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POLICE

Northern Territory
Police Force

Ms Sophie Dunstone

Committee Secretary

Legal and Constitutional Affairs Legislation
Committee

Via email: legcon.sen@aph.gov.au Our Ref: 04:024:68877

Dear Ms Dunstone

INVITATION TO MAKE A SUBMISSION - INQUIRY INTO THE CRIMINAL CODE AMENDMENT
(DEEPFAKE SEXUAL MATERIAL) BILL 2024 [PROVISIONS]

Thank you for the opportunity to make a submission in relation to the ‘Inquiry into the Criminal

Code Amendment (Deepfake Sexual Material) Bill 2024 (the Bill).

Northern Territory Police (NT Police) are mostly supportive of the proposed amendments but note
the amendments appear reliant on a person being knowledgeable in information technology and

capable of creating fake explicit material.

The NT Police frequently sees harmful online behaviour whereby one party sends intimate images
purporting to be of another person. Acommon scenario encountered is: Person A sends identifying
photographs of Person B (facial / family photos etc.) to Person C. Person A later sends intimate
images to Person C and purports through conversation that the photographs are of Person B (even
though they are not). The amendments as currently drafted do not appear to cover this type of

behaviour.

NT Police submits that this type of behaviour can effectively cause the same level of harm to a
victim as deepfake sexual material can. The NT Police recommend consideration of whether the

Bill should be amended to reflect this type of offending.

NT Police consents to this submission being made public.
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If you would like to discuss any of the above further, please contact Ms Beth Parry, Senior Lawyer

Yours sincerely

Michael Murphy APM
Commissioner of Police
/6 July 2024
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