or paid a
salary as national park rangers to carry out conservation work.

My concerns arc that landbolders are being restricted in their ability to conduct
farming cnterprises on their own land! The aim of farming is to produce food
and fibre for the bencfil of all Australians. The current enviroumental/ climate
laws are restricting our farming busincsses without compensation and forcing
farmers off the land!

The incrcasing population in Australia and world wide is increasing the prce of
food, and somc countries are already stopping the cxport of (vod needed to teed
their own people. If we loosc the ability to foed ourselves our future will be held
{0 ransom.





