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Government funding for CSIRO 
Source: Science, Research and Innovation budget tables  

The 2025-26 Science, Research and Innovation (SRI) Budget tables indicate Commonwealth 
appropriation funding for the Commonwealth Scientific and Industrial Research Organisation 
(CSIRO) of approximately $983 million in 2025-26, compared with $916 million in 2024-25.  

Appropriation funding has increased by roughly 1.3% per year over the past 15 years, while 
inflation has averaged around 2.7% per year over the same period. This means that CSIRO’s 
funding has declined in real terms, despite nominal increases in the budget. 

These trends are outlined in the Australian Government investment in CSIRO table on page 
2. In this table 2024-25 is estimated actual and 2025-26 is the budget estimate. 

 

Graph: Australian government funding for CSIRO in current prices and inflation adjusted (2022-
23 prices). Source:  Science, Research and Innovation budget tables, large Government R&D 
programs and activities valued at over $100m in 2025-26.  

Note 2024-2025 and 2025-2026 are forecasted figures. Science, research and innovation (SRI) 
budget tables | Department of Industry Science and Resources 

 

https://www.industry.gov.au/publications/science-research-and-innovation-sri-budget-tables
https://www.industry.gov.au/publications/science-research-and-innovation-sri-budget-tables#download-the-202526-sri-budget-tables
https://www.industry.gov.au/publications/science-research-and-innovation-sri-budget-tables#download-the-202526-sri-budget-tables


 

 

 



Total government investment in R&D 

Source: Science, Research and Innovation budget tables  

The below graph shows total Australian government investment in R&D in current prices and 
adjusted for inflations (2022-23 dollars). Total government investment includes the R&D Tax 
Incentive.  

Graph: Total Australian government investment in Research and Development (R&D), 2000-01 
to 2024-25 ($m inflation adjusted, 2022-23 dollars). Note 2024-2025 and 2025-2026 are 
forecasted figures. Source: Science, Research and Innovation budget tables Science, research 
and innovation (SRI) budget tables | Department of Industry Science and Resources 

  

https://www.industry.gov.au/publications/science-research-and-innovation-sri-budget-tables
https://www.industry.gov.au/publications/science-research-and-innovation-sri-budget-tables#download-the-202526-sri-budget-tables
https://www.industry.gov.au/publications/science-research-and-innovation-sri-budget-tables#download-the-202526-sri-budget-tables


Australian government budget allocations for R&D 
Sources: Science, Research and Innovation budget tables, OECD Main Science and Technology 
Indicators 

The below graph shows Government Budget Allocations for R&D (GBARD) as a percentage of 
GDP, compared to the OECD average. GBARD includes R&D expenditure from departmental 
funds and R&D support from administered funds. This expenditure is spread across 
government, business and higher education sectors depending on where the R&D activity takes 
place. It does not include tax incentives. It shows a sustained decline in Australian Government 
budget allocations for R&D (GBARD) as a percentage of GDP over the past decade. 

Graph: Government budget allocations for R&D compared to the OECD average. Australian data 
for 2023 onwards are forecasted. Sources: OECD Main Science and Technology Indicators, 
Department of Industry, Science and Resources (DISR), Science, research and innovation (SRI) 
budget tables 2024–25,  
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