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SUBMISSION TO SENATE FINANCE AND PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION REFERENCES
COMMITTEE
INQUIRY INTO OPERATION AND APPROPRIATENESS OF ADF SUPERANNUATION
SCHEMES

BY BERT HOEBEE

Senate Finance and Public Administration References Committee
PO Box 6100

Parliament House

CANBERRA ACT 2600

Dear Senator Colbeck and Committee Members

My apologies for submitting so late in the piece. I would like to make short points for your
consideration in respect to three of your Terms of Reference:

(a) whether the legislative framework governing superannuation and pension schemes
for current and former members of the ADF is fit for purpose

It has long been understood that the design and management foundations of superannuation
pensions for our military personnel should be based on these considerations, as recommended
by Pollard in his report ' :

(1) The purchasing power of the pension should be maintained.

(2) Pensioners generally, and not one particular group only, should share gains in
national productivity.

(3) The Commonwealth, as a good employer, should show a lead.

Therse considerations are uncontroversial. They should be inviolable and enduring.

I trust that you will keep these basic considerations in mind during your deliberations and
decide whether they have been truly honoured in the design, amendment, operation and
administration of the various military superannuation schemes since Pollard made his report.
I consider that they have not been fully honoured.

(b) whether the Military Superannuation and Benefits Scheme (MSBS) enables
veterans to preserve savings to deliver income for a dignified retirement in an equitable
and sustainable way

I submit that the MSBS does not entirely ‘deliver income for a dignified retirement in an
equitable [and sustainable] way’. I am not certain what is meant by ‘sustainable’ in the
context of superannuation. However, I do know that superannuation should adhere to the
conditions set out in its establishment [and ‘PDS’}— such as maintaining its purchasing power
(clearly stated in product offer statements) and should honour Australia’s Human Rights
obligations regarding discrimination— also with regards to superannuation.
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