
  

Brigadier M.J. Galton, DSC  
Director General 

Capital Facilities and Infrastructure  
Brindabella Business Park (BP26-1-B100)  

PO Box 7925 

DGCFI-ID/OUT-2021/BS20298137 

Mr Rick Wilson MP 
Chair 
Parliamentary Standing Committee on Public Works 
Parliament House 
CANBERRA ACT 2600 

Dear Mr Wilson, 

COMMUNITY CONSULTATION REPORT: 
UNITED STATES FORCE POSTURE INITIATIVES NORTHERN TERRITORY 
TRAINING AREAS AND RANGES UPGRADES PROJECT 

This letter is to inform the Parliamentary Standing Committee on Public Works of the nature 
and extent of community consultation undertaken by the Department of Defence as part of the 
United States Force Posture Initiatives (USFPI) Northern Territory Training Areas and 
Ranges Upgrades Project (the Project), referred to the Committee on 12 May 2021.  

The Project involves works across four existing Defence training areas in the Northern 
Territory. The aim of the consultation was to ensure the community, residents around the 
training areas and other stakeholders are: 

 well informed about the project’s details, and 
 provided the opportunity to raise concerns or seek further information such that, 

wherever feasible, Defence could address these in the Project. 

Defence’s stakeholder and community consultation activities, listed below, were delivered in 
accordance with the project’s comprehensive community engagement strategy. These 
included: 
 Advertising community information forums in local newspapers. A copy of the 

advertisement and a list of the media outlets where it was published are at Annex A. 

 On 07 May 2021, distributing approximately 115 project brochures via letter box 
drop to residents within close neighbourhoods around Robertson Barracks. A copy of 
the brochure and the distribution area are at Annex B.  

 On 13 May 2021, the brochure announcing the forums was posted on the Knuckey 
Lagoon resident’s community facebook page to target residents closest to Robertson 
Barracks who were identified by Australia Post as being in an “undeliverable area” 
for Australia Post, hence the inability for Defence to complete a letterbox drop in 
this vicinity.   A copy of the Facebook post is at Annex C.  
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 On 07 May 2021, contacting residents close to Kangaroo Flats Training Area via 
telephone, and where possible emailing a copy of the brochure announcing the 
community information forums to residents who do not have residential letterboxes. 
A copy of the brochure and the contact area are at Annex D.  

 Inviting key stakeholders to receive a personal briefing about the Project.  This 
included Territory and Federal Members of Parliament, Territory Departments and 
Authorities, Aboriginal Areas Protection Authority, Northern Land Council, Local 
Government representatives and Territory and local industry business associations.  
A list of these stakeholders and a summary of communications with them is at  
Annex E. An example of the letter of invitation is at Annex F. 

 Conducting five Community Information forums near the four proposed work 
locations: Berry Springs, Palmerston, Mount Bundey and Timber Creek in the 
Northern Territory; and Kununurra in Western Australia. Levels of attendance and 
types of information Defence provided at these forums are at Annexes G and H. 

 Attendees were given the opportunity to request further information regarding the 
Project via email address NTrangesproject@rpsgroup.com.au. A summary of forum 
attendances, the points raised and responses is included in Annex I. 

Defence’s consultation activities continue. A number of the invitations for personal briefings 
await response. The COVID-19 pandemic may continue to restrict travel. Should this turn 
out to be the case, any remaining briefings will be conducted by videoconferencing or 
telephone. The outcomes/status of these can be advised at the Hearing. 

Defence has not been made aware of any objections to the proposed works at any of the four 
Training Area locations. 

 
 
M. J. GALTON, DSC 
Brigadier 

July 2021 

Annexes: 
A. Newspaper advertisement and list of Media Outlets (publication) 
B. Project Brochure and Distribution Zone - Letterbox Drops around Robertson Barracks 
C. Copy of Facebook Post on Knuckey Lagoon Resident’s Community Page 
D. Project Brochure and Contact Area around Kangaroo Flats Training Area 
E. Summary of Key Stakeholder Communications 
F. Example of Letter of Invitation sent to Key Stakeholders 
G. Summary of Community Information Forums and Attendance 
H. Community Information Forums Supporting Resources 
I. Summary of Key Questions / Issues Raised during Community Information Forums 
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COPY OF NEWSPAPER ADVERTISEMENT 
 

 

 

 
Notice in the NT News (repeated in all publications for all project training areas)
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PROJECT BROCHURE AND DISTRIBUTION ZONE 
- LETTERBOX DROPS AROUND ROBERTSON BARRACKS 
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LETTERBOX DROP DISTRIBUTION AROUND ROBERTSON BARRACKS 
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COPY OF FACEBOOK POST ON KNUCKEY LAGOON  
RESIDENT’S COMMUNITY PAGE - 13 MAY 2021 
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PROJECT BROCHURE AND CONTACT AREA AROUND  

KANGAROO FLATS TRAINING AREA 
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CONTACT AREA (VIA TELEPHONE / EMAIL DISTRIBUTION) -  
RESIDENTS CLOSE TO THE KANGAROO FLATS TRAINING AREA 
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COMMUNITY INFORMATION FORUMS SUPPORTING RESOURCES 
- FEATHERBOARDS AND BROCHURE 

 

 
Figure H1 – Project Overview Featherboard 
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Figure H2 – Robertson Barracks Close Training Area Featherboard 
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Figure H3 – Robertson Barracks Close Training Area Featherboard 
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Figure H4 – Kangaroo Flats Training Area Featherboard 
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Figure H5 – Kangaroo Flats Training Area Featherboard 
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Figure H6 – Mount Bundey Training Area Featherboard 
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Figure H7 – Mount Bundey Training Area Featherboard 
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Figure H8 – Bradshaw Field Training Area Featherboard 

United States Force Posture Initiatives Northern Territory Training Areas and Ranges Upgrades
Submission 1 - Supplementary Submission



H-9 
 

  

 
Figure H9 – Bradshaw Field Training Area Featherboard 
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Figure H10 – Project Brochure 
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Figure H11 – Project Brochure 
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