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On behalf of the Chamber of Commerce NT (CCNT), thank you for the opportunity to provide 
comment to your inquiry. 
 
The Chamber of Commerce NT was established in 1957 and provides wide-ranging benefits 
to increase business efficiency and enhance business opportunities. The Chamber is a 
foundation member of the Australian Chamber of Commerce and Industry (ACCI). 
 
The Northern Territory is a vast area of 1.35 million square kilometers, sparsely populated 
with 238,000 people. The Chamber’s five regions – The Top End, Central Australia, The 
Barkly, Katherine and East Arnhem – together encompass the whole Northern Territory. The 
Chamber Regional Committees in each region provide input to the Chamber on local issues, 
with offices in all regions except Tennant Creek, which is serviced by our Alice Springs 
office. These regional offices have a high profile with Regional managers and Committee 
members being an integral part of, and voice for, their local business community. They 
represent their members on local committees and exercise a crucial voice in lobbying 
government and influencing decisions. 
 
As the largest employer organisation within the Northern Territory, with approximately 1300 
company members, the Chamber is well placed to advocate the views of the Territory 
business community. 
 
Our firm view is that Defence and the development of our Defence Industries in the North 
continues to be of strategic importance nationally and a critical component of our local 
economy. 
 
As the geo-political dynamics in our neighboring Asian region change, the Northern Territory 
continues to play an important role in the safety and security of Australia.  And a strong 
defence capability in the north is best served by a competitive and sustainable local 
industrial and technological base.  Critical to this is a defence industry policy that supports 
local industry development. 
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