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Dear committee secretary, 
 
The Australian Automotive Aftermarket Association (AAAA) warmly welcomes the opportunity to provide 
a submission to the inquiry into the Australian manufacturing industry. 
 
This inquiry comes at an opportune time; Australia’s manufacturing industry must identify its strengths 
and opportunities for growth in a rapidly changing global industrial environment, especially given the 
uncertainties that have been a result of the coronavirus pandemic. 
 
Appendix I of this submission contains a report of the AAAA’s recent research into Australia’s 4WD 
automotive industry. This report addresses the Inquiry terms of reference d., e., f. and g., specifically as 
they pertain to our 4WD industry. 
 
The 4WD industry already plays an integral role in Australia’s manufacturing sector. With 2,100 businesses 
employing 73,000 staff in Australia spanning the entire industrial supply chain, the industry totals $6 
billion of revenue. 13% of these businesses are in the manufacturing sector. All six states are home to 
4WD aftermarket product manufacturers. 
 
Australia has a unique advantage in the 4WD industry. The diverse range of landscapes across our 
expansive continent has long been a playground for keen 4WD enthusiasts. This has allowed our 
domestic 4WD industry to expand rapidly while driving growth in exports. Domestic manufacturers 
expect a growth in exports of 13% in the coming 2-3 years, more than double that of other sectors in the 
industry. The export industry is looking to further tap into globally unmet requirements for quality 
products and to expand into maturing export markets in the USA, Middle East and Africa. This gives the 
industry a firm prospect of becoming a global leader in the 4WD automotive industry. 
 
Australian designed and manufactured 4WD aftermarket products already dominate our domestic 
market. Companies such as ARB, TJM and Pedders Suspension are only a few of the many manufacturers 
who produce Australia’s trusted bull bars, tow bars, suspension kits, gross vehicle mass (GVM) upgrade 
products and a range of other 4WD accessories. They are continuing to develop their brands globally, 
and are becoming more recognised in international markets for their high quality, cutting edge products. 
The opportunity exists now to expand Australian brands into the growing international 4WD accessory 
markets. 
 
This inquiry provides the opportunity for the Federal Government to support this growth industry. 33% of 
businesses in the industry are impeded by the lack of harmonisation between Federal and State 
regulations. 28% do not believe that industrial regulations provide them with the ability to stay in touch 
with consumer demands. Counterfeit products from overseas have affected 22% of the industry. 
 
A skills shortage in the industry may also hamper opportunities to expand the design and development of 
products. 
 
The Federal Government has the opportunity to address these problems and provide the funding 
necessary to help this growth industry develop through the Modern Manufacturing Initiative (MMI). In 
particular, the collaboration and commercialisation streams could provide immense benefit to the growth 
of the industry. We believe that the MMI’s foundation principle that funding is provided on a co-
investment basis will ensure significant support can be afforded to the industry. 
 

Australian Automotive 
Aftermarket Association Ltd 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Australian manufacturing industry
Submission 31



The Australian manufacturing industry
Submission 31



The Australian manufacturing industry
Submission 31



The Australian manufacturing industry
Submission 31



The Australian manufacturing industry
Submission 31



The Australian manufacturing industry
Submission 31



The Australian manufacturing industry
Submission 31



The Australian manufacturing industry
Submission 31



The Australian manufacturing industry
Submission 31



The Australian manufacturing industry
Submission 31



The Australian manufacturing industry
Submission 31



The Australian manufacturing industry
Submission 31



The Australian manufacturing industry
Submission 31



The Australian manufacturing industry
Submission 31



The Australian manufacturing industry
Submission 31



The Australian manufacturing industry
Submission 31



The Australian manufacturing industry
Submission 31



The Australian manufacturing industry
Submission 31



The Australian manufacturing industry
Submission 31



The Australian manufacturing industry
Submission 31



The Australian manufacturing industry
Submission 31



The Australian manufacturing industry
Submission 31



The Australian manufacturing industry
Submission 31



The Australian manufacturing industry
Submission 31



The Australian manufacturing industry
Submission 31



The Australian manufacturing industry
Submission 31



The Australian manufacturing industry
Submission 31



The Australian manufacturing industry
Submission 31



The Australian manufacturing industry
Submission 31



The Australian manufacturing industry
Submission 31




