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3.2. A national charter of human rights, introduced by statute, would protect the human rights of all 
Australians. It would improve the accountability of public service delivery, enhance public awareness 
of human rights and generally strengthen democracy.

3.3. Australia is the only liberal democratic state without the benefit of such a charter. In 2009 the 
National Human Rights Consultation found that a Human Rights Charter was supported by 87% of 35 
thousand public submissions. We see no good reason for continuing to stifle such a development. 

4. Consolidated laws

4.1. In 2013 the Australian Government proposed a Human Rights and Anti-Discrimination Bill, to 
consolidate the five separate Commonwealth anti-discrimination laws. This should be reconsidered.

This concludes the submission.

Yours faithfully,

Jennie Stuart
President, Humanists Victoria
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