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Dear Ms Dunstone

Re: Inquiry into the establishment of a national registration system for
Australian paramedics to improve and ensure patient and community safety

| am pleased to submit NSW Health’s response to the Inquiry into the establishment
of a national registration system for Australian paramedics to improve and ensure
patient and community safety.

Should you wish to discuss NSW Health’s submission, please contact Dr Tim Jap,

Senior External Relations Officer, Strategic Relations and Communications on
02 9391 9263.

Yours sincerely

Jilkan Skinner MP

GPO Box 5341, Sydney NSW 2001
Phone: (61 2) 8574 5700 Fax: (61 2) 9339 5502 Email: jillian.skinner@minister.nsw.gov.au




The establishment of a national registration system for Australian paramedics to improve and ensure patient and
community safety
Submission 13



The establishment of a national registration system for Australian paramedics to improve and ensure patient and
community safety
Submission 13



The establishment of a national registration system for Australian paramedics to improve and ensure patient and
community safety
Submission 13



The establishment of a national registration system for Australian paramedics to improve and ensure patient and
community safety
Submission 13



The establishment of a national registration system for Australian paramedics to improve and ensure patient and
community safety
Submission 13



The establishment of a national registration system for Australian paramedics to improve and ensure patient and
community safety
Submission 13



The establishment of a national registration system for Australian paramedics to improve and ensure patient and
community safety
Submission 13



The establishment of a national registration system for Australian paramedics to improve and ensure patient and

community safety
Submission 13 Senate Inquiry

As well as satisfying the criteria in the IGA, the Council of Australian Governments (COAG)
requires that proposed additions to the NRAS are assessed by the Office of Best Practice
Regulation (OBPR). The assessment process includes production of a Regulatory Impact
Statement (RIS).

Such a RIS process was undertaken in relation to the registration of paramedics. In examining
the case for the registration of paramedics, the OBPR formed the view that the RIS did not
satisfy best practice regulatory requirements. The OBPR expressed the following concerns with
the RIS proposing a national paramedic registration:

The evidence of significant reduction in harm from the various options is uncertain;

e There is evidence of problems identified being managed under the status quo
particularly through the Council of Ambulance Authorities standards;
The confusion about who is a paramedic does not appear significant;
The cost saving estimates for employers are not a significant issue and do not appear
reliable; and

e Jurisdictional impacts are not well explained.

NSW is of the view that the OBPR’s findings raise important questions regarding the
appropriateness of national registration of paramedics. NSW will need to further consider these
issues, as well as issues that arise from the review of the NRAS, prior to determining its final
position on “opting in” to any registration scheme for paramedics under the NRAS.

There are, of course, potential benefits to national registration of paramedics. For NSW, these
may include the following:

e nationally constituted, rather than jurisdiction-based, protection of title may increase
consistent definition of paramedic roles by using common terminology and qualifications
across all jurisdictions;

e reduction in the likelihood of practitioners with conduct issues moving from job to job
because of the establishment of a public national register (although this can be
addressed by way of all jurisdictions adopting a code of conduct for unregistered health
practitioners and recognising interstate prohibition orders) and mandatory reporting
requirements on practitioners and employers;

e mandatory checks on criminal history, qualifications, language and continuing
professional development as ongoing conditions of practice (currently, these are a matter
of clinical govemance for each employer);

e ease of cross-border practice for paramedics, who would not have to meet different
regulatory standards in different jurisdictions.

There are also a number of potential disadvantages to adding paramedics to the NRAS:

e NSW is the only state or territory that retains a vocational education and training (VET)
pathway for paramedics. This training pathway is effective for NSW and provides for
flexibility in workforce planning and management. Approximately 40 per cent of new NSW
Ambulance paramedic trainees/interns in 2015 were recruited via the VET pathway. The
potential discontinuance of the VET qualification pathway would be a disadvantage for the
NSW Health Service. Under a national registration scheme (as the legislation currently
stands), it would be an independent National Board which decides the qualifications that are
appropriate for registration. This carries a risk that the VET training pathway may not be
recognised by the Board, thus disadvantaging NSW.

e Registration involves costs, both to the public (in terms of public money required to establish
the registration scheme) and to paramedics themselves (through registration fees). These
costs are outlined in detail in the draft Regulatory Impact Statement submitted to the OBPR.
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