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Dear Kathy;:

Thank you for your istter of st October, 2008. | enclose information regarding the survey on our local wind
farms.

Regards,

3, P
Provider No 471804X

Bh:tv:send ' &



RESULTS — LOCAL WIND FARM SURVEY

As a local General Practitioner and Medical Officer of Health for the district of South
Gippsiand, it has been brought to my attention that there maybe adverse health affects
caused by people living in close proximity to wind farms. A literature review of studies
overseas has shown that whilst there are no proven significant adverse health affects of a
physical nature, there has certainly been documented cases of annoyance resuiting in
reduced well being. To my knowledge there has been no other studies done of this
subject in Australia. it was with this in mind that | distributed 25 questionairres asking
about health problems to residents living within one and half to two kilometres of the Toora
Wind Farm. Six weeks later | had racsived 20 replies and analysed the results. Of the
results | divided the problems between no health problems, mild problems and major
problems.

1. No Health Problems — Twelve people reported no heaith problems whatsover.

2. Mild Problems — Five people reported mild problems. These included sleep
disturbance especially on a guist night, anxiety, stress and concerns about property
values.

3. Major Problems —~ Three people reported major health problems including sieep
disturbance, stress and dizziness. These required investigation and medications.
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st"at:-en effects

Pramontery district medical practi-
tioner and South Gippsiand Shire
Medical Officer of Health Dr Davig
i567 has condutied his own confiden-
Hal survey on the heatth effects of fiv-
ing near a wind power station,

Dr lser said he was oromnded 4o
undertake such a study because “it
has been brought to my attention that
there may be adverse heafm sffects
caussd to people Hvin g in close prox-
imity o wind powsr stations,

“P-. Hersturs review of studiss over-
seas has shown that while there are
na proven significant adverse heatth
gffects of a physical nature, thera
certainiy has been documeniad
casas of annoyancs T‘ESURiﬁg in e
duced weiibemg_ ha said,

“To my knowledge thern has hesn
no other studies done on this subject
in Australia, and with this in mind |
prepared and distributed 25 question-
naires *

D1 iser's survey was Seni o house-
hatlds lopaterd within about hvo kio

LA LV { W RE HiED AL L AR DU
metres of Stanwell Comoration Lim-
ited’s 12-turbine wind power station
on Siicocks Hill at Toora.

The survey asked the paople who
raceived the survey o provide their
name znd address # they wished, as

- &
wall 25 1o give an

ane group,

They were aiso asked to stats the
distance betweean thair proparty and
the nearest wind turbine, how iong
they had been living at the proparty,
a“c wnems"r‘ey !eit the:r he:wh had
Ssan “sdvsrssiv
araction of the ?Lrhaes".

Thoga mﬂﬂhﬂﬁnr\*e i th&‘hu- +
their heaith had baen adversaly af-
fected were asked to siate whether
they had experienced an increase of
a number of symptoms since the tur-
binss were buill

Theidistof symptoms D iser sought
informetion about included head-
aches, paipitations, excassive #rad.
nass, stress, anxiaty, tinnitus or ring-

T L i Tis
ndication of thaii

ing in the ears, hsaring problems,
steep disturbances, migraines, de-
pression or any other related condi-
tion,

F%espc;ndents warg asked fo state
whetler they had appmdchsd their
doctor inragard 1o any of thess symip-
toms and to briefly deseribe any tests
they may have undergone and/or
treatrent they may have received.

The final questien in the survey
asked respondents If they believed
that oy qua‘:iy of iife hasin any way
aiterad since fiving naar the wind tur-
bines” and if so, how.

SURVEY RESUILTS

Or Iser zaid 20 or 80 par cent of the
25 surveys warp returnad to him dur-
ing the six weeks after they were cir-
culated.

The resuits of the survey were coi-
lated and analysed, with Dr Iser di-
viding the information inio three cai-
egories; no health problems, minor
heaith problems and maior haalth
problems.

Dr Iser said 12 of the 20 respond-
ents reported no health problems
whatsosver,

A further five people reported miid
health problems, including disturbed
sic-e;j espacially on quiet nignts, anxi-
oty, stress and concerns about prop-
erty values.

Three pecple reparted major health
problems, including sleep distur-
bances, stress and dizziness, which
required investigation, treatment and
medicalion.

“Overall, 12 of the 20 respondents

showed no health problems, whiie
mgh: out of 20 showed mild to major
problems mostly related to sleen dis-
turbance and stress,” Dr Iser sald.

“t would be interested in hearing
from other people who may not have
received my survey who think their
health has been siiher unaffeciad or
adversely allected because of living

near a wind power station
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