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Research Australia is pleased to respond to the invitation to make a submission to this 
Inquiry. 

Research Australia’s submission to the initial draft of the Electoral Legislation Amendment 
(Electoral Funding and Disclosure Reform) Bill 2017, in January 2017, highlighted that the 
Bill would have a disproportionate and unintended impact on the not for profit sector, 
including many health and medical research organisations. We called for the Bill to be 
amended to avoid these unintended consequences, and are gratified to see that this 
outcome has been achieved with the latest amendments. 

Health and medical research receives significant funding and support from Commonwealth, 
state and territory governments through a range of different funding programs. At the 
Commonwealth level this includes: 

• funding for research activities from the National Health and Medical Research 

Council, the Australian Research Council and the Medical Research Future Fund;  

• funding for universities’ indirect research costs through the Department of Education 

and Training; and  

• funding for research development and commercialisation activities through the 

Department of Industry Innovation and Science.  

All of these programs are regularly reviewed and changed, and the health and medical 
research sector is regularly invited to respond to reviews by Government departments and 
agencies and to Parliamentary inquiries. We are pleased to see that these activities do not 
fall within the new definition of electoral matter or the associated definition of electoral 
expenditure, effectively resolving our concerns with the previous iteration of the Bill.  

The amendments to the Bill distinguish political campaigning that seeks to influence voters 
from non-partisan advocacy on important matters of public policy. 
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