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INTRODUCTION

The Government welcomes the opportunity to respond to the findings and recommendations of the
Senate Economic References Committee Report into the 2016 Census.

Subsequent to the events of Tuesday 9 August 2016 (Census night), the Prime Minister asked the
Cyber Security Special Adviser, Alastair MacGibbon, to review the events that led up to the eCensus
form being temporarily taken down. Mr MacGibbon’s Review of the Events Surrounding the 2016
eCensus (the MacGibbon Review) has since been completed and was tabled in Parliament on

24 November 2016.

The MacGibbon Review outlined a number of recommendations for Government and for the
Australian Bureau of Statistics. The Government has considered the MacGibbon Review, accepted all
of its recommendations and agreed that we must embrace cyber security as a core platform for digital
transformation.

The Government notes the overlap between issues addressed by the respective recommendations of
the MacGibbon Review and the Senate Economic References Committee report.
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