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Submission on Religious Discrimination Bill
Feminist Legal Clinic Inc. is a community legal service that works to advance the
human rights of women and girls through a combination of targeted casework,
community education and law reform submissions.
This Bill fails to address the concerns we raised in our previous submission of 31
January 2019, so we will simply repeat the content of that submission here. We note
that the deadline for submissions in the week before Christmas is not conducive to
obtaining more considered feedback from those of us with family responsibilities.
This proposed legislation encourages the very conduct that it purports to guard
against, in that it makes provision for discrimination against individuals on the
grounds of their religious belief or activity. This Bill enables adherents of one religion
to actively discriminate against those who belong to another religion or to no religion
at all.
While the Bill ostensibly extends its protection to atheists and agnostics by defining
religious belief to include not holding a religious belief, it is elsewhere clear that the
provisions extend only to those who have deeply held beliefs that are based on
religion.
For example, these provisions may protect a Christian who makes statements of belief
that sex is binary and refuses to acknowledge the declared gender identity of a trans
individual. However, it is not apparent that a feminist is protected when stating a
similar view based in science rather than religion.
This legislation privileges the beliefs of individuals adhering to established religions
over other equally deeply held beliefs, be they secular or spiritual, that are not backed
by a religious organisation or tradition. This legislation therefore discriminates in
favour of mainstream patriarchal religions that propagate belief systems which are
oppressive to women.
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