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BRUCE BAIRD AM, FORMER MINISTER FOR TOURISM, NSV - SEAC CO-CHAIR

LI : ' Bruce Baird has an extensive background in business, politics

' g and tourism. He has served as the Australian Trade Commis-
sioner in New York and Germany as well as Government Affairs
Manager at Esso. Bruce was appointed Minister for Transport
(NSW) and later became CEO of the Tourism Council of Austra-
lia. He served as Federal Member for Cook and has chaired both
Economics and Trade committees. Upon leaving politics, Bruce
became Chairman of the Tourism and Transport Forum. He is
a board member of several not-for-profits. He was appointed
Member of the Order of Australia in 2010 and was granted hon-
orary doctorates from the University of Newcastle, and the Uni-
versity of Technology, Sydney.

Simon Crean served as a member of the House of Representa-
tives from 1990 to 2013 and leader of the Labor Party from No-
vember 2001 to December 2003. During his time in Parliament,
he was appointed to various portfolios including Minister for
Trade and Minister for the Arts. After leaving Parliament, Simon
was elected Chairman of the Australian Livestock Exporters
Council. He is currently Deputy Chair of the European Australian
Business Council.

Barbara Stephen has worked as a producer for over 10 years.
She first joined the children’s television industry in 2007 at Am-
bience Entertainment, where she produced the hit series Erky
Perky and line produced the pre-school series Magical Tales
and the highly successful The Adventures of Figaro Pho, work-
ing with Chocolate Liberation Front. Barbara joined the team
at Flying Bark Productions where she produced the animated
children’s series The Woodlies, the Logie hominated television
series Tashi and the successful feature film Maya the Bee Movie,
along with the CGl feature film, Blinky Bill the Movie. Barbara
is currently producing a film adaptation of Jane Lyons’ modern
classic series, 100% Wolf for the big screen and a spin-off se-
ries adapted from the film concept for the ABC. Barbara is also
currently serving as the Vice-President of the Screen Producers
| Australia Council.
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BYRAN BROWN, ACTOR & FOUNDER, NEW TOWN FILM

Bryan Brown is an internationally renowned Australian actor
who has starred in iconic Australian films and TV shows such
as Breaker Morant and A Town Like Alice. In 1999 he starred
in Golden Globe nominated On The Beach, which won an Aus-
tralian Film Institute Award. His latest film credits include Kill
Me Three Times with Simon Pegg and Sullivan Stapleton, Alex
Proyas’ studio epic Gods of Egypt, The Light Between Oceans,
Red Dog: True Blue, and Sweet Country directed by the Cannes
Award winning director Warwick Thornton. Under production
company New Town Films, Bryan’s passion for storytelling be-
hind the camera emerged. In 2002 Bryan produced and starred
in Dirty Deeds opposite Toni Collette. In 2007 he co-produced
Beautiful Kate written and directed by Rachel Ward. He has re-
cently completed filming on Palm Beach which he starred in and
produced.

EMILE SHERMAN, FOUNDER, SEE-SAW FILMS

Emile Sherman is an award-winning producer and co-founder of
See-Saw Films. He has produced a number of prestige projects,
including the six-time Academy Award nominated Lion and the
acclaimed Widows from the Academy Award-winner Steve Mc-
Queen. Sherman won an Academy Award for the 2011 film, The
King’s Speech. Emile is a current board member of The Sydney
Writers Festival, and Fulcrum Media Finance. He is a major film
and television financier, having financed tax credits and provid-
ed other forms of debt finance to over 60 productions to date.

S

FIONA DE JONG, HEAD OF AUSTRALIA’S NATION BRAND, AUSTRADE

Fiona de Jong is Head of Australia’s ‘Nation Brand’ at the Aus-
tralian Trade and Investment Commission (Austrade). As part of
this, she is working with more than 17 Government departments
and over 50 industry sectors through private and public partner-
ships in order to encourage the world to visit, study, invest and
do business with Australia. Prior to Austrade, Fiona served as
CEO and Director of Sport at the Australian Olympic Committee
(AOC). Fiona holds degrees in Law (Hons), Information Technol-
ogy and is a graduate of the Harvard Business School Advanced
Management Program.
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JASON COLLINS, CEO, EUROPEAN AUSTRALIAN BUSINESS COUNCIL (EABC)

Jason Collins was appointed Chief Executive Officer of the Eu-
ropean Australian Business Council in 2007. As CEO, Jason car-
ries overall responsibility for the delivery of the Council’s core
programmes, membership and relations with Australian and Eu-
ropean government agencies, chambers of commerce, industry
groups, and other public and private sector organisations.

