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Senator Rice asked:  

 

Senator RICE: This might be another one to take on notice: in that $3.1 million do you have an 

estimate of the equivalent full-time or other resources that go to make that up?  
 

Mr Anderson: Again, I will provide that on notice. I don't want to get that wrong. I will say that 

when it comes to funding we have never put in doubt what we would spend and invest in 

emergency broadcasting. Despite our funding reducing in real terms, emergency broadcasting is 

something we're absolutely committed to, no matter what. It's not something that you threaten to 

remove. For as long as we can be as local as we are, will be as local for emergency broadcasts as 

much as possible. That's something that we're committed to doing. 

 

 

Answer: 

 

1. Breakdown of the incremental costs of the bushfire / emergency broadcasting during the 2019-20 

season. 
      

     
Regional 
& Local News TOTAL 

    $m $m $m 

 Bushfires Emergency Broadcasting Salaries 1.200 1.477 2.677 

   Travel 0.115 0.222 0.337 

   Equipment 0.059 0.019 0.078 

   Other Related 0.015 0.021 0.036 

 TOTAL   1.389 1.739 3.128 

 

The salary cost within the incremental spend does not correlate to incremental head count, but 

rather it relates to unbudgeted overtime, penalties, casual staff, and the cost of backfilling annual 

leave. 

 

To provide context at the peak of the bushfire coverage the ABC had an average of 857 full time 

equivalent news staff engaged in the coverage across the country. In addition, we estimate that a 

further 139 full time equivalent staff provided radio coverage via ABC’s 55 radio stations held 

across both capital cities and regional Australia. 

 

In delivering its Emergency Broadcasting services, the ABC also leverages its news and local radio 

resources from every capital city and regional bureaux.  
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