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A history of failure

The attached letter appeared in the Northern Star newspaper (NSW) in 1910, Just over 50
years later the last eastern quoll ever seen on mainland Australia would be found - as a road-
killed specimen from Sydney. Letters just like this one; warning of the eastern quolls demise,
appeared time and time again until 1961, when the last reference to an extant mainiand
eastern quoll was published in the Sydney Morning Herald on 17 May (also attached). The
Federal or State Government did nothing to prevent this tragedy - despite repeated warnings
from knowledgeable Australians for over 5 decades.

I undertook my Master of Environmental Management in 2005. [ was researching the
abundance and diversity of mammals across areas of different land management regimes. I
ran a wildlife trapping program in the southern Barrington Tops region; both in State Forest
and National Park as well as on private land, following roughly in the footsteps of a
researcher, who less than a decade earlier had found healthy populations of spotted-tailed
quoll; the largest remaining marsupial carnivore on mainland Australia. All I detected were
feral cats.

The current protection model for threatened species and ecological communities in NSW, and
indeed Australia, is an unmitigated failure.

s A Federally funded and coordinated feral pest management program must be
established, with the aim of managing feral predator species and other key
threatening processes. A primary objective should be the identification of a
methodology for permanent pest species removal (viral or fertility control of foxes
for example).

Keeping native animals
Why can an Australian walk into a pet store and purchase a cat? The most single damaging
species to Australian wildlife. An indiscriminate killer, exterminating wildlife by predation,



competition, as well as via the transmission of toxoplasmosis; a devastating parasite that is
fast destroying our remaining native mammal populations.

Yet the NSW National Parks and Wildlife Service's very own website states that native
animals including the bandicoot, sugar glider and eastern quoll have no place in Australian
households and "They generally cannot be enjoyed the same way as a dog or cat".

This 1s the mentality that will relegate the remaining small to medium sized mammals to
extinction in Australia. Many Australians are not looking for the same type of 'enjoyment’ as
one would obtain from a cat or a dog, and are crying out o be able to interact with our
wildlife; to breed our wildlife; to help manage our wildlife. Under the National Parks and
Wildlife Act 1974, any attempt to do this at the moment will land a person with a large fine
or a prison sentence.

* A program to actively discourage Australians from keeping non-native pets that are
likely to threaten native wildlife must be developed.

* A licencing program, keeper-training regime, and native mammal stock monitoring
system funded via the trade of native animals should be enacted as a matter of
priority for many mammal species including macropods, dasyures, bandicoots, and
some possum and glider species.

The role of the private land holder

Australia must embrace an approach that provides the means for private landowners to better
control predators on their land and enfering their land. This may involve wildlife protection
fencing for example, where locally coordinated native animal breeding programs can be
established. Access to funding managed from a Federal level is essential to ensure a broad-
scale wildlife management regime-shift towards more active wildlife management on private
lands.

» Predator-prooefing land on Commonwealth, State and privately managed lands is
essential, as it provides longer-term effectiveness against feral predation and
competition than traditional ‘ad-hoc’ pest-management via methods such as
shooting or baiting,

¢ A Federal wildlife refuge system and register should be established, and grants to
encourage active management (including the breeding of native wildlife on predator-
proofed properties) of wildlife on private lands should be established as a matter of
urgency.

Tasmanian devil and other wildlife reintroductions

The Tasmanian devil has been extinet on mainland Australia for approximately 450 years,
however may have existed in isolated populations up to the early years of European
setilement. The devil should be reintroduced to mainland Australia as a priority. Anecdotal
evidence suggests healthy devil populations have prevented the fox from establishing in
Tasmania over the past century. Devils may have the ability to compete with foxes on
mainland Australia, by preying on cubs and may even supress cat numbers. Government
Authorities must quickly change their over cautious approach to wildlife management and
reintroduction programs.



The eastern quoll should also be reintroduced as a priority. If this species can become extinct
over its entire mainland range, then it can go extinct in Tasmania. I recently (2010) offered
the NSW National Parks and Wildlife Service assistance with developing a predator-proof
fence in part of Sydney Harbour National Park, to reintroduce quolls; following an approach
by a philanthropist looking to financially support a Sydney-based wildlife project. They
declined the offer citing 'too much maintenance'. I suspect it was more likely too much effort,
or too much red-tape. They told me I could help them pull weeds out though, if I still wanted
to assist. This is the attitude that will cause our wildlife to continue its decline.

e A robust program of wildlife re-introductions should be initiated, with an aim of re-
introducing locally-extinct species. This should be undertaken by both Federal and
State environment agencies with assistance from community-based organisations
and individuals, or vice versa.

e  Further, if a Government agency wishes not to undertake or participate in a
recovery plan for a species, as in the case of NSW for the eastern quoll, then the
Government should at least fully support private individuals who wish to launch
their own recovery attempt.

It is a noble thought to suggest that locking up vast tracts of land and providing protected
status to our wildlife will save it. It is however, an approach that has failed and continues to
fail. It is time that wildlife management in Australia became more pro-active, less
bureaucratic, and more willing to test novel methods of wildlife management — because the
status quo is completely broken.

