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Background

The Herald Sun Home Renovation show is an annual event held in the Melbourne Exhibition
Centre. Over four days up to 40,000 people visit the Show. Figures from the 2011 Show

indicated that 85% of people who attended the Show planned a building or renovation project.

This year Asbestoswise invested in a stall at the Show aimed at raising awareness of asbestos in
homes and the dangers of contracting an asbestos related disease.

The Asbestos Wise Stall

The Asbestos wise stall was in a prominent position and at least two volunteers or staff were in
attendance throughout the opening hours of the show. Volunteers came from Asbestos wise
staff, members and supporting legal firms.

The stall had a simple layout with photos of common areas where you find asbestos in most
houses on one wall, examples af safety equipment needed on another wall and details of
asbestos removalists and official tip sites on the third wall. People who visited the stall were

asked to complete a five minute survey. The survey had a dual purpose. One was to provide
data on the awareness of risk amongst prospective home renovators and the other was to

educate them about this risk and what they needed to do to avoid exposure.

Holding Conversations with.Home Renovators

Over the course of the four days and two evenings it is estimated that between 1300 and 1500

people visited the stall, examined what was on display and held conversations with us. Nearly
all of these people were actually planning a renovation in the near future.

The advice given to people was to identify where asbestos might be found and if they were
renovating that area then to seek professional advice. If asbestos had to be removed then we

advised they use a qualified removalist. Those people who indicated that they were going to
carry out the job themselves were shown the kind of safety equipment needed. They were
directed to the GARDS home removal tutorial, instructed on P2 and the Asbestos approved

equipment needed to do this and also directed to EPA landfill sites that can accept asbestos
products.

Survey Results

The survey was completed by 203 people, 49% were male and 51% female. Asked when their

house was built 77.8 % indicated that this was before 198!:i and 82% before 1991. In other
words four out of five of those lived in houses where the likelihood of finding asbestos products

was reasonably high. Asked if they thought there would be asbestos in their home, 43%
thought there would be, but 31 % said they did not know.
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Just over half ofthose surveyed had previously carried out renovations. 30% indicated that
that they had come across asbestos and 22 % did not know. The majority of those surveyed
(84.7%) were likely to renovate in the future. This matches the figures published by the Home
Show last year.

One of the more significant figures in the survey is that 59% of those surveyed would do some
of the work themselves and they would be at risk. Asked how likely they were to come across
asbestos 60 % thought it was likely. Asked about how dangerous asbestos was in the home

68% indicated it was very dangerous,23% somewhat dangerous and 9% not dangerous.

The majority of indicated that they would take precautions when handling asbestos or coming

across it. This may have been influenced that a safety kit was on prominent display at the
Asbestos wise stand. Asked where they would go for advice if their home contained asbestos

the majority would have asked a builder or professional contractor. Only 28% indicated that
they would approach their local council.

What we have learnt

Home Renovation shows are an excellent way of meeting a targeted audience to raise

awareness of the risks involved in encountering asbestos when renovating. Our first experience
is that enough people will stop by for advice and information to make it worthwhile. Asbestos

wise was able to refer to its web page for information and advice afterwards and this is critically
important. We will monitor visits to the web page.

Our survey would seem to indicate that significant numbers of people don't know whether
there are asbestos products in the home and manywill attempt to renovate themselves. A
public awareness tv and media campaign is still the main priority. In the interim asbestos

support groups who wish to raise awareness themselves may find this kind of initiative a useful
model.

An interesting illustration of a State Government agency not coming to grips with the need to

raise awareness was provided by Consumer Affairs Victoria who had an impressive stand at the
show. A 68 page booklet which gave a checklist for consumers. building and renovating makes

no mention of asbestos in the home. Asbestoswise would look towards the Asbestos
Management Review recommendations bringing an end to Government Departments and

agencies not taking responsibility for the necessary education and awareness around asbestos
risk in the home, community and workplace.
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