Inquiry into the implications of severe weather events on the national regional, rural, and remote road network
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OFFICIAL

Attachment 1 — Whole of community impacts

* Business owners unable to relocate
stock, therefore loss of income

* Impacts to farm profitability
* Impacts to markets/trading

* Gosts of being in business increases,
shrinking margins

* Uninsurable assets
* Stock losses

certain types of vehicles

* Safety issues arise, such as long
grass caused by increased rain,
resulting in poor visibility and site line
issues.

* Service standards are not met,

resulting in lower speeds due to poor
roads.

* Impacts to essential service delivery
such as waste services.

‘ ROADACCESS
* Roads become only suitable for

* Impacted communities less resilient to
subsequent impacts/emergencies, in
particular vulnerable community
members

* Farmers depleted due fo loss of
income and inability to transport
harvested crops

* People leave area due to prevalence
of emergencies

* Uninsurable assets lead to decrease
in population

AGRICULTURE
INDUSTRY
RESILIENCE

* Bridge/culver construction needs to
allow for higher river surges

* Funding shifts for emergency relief
into preventing emergencies

* Funding streams needed to implement
improvement actions

* Legislate all future infrastructure and
asset planning must consider climate
impacts

* Use of Indigenous knowledge for
disaster risk mitigation

* Inequity in access for community
* Isolation of parts of the community

* Disconnection of towns from rural
areas

* Inability to provide supplies, services
and assistance to those impacted

* Loss of business in the region

* Impacts to mental health of
community members impacted

ROAD
USABILITY

* DRFA - betterment not taking place

* Maintenance issues leading to greater
infrastructure impacts

* Erosion of roadsides undermines the
integrity of roads and bridges

* Impaired road assets have a shorter
useful life

* Resilience requirements changing —
susceptible assets

INFRASTRUCTURE
RESILLIENCE
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* Ability to access services, work,
school, events and family/friends

* Prevents implementation of capital
works for social infrastructure due to
funds being redirected for road works
* Anxiety about future
disaster/emergency events occurring
* Health impacts

* Anxiety to travel due to unpredictable
road conditions

* Reduced water quality
* Impacts to species diversity

*Animal welfare issues such as displaced stock,
agribusiness unable to move stock, wildlife
fatalities and stock losses

* Erosion of roads and riverbanks and knack on
affects to other infrastructure

OFFICIAL
* Unintended policy impacts - shutting down
timber industry locally means massive transport

distances and environmental impacts moved to
areas with less environmental control

* Cultural heritage impacts

* Road debris and sediment run off
* Damage to National Parks

and State Forests

* No access for flood and household ENVIRONMENTAL
waste disposal services HEALTH

* Contaminated drinking water —

* Balance community need/expectation with
financial ability to deliver
* Limited funds will mean a very long time to
restore just using Council funds
* Gradual reduction of funding available for

RATE CAPPING maintaining and renewing roads that leads to
road failure earlier than expected life
* Lack of funding for researching new products or
enhancing road network
* Reductions in levels of service and number of
services to community into the future — Fiscal
sustainability

* Potential increase in insurance
premiums for business and residents

* Loss of income to business and
wages due to no access

* Supply chain impacts
*Visitor economy impacts
* Productivity losses

* Damage to reputation (business and
Shire)

* Increased frequency and severity of
emergencies

* Limiting access for emergency services to
respond

* Drownings with roads washed away and public
in flood waters

* Ability of communities to evacuate in emergency
situations

* Isolated and vulnerable communities at further
disadvantage during emergencies

impact to humans and animals
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ADVOCACY PRIORITY
Increased Funding for Roads in Murrindindi Shire

What is needed?

Increased Funding for Roads  $100 million to modernise Council’s Road Network over the next 10
in Murrindindi Shire years, including

Our recent Road Trauma Study « Sealing intersections where they meet with Arterial roads, Link

2022 identified a number of roads and Collector roads.

alarming statistics regarding the « Sealing upgrades for all Link and Collector roads, as well as urban
safety of roads in Murrindindi access roads

Shire. « Realignment of all Y intersections remaining within Council’s road
Around 30% of our road network network

is preducte to be in Poor

« Proactive road safety programs, based on RSA’s completed and
condition at some point during priority lists

the next 10 years.

Introduction

Murrindindi Shire Council maintains 1210 km of roads, with approximately 490 km of sealed road and 720 km of
unsealed road.

Roads provide vital transportation services for our residents and our visitors. Roads allow people to access
essential services and businesses, and allow visitors to explore everything that Murrindindi Shire has to offer.

Accessible roads are vital for the health and wellbeing of our community and are critical during emergencies.

Background

This year we conducted a Road Trauma Study, together with Strathbogie Shire Council, which identified a number
of alarming statistics regarding the safety of roads in Murrindindi Shire.

Sadly, the Study found that from 2010 — 2019, Murrindindi Shire had the highest number of road fatalities (49
deaths), which is significantly more than any other small rural shire in Victoria. Indigo Shire has the second highest
number of road fatalities, with 29 deaths during the same period.

Murrindindi Shire also had the highest number of crashes (1068) during this period — almost double the number of
crashes than that of Mansfield Shire, who had the second highest number of crashes (569). Of the 1069 crashes in
our Shire:

« 55% of vehicle and 70% of motorcycle crashes occurred on Local Roads
«  92% of crashes occurred in rural areas
« 38% of vehicle and 55% of motorcycle crashes occurred on Local Unsealed Roads

Additionally, results from the Local Government Customer Satisfaction Survey indicate that ‘Roads’ are the worst
performing measure for customer satisfaction in Murrindindi Shire. Around 30% of our road network is predicted to
be in Poor condition at some point during the next 10 years.

Over the next 10 years, Council expects to spend $77.1 million on maintenance of roads, $61.49 million on renewal
of roads and $53.9 million on upgrade expansion and acquisition of new assets. Required asset renewal works,
that cannot be funded, have the potential to pose a financial burden and reduce the standard of services we
provide in the future.

We are spending more on maintenance than we should be, due to unsealed roads that have high maintenance
needs. Sealing our roads will reduce our maintenance costs and allow funds to be used for other needs.
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The Opportunity

We are seeking $100 million from the Victorian and Commonwealth Government to support the modernisation of
our road network over the next 10 years.

Modernisation will include:

« Sealing intersections where they meet with Arterial roads, Link roads and Collector roads.

« Sealing upgrades for all Link and Collector roads, as well as urban access roads which may remain currently
unsealed

« Realignment of all Y intersections remaining within Council’s road network, starting with high priority roads
based on hierarchy and traffic counts

« Proactive road safety programs, based on RSA's completed and priority lists
We anticipate these works will cost Council approximately $200 million to complete.

4.2 Total crashes over 10 years within small rural shires
Figure 14: Number of crashes within small rural shires
Crashes in Small Rural Shires (2010 - 2019)
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4.4 Total fatalities over 10 years within small rural shires
Figure 16: Total fatalites within small rural shires
Small Rural Shires - Fatalities (2010 - 2019)
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