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(Doc Id: 1134643) 
 
9 February 2026 
 
 
Mr Jamie Chaffey MP 
Federal Member for Parkes 
275 Argent Street 
BROKEN HILL  NSW  2880 
e: Jamie.Chaffey.MP@aph.gov.au 
 
 
 
Subject: Submission: Social Licence and Economic 
  Outcomes in Critical Minerals Project 
 
Reference:       
____________________________________________________________ 
 
Dear Jamie 
 
Please see below Forbes Shire Council’s submission re: Social Licence 
and Economic Outcomes in Critical Minerals Project as requested: 
 
Overview 
 
Critical minerals development is central to Australia’s economic resilience, 
clean energy transition, and strategic participation in global supply chains. 
While market demand and technical feasibility underpin project viability, 
long-term economic outcomes are strongly influenced by the presence of a 
robust social licence to operate. Projects that fail to secure community 
trust face delays, increased costs, and reduced investor confidence, 
weakening national productivity. 
 
The Australian Government has an important role in shaping policy settings 
that support both economic performance and community confidence across 
jurisdictions. 
 
Importance of Early and Genuine Community Engagement 
 
Early, transparent, and genuine community engagement is a key factor 
shaping social licence. While approvals are largely administered by states, 
the Commonwealth can provide leadership by setting clear national 
expectations for best-practice engagement. 
 
Effective engagement includes: 

• Commencing engagement well before statutory approvals; 
• Clear communication about benefits, risks, and long-term impacts; 
• Respect for regional and First Nations values; and 
• Processes that allow community feedback to influence project 

design and mitigation. 
 
Engagement perceived as compliance-driven undermines trust and 
increases project risk. National policy frameworks and funding programs 
can encourage consistent, high-quality engagement across the sector. 
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