He is also the Chairman of the European Business Organisations
Worldwide, a peak association headquartered in Brussels of
European business organisations and chambers of commerce
across Africa, the Americas, Asia, Europe and Oceania.

His previous experience includes working as an advisor and and
was the Chief of Staff in the NSW Parliament, Executive Director
of the NSW Millennium Forum.

PROF LARISSA BEHRENDT, FILMMAKER, LAVARCH PRODUCTIONS

Prof. Larissa Behrendt is a Eualayai/Gamillaroi woman and Di-
rector of Research and Academic Programs at the Jumbunna
Indigenous House of Learning at the University of Technology,
Sydney. She is a graduate of UNSW Law School, has a Masters
and SJD from Harvard Law School, is a Fellow of the Academy
of Social Sciences in Australia and is a founding member of the
Australian Academy of Law. Larissa won the 2018 Australian Di-
rectors Guild Award for best Direction of a Documentary Film for
After the Apology. She also wrote and directed the Walkley nom-
inated documentary, Innocence Betrayed. She has written and
produced several short films and published numerous textbooks
on Indigenous legal issues. She is a board member of the Syd-
ney Festival and a member of the Major Performing Arts Panel
of the Australia Council. Larissa was awarded the 2009 NAIDOC
Person of the Year award and 2011 NSW Australian of the Year.

Marta Dusseldorp has worked extensively in theatre, film and
television and is one of Australia’s most recognised actresses.
Marta received the AACTA Award for Best Lead Actress in a TV
Drama for ABC’s Janet King in which she plays the title role and
is also an Associate Producer. She stars in the popular series A
Place to Call Home for Foxtel and in the ABC series Jack Irish
opposite Guy Pearce. Marta has a wealth of experience on stage
including being a member of Sydney Theatre Company’s Actor’s
Company where she received a Helpmann Award for her role in
Shakespeare’s War of the Roses. Her film credits include Paul
Cox’s award-winning Innocence, John Curran’s Praise, Bruce
Beresford’s Paradise Road opposite Glenn Close, Francis Mc-
Dormand and Cate Blanchett, Jonathan Teplitzky’s Burning Man
and the forthcoming Ellie & Abbie directed by Monica Zanetti.
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GENERAL THE HON SIR PETER COSGROVE AK AC (MIL) CYO MC (RETD

After a successful military career, Peter Cosgrove served as
Chief of the Defence Force from 2002 until his retirement from
the Australian Defence Force in 2005.

)

Subsequently, he accepted positions on several boards, includ-
ing QANTAS, Cardno and the Australian Rugby Union. He was
appointed by the Queensland Government to lead the taskforce
rebuilding communities following Cyclone Larry in 2006. From
2007 to 2012, he chaired the Council of the Australian War Me-
morial and served as Chancellor of the Australian Catholic Uni-
versity from 2010 until early 2014.

On 25 March 2014, Prime Minister Tony Abbott announced that
General Cosgrove would become a Knight in the Order of Aus-
tralia when sworn in as Governor-General.

RU

Russel Howcroft is a well-known media personality with over
30 years’ experience in marketing and media. He has held lead-
ership roles across industry and agencies. Russel joined PwC
Australia in March 2017 and is a key leader in the firm’s CMO
Advisory Practice, currently serving as PwC’c Chief Creative Of-
ficer. Russel was previously Executive General Manager of Net-
work Ten and the former national CEO of advertising agency
George Patterson Y&R. He has worked with many of Australia’s
iconic brands and is the champion of big and brave ideas that
transform business and brands. Russel is also Chair of the Aus-
tralian Film, Television and Radio School (AFTRS).

Zoe McKenzie is principal of Trade and Investment Advisory, a
firm which advises Australian and international entities on their
market expansion into Australia or into one of Australia’s current
or future Free Trade Agreement partners. Prior to this role, Zoe
was Chief of Staff to the Trade and Investment Minister and has
held senior policy development roles in Federal and State Gov-
ernments. Before working in Government, Zoe practiced as an
employment and industrial relations lawyer in one of Australia’s
largest law firms and was a strategic adviser to the CEO of a
major professional services firm. Zoe is a board member of the
Australia Council for the Arts and the French Australian Cham-
ber of Commerce and Industry.

Fiona Phillips, Policy Consultant
fiona.phillips@screenproducers.org.au
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