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The protection of workers is a critical imperative for waste management companies. This
responsibility also extends to public safety. Initiatives that will mitigate risk in the waste
and recycling industry include;

The pursuit of high safety standards must extend beyond the boundaries of the waste
and recycling industry. Waste generators also have a role to play. For example, toxic
products such as aerosol cans have caused injury to workers when processed at waste
management facilities. This problem can be mitigated via shared liability, where both waste

processors and generators are responsible for the hazards created in waste streams.

In Australia, asbestos poses a unique and lingering challenge. Based on existing evidence,
it is predicted up to 25,000 Australians will die from mesothelioma over the next 40 years.®
Some of these deaths will be in the waste industry. Therefore, it is essential that asbestos
be managed in a manner which minimises health risks, and ensures that recyclable
material is not contaminated.

Stockpiling combustible material creates a fire risk, threatening public safety. Further, fires
often result in extensive environmental damage. Therefore, it is critical that regulatory
and licensing regimes actively discourage the long-term stockpiling of wastes, especially
if they are combustible. Mass balance reporting and upfront levy liabilities can help to
reduce unnecessary stockpiling.

6 National Asbestos Safety and Eradication Agency.
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The Australian waste industry (primarily landfill) has been subject to a number of carbon
tax schemes. These include the Carbon Pollution Reduction Scheme (2010) and the
Clean Energy Futures Package (2013).

Currently, landfill gas and resource recovery activities are one of the largest contributors
to the Emissions Reduction Fund,® Australia’s leading national climate change program.
Over the last two decades, Australia’s waste and resource recovery industry has reduced
its overall greenhouse gas emissions, despite substantial growth in waste volumes.

Between 1990 and 2008, net emissions from the waste sector declined by 20%. The
waste sector’s contribution to Australia’s total greenhouse inventory has also declined,
from 4.3% in 1990 to 2.6% in 2008.2 This progress makes the industry one of a very small
number to achieve a lasting ‘decoupling’ between greenhouse emissions and economic
growth.

The Emissions Reduction Funds (ERF) was created out of the former Carbon Farming
Initiative. The design of the ERF was outlined in the Emissions Reduction Fund White
Paper, released in April 2014.

The scheme has now been operating for more than two years. ERF regulators undertake
quarterly auctions, in which the government purchases carbon abatement, in a similar
manner to the Commonwealth water buyback scheme. The objective of the ERF is to help
achieve Australia’s 2020 emissions reduction target of 5% below 2000 levels by 2020.
The Government has provided $2.55 billion to establish the ERF, with further funding to
be considered in future budgets.

13 The Emissions Reduction Fund Project Register
14 Department of Climate Change and Energy Efficiency, National Greenhouse Gas Inventory, May 2010.










