Rob Brewster
Environmental Scientist, Sydney.
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_thoy would  rald ‘the ' huts and -any -place
"whora food’ wag to be fottmyl, - and attack
the ‘poultry with eadly effect. . Although
- only;about hall the sizo of an’average  do-
mestic ‘cat, . anid of slender build, this  In-
¢ digenous creature would play havoc with:
. all kinds of' poultry. . ‘Ono ‘cat hns been
' known ‘to -kill: as many' o8 15+ ducks_in a
. night,  They would not ext the body,” hut
- merely gash the throat.and suck the blood,
Iivery nworning scores  of birds awould be
found 'lying .about dead, buti . with  no
wounds on the hody with the exception of
~the -one. In the throat. In regard to the
' strange disappearance .of the creature the
various "‘vxplanations which may apply to
‘the dying out of others of the mammallan
tribes ‘throw no satislactory light on this
subjéct. . On the Hunter, and throughout
“the whent bualt of the State, it Iy easy,
‘ynough to account for tho disappearanco of
. the native cat. - Where the country: has
been 'saltled pud cleared ol timber of all
. :kinds ' tho animal simply cannot oxist. 1t
- ‘is _descrlbed by. noturalists, ns. “‘terrestrial
‘and arboreal,’”” bLut as o matter of fact
this spucies of the fellne family - was of
entirely terrestrinl habit so far as could be
ohserved. in-this country. It lived and had
its ‘nests in-deud logs, and foraged on the
. ground, taking to a tree only under oxcep-
tional' circumstances, nnd when no other
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Ctiher explanations given teatatlvely are
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poisoning of the creature by means of
phosphorus are responsiblo for | its disap-
pearance,  There s absolutely nothing .in
any of these theories. 'The eat had come
and gono, in.the reglon of which the writ-
er has knowicdge, long before the rabbilt
hnd become n serious pest or phosphorus
polsoning was Introduced for coping with
il. A8 to the trapping, that explanntion is
ulso not In any sense “substantial, The
nntivo cat has a protty fur : there are two
colors In this particular spocies, hut the
- difference is ‘merely a «difference of colorn-
.- tlon, not ‘of type. The most common was
~ the greyish-yellow  with white spots. whije

. the'moro attractive black with whito spots:

wad In nbout the same ratio to the others
a8 colored rabblits, “are to the dominant
- tint. - But in those dnys, whatever might
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the fur,, and consequently no Inducement
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but thex were so numergus that this would
have no more effect than the shooling of
rabbits would have now, Tike the rabbit,
too, the cat is a most prolifle breedaor, Tt
wns o conmmon  thing te find a “nest™
wilh broods of six and ecight young ones.
Onco tho writer .gsaw o log cut open, and
within there were elght protty little young
ones—hlack® with- white spots—sucking at
the toats of tho-dend mother, which  hnd
ovidontly heen poisoncd and had reached
her home to die. Even us tiny 'kittens they
wre extremely  viclous, nnd, will spit and
snort znd . snap ot anyone coming near
. them, and glve vent to o harsh, nasul cry.,
which jars most unpleasantly on the cars.’

The curious, fenture of the case Is that
~the eats disappeared from .many parts of
-the country, not, graduanlly, as if they had
died off from somne discase or had been re-
Ctuced by the Incoming  of settlement, but
Just as il they had organised an exodus
among themselves, and hnd gono In the
manner of migratory birds with the change
of tho season. -




The period in which they
vanlshed. from the Billabong . is anllirned by
compolent observers to have heen  well
within 12 ‘months, and this at o tlmo
wlhen - there was  little or no sottlement,

" and rabbit polsoning wns unknown. Like

the swarms of fleld mice which once swept
over the country, they seemed to como
from no one knew where, nnd, after o few
years' stuy, to go almost ns suddenly as
they hnd come, ‘I'here i no doubit that if
the native cat (Dasyurus) could be reln-
troduced into tho country in the numbers
to be met with 80 or U3 years ngo we
should have a revolution In regard 1o tho
rabbit peést, These slim, tigerish crentures
could go anywhere . the smallest rabblt
tould go, No part of n hurrow no hollow
limb or log, woull alford the rabblt the

slighteat protection from this bloodthirsty.

woasel-llke foe. As-an enemy of the rab-
bit the nutive cat Is jusfh what I8 re-
quired, }:umum& it kills for blood, and does
not bother nhout flesh when plenty of the
other diot lg avalluble.. 1f one ent wpuld

ill a score of poultry in© a night, how

muny rabhbits ecould be disposed of I8 wo
had sulliclent of. these rare anlmals 2 At a
motleat eatlmnte n ent would kill 100 rab-
bits per week, and 1000 of them would ne-
count for 0,000,000 rabblts in the cnurse
of uw yenr, In the olil duys, before the rab-
bit, the eat was somothing of a post [t-
scll, [Under present clreumstances 1L would
probably not trouble nbout enlding lardees
nr poultry roosts, with ‘milllons of rah-
hitd nhoul. ; :
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this ques-
tlon ‘could ‘be ' answored, ,with some degree,
of eertnl'ntv nnd lhoq._tha poslition being
defined, - something might o _done” with the
viow of: protecting and fnﬁterlng the cats,
‘Instead “of allowing them to'be killed olf
nll.ugnther.*lf sultahle conditions ! were os-
tuhlishm:l e B s possible  that they would
_Koon 'becnma numerous ¢nough to be turn-
c? to um.-utrh'r.- necount in ﬂghtlng 1he rab-
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Sir~~-As one who has Jived
in Vaucluse for 30 years, 1
would like to state emphati-
cally that a marine drive from
Rose Bay to Niclsen Park
would be a slur on our Jovely
district.

Apart from spoiling the
foreshores  themselves and
crealing noise and traffic prob-
lems, cur wildlife, which we
love, would be doomed,
Among our fauna is the rare
native car, which still exists
jn Nielsen Park, the only
bush-clad park of its size on
the southern shores of Port
Jackson,

I hope all loyal lovers of
Sydney will prevent such a
marine drive,

, C, V. NATHAN.

Yaucluse,

Sydney Moming Herald — 17 May 1961





