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Dear Sir/Madam 

RE: INQUIRY INTO DESTRUCTION OF THE 46,000 YEAR OLD CAVES AT JUUKAN GORGE 

I am the chairperson of the Arabana Aboriginal Corporation RNTBC which is the Native Title 

Corporation representing over 1,000 Arabana People.  

The Arabana Country over which our Native Title has been recognised, includes Kati Thanda 

– Lake Eyre and a significant area between Lake Torrens, Coober Pedy and Oodnadatta in 

South Australia. 

To many, much of the country would appear to be desert, but to the Arabana it is a place 

of rich abundance of life.  The thing that sustains that life, are what we call the mound springs, 

which are seepages at the southern edge of the Lake Eyre Basin.  In our country there are 

over 6,000 of these springs and they are of great significance to the Arabana people.  

These springs were created by our ancestors whose stories we know and respect, on whose 

water we depend for life, and on which the birds, plants and animals also depend.  

The springs themselves can be as small as a cup or large enough that you could swim in 

them, however we don’t because of the stories associated with them.  To us, and to many 

Australians, they are a beautiful sight in a harsh environment.  

Unfortunately, our springs are disappearing.  How many have disappeared, we are not yet 

sure, but we are undertaking some research to find out just how many have actually 

disappeared.  Springs that once bubbled out of the ground and people used for bathing, 

have disappeared in the last 20 years.   

The cause of the disappearance of our springs, is water that is being taken from the Great 

Artesian Basin by BHP’s mine at Roxby Downs.  Each day they take 35 million litres of water 

from our springs and the Great Artesian Basin and now they wish to increase that amount to 

42 million litres per day.  

We are told that this will continue for at least the next 60 years.  Given the number of springs 

that have disappeared, in 60 years we have a great fear that there will be none left 

whatsoever.  

The Arabana People have tasked me and the Board of Directors of the Corporation to 

protect the springs.  The big question is how.  
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