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Background 

The focus of the Joint Standing Committee’s inquiry is highly relevant, because, two decades ago, 

enrolments from Indonesia placed it in the top five source nations, peaking at the third highest in the Asia-

Pacific region in 1997 with 6,416 students. 

A decade ago, Indonesia dropped out of the top ten contributing countries, replaced for the first time by 

India. Enrolments from Indonesia fell to 1,529. The figures have been consistently low since, fluctuating 

between 1,500 and 2,500 enrolments.  

Enrolments from Indonesia and other countries in the Asia-Pacific region were adversely impacted by the 

Asian financial crisis in the late 1990s. However, while enrolments from other countries, such as South 

Korea, increased again after the crisis, enrolments from Indonesia did not. Conversely, enrolments from 

Indonesia were not impacted by the global financial crisis, high Australian dollar or student safety concerns 

which adversely affected enrolments from many other countries from 2009 to 2013. 

This market data is drawn from the annual Survey of major ELICOS regional markets. For more than 20 

years, this survey and report has been commissioned by English Australia from Environmetrics Pty Ltd and 

funded by the Department of Education and Training. It is the only market analysis which collates and 

publishes enrolment information for both student visa and non-student visa holders. 

Current situation: Indonesia 

The most recent Survey of major ELICOS regional markets for the calendar year 2015, published in June 

2016, shows that enrolments from Indonesia continue to decline both in terms of actual numbers and 

economic contribution.  

ELICOS enrolments from Indonesia totalled only 1,884 students, placing it 10th in the list of top source 

countries in the Asia Pacific region. This represented a fall of 19 per cent from 2014 when the enrolment 

figure was 2,339. 

The largest concentration of Indonesian students in 2015 were enrolled in NSW with 1,244 students 

compared to Victoria with 279 and WA with 252. 

In terms of economic contribution in 2015, Indonesia dropped to 12th in the Asia-Pacific region. This 

reflects that those students who do come are studying English for shorter periods than previously was the 

norm. 

As Indonesia is an important member of ASEAN (Association) and with the English Language adopted as the 

official language for communication amongst the member nations, the quality of the Australia English 

Language training sector offers further opportunity for bilateral cooperation.  
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