
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Committee Secretary, 
Senate Rural and Regional Affairs and Transport References Committee 
 
Inquiry into the decision to commit funding to the Perth Freight Link project 
 
Thank you for your invitation to make a submission on this important issue. 
 
I was involved with the planning for the Metro Freight Network Strategy from 2001 to 2008. I participated in 
this planning process as a community stakeholder and I was a member of a sub-committee that examined 
the local impacts of the strategy 
 
The WA Government established the Metropolitan Freight Network review in 2001 to examine the options 
for the future transport of freight through the Metropolitan Area. As part of this review it held several 
freight network congresses where all stakeholders were invited to attend and express their views on the op-
tions. 
 
 In April 2004 a workshop was held at Murdoch University to rank the options for improving freight access 
from Kewdale to the Port of Fremantle. A large number of options were presented and these were evaluated 
by the participants and then ranked using multi-criteria analysis. The unanimous conclusion of that work-
shop was that stages 8 and 9 of the Roe Highway were not needed and that the best solution was to upgrade 
the existing access roads and increase the use of rail. The development of a new port in Kwinana was rec-
ommended so that it could relieve the pressure on Fremantle. 
 
The outcomes of this planning workshop and the preceding Freight Congresses led to the establishment of a 
Local Impacts Committee, of which I was a member, along with other key stakeholders. It met on many oc-
casions over the following three years and considered a program of road and intersection upgrades to pro-
vide improved access for trucks to the Port of Fremantle and greater safety for all road users.  
 
The results of this work formed part of the Government's Six Point Plan for the Metro Freight network, 
which was released following approval by the Freight Congress in 2008. The 6-point Plan (attached) included 
the construction of Roe 7 to the Kwinana Freeway, an early start on the new harbour at Kwinana, and steps 
to improve traffic flow on existing access roads to the Port of Fremantle. 
 
The Metro Freight Network Strategy was a carefully considered, consultative and cost effective approach to 
the short, intermediate and long term needs of the freight industry in the Metropolitan Region. Funds were 
allocated in the 2008 State Budget and in the forward estimates to implement some aspects of this plan. 
 
Roe Highway stage 7 was constructed and some improvements were made to traffic flow on Leach Highway 
and South Street, but there was a change of Government in WA in 2008 and the remainder of the Six Point 
Plan was abandoned in favour of an older plan (the Hepburn-Stephenson Plan of 1965) which relied on 
building Roe Highway stages 8 and 9 to provide access to the Port. This option had been considered and re-
jected by the Freight Congress. However, there was no consultation with the stakeholders who had carefully 
planned the Metro Freight Network Strategy. The State Government simply announced that it was going to 
build Roe 8 and it set up a consortium called South Metro Connect to plan this road. SMC did hold three 
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community workshops but these were simply to collect comments on its designs for Roe 8. The planning for 
the new Outer Harbour was suspended even though a private consortium had already received environmen-
tal approval in 2000 to construct a new harbour at James Point in Cockburn Sound. The road and intersection 
upgrades were also abandoned as the Government focussed its attention on Roe 8. 
 
Late in 2014 the State Government announced its intention to sell the Port of Fremantle and to put the new 
Kwinana port on hold. It then announced that it would construct the Perth Freight Link, a toll road consisting 
of Roe 8 and a new highway through Fremantle to the Port. Stage 2 of the Perth Freight Link has never been 
publicly discussed or reviewed by the EPA. The costs and benefits of the Perth Freight Link and comparisons 
with the Six Point Plan have never been publicly released. 
 
In my opinion the planning of the Perth Freight Link is a tragic failure of Government process. All of the care-
ful planning and consultation by the previous Government has been abandoned in favour of a vague design 
based on outdated planning from the 1960s that was never submitted to environmental impact assessment. 
The new plan has not been discussed publicly with the key stakeholders and the details of stage 2 of the PFL 
are still uncertain. No cost benefit analysis is publicly available and comparisons with other options are lack-
ing. 
 
I believe that the Commonwealth should not invest taxpayers' funds in the current proposal for the Perth 
Freight Link.  It is a very expensive and high impact project and I am not convinced that it is the best option 
for the freight industry or the community in WA. 
 
 

 

Philip Jennings 
President 
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