SAVE THE BILBY FUND

Addendum to Save the Bilby Fund’s Submission – Engaging
with Australia’s youth
All forms of governments state intergenerational equity as a moral and ethical
responsibility. I strongly believe that in future years the children that are now attending
schools across Australia are the people who will have the job try to solve the
environmental mess we all have created.
Curriculum studies and the integration of wildlife interpretation in schools is still, in my
view, an important and missing part of the holistic approach required for threatened
species recovery. In 1982 when I first joined Qld National Parks and Wildlife Service we
had ‘interpretation’ officers who would travel to schools sometimes with an animal and
talk to children about what they shared their beautiful country with, and how they can play
a major role in helping keep them with us for future generations to see and enjoy. This
sort of role is no longer funded by cash pressed government agencies and nongovernment agencies like mine struggle to fund the activity in the absence of this
support.
One of the major projects of STBF is to visit as many schools as our small workforce will
allow and take a live bilby for the students to see and enjoy. The fund has also developed
a crossword competition using Australian endangered Australian animals. This project
has run for the last six years and is an educational opportunity designed to help students
learn more about Australia’s endangered species. The “Face The Challenge” crossword
competition, which was mailed to almost ten thousand schools accross Australia on 16th
July 2012, also challenges students to refine their research skills. To see the activities
involved, please visit: www.savethebilbyfund.org and click on the competition link from
the homepage. Feedback about the competition from schools has been very positive
and teachers and students alike feel proud that they are helping save the iconic bilby as
well as learn about our unique species. This is just one example of the type of activity
which could be included in the curriculum nationally to give students a greater insight into
Australia’s threatened species.
Activities that involve school children interacting with and learning about Australian fauna
can also be carried out using technology such as smart phone applications, video
conferencing and interactive web interfaces. Camera technologies are advancing and
becoming cheaper all the time, and it is now possible to have interactive live footage of
threatened fauna going about its ‘day to day’ business. This could be a compellingly
effective tool as children are encouraged to engage with a ‘reality TV’ version of the
much-loved wildlife documentary.

There is also an ongoing need to have inspiration speakers attend school so that children
get a window into what is going on in their world and are encouraged to believe that they
are the active agents in the world they might want for themselves. After hearing Jessica
Watson speak about the amount of plastic she encountered on her round the world
voyage, I believe that children will readily engage with the challenges of threatened
species conservation if they know about the problems that are occurring.
Conserving wildlife is going to be an ongoing and increasing challenge for all players in a
world that will struggle with a variable climate and ever increasing human populations.
We believe as a modern society that intergenerational equity is important. I agree, but
furthermore feel it is also our obligation to equip future leaders with a love of wildlife and
a sense that they are able to do great things and create different outcomes for
themselves. With this in mind I recommend that discussions regarding the need to
develop and resource threatened species activities in schools also cover off on the need
to provide interpretation support for school aged children. And curriculums should include
exposure to inspirational speakers who are engaging with the big issues confronting the
planet and its wildlife.
I don’t believe it will be necessary to set up a new bureaucracy to deal with this, but
rather use the existing agencies and concentrate on adequate funding. I would like to
suggest that you might consider inviting educators from both public and private
educational institutions as well as threatened species experts to examine possible
content as well as a funding source. I would be very happy to attend your hearing to
explain further my vision.
Yours faithfully

Frank Manthey OAM
Co-Founder of Save the Bilby Fund

