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Lake, Hacksaw Ridge, Lion, Love My Way, Wentworth, Devil’s Playground, Deadline 
Gallipoli, Fight Season, Mr Inbetween, Picnic at Hanging Rock, Secret City and 
Tangle. 
 
Given Foxtel has argued for complete deregulation, we are concerned that any 
reduction in the level of obligation will result in a redirection of investment away 
from Australian drama. The fact that recent levels of investment are at or about the 
minimum required amount, this suggests regulation is the determining factor in that 
content being created. 
 
We bring to the Committee’s attention the Government’s current consideration of 
regulation to ensure popular streaming services are contributing to Australian 
content. This is a key regulatory setting that will help determine the future of 
Australian content.  
 
A decision on the future of the NEDE scheme should be delayed until the Government 
has determined the shape of regulation on streaming services and has moved to 
implement that regulation. This will ensure a holistic policy decision can be made and 
will help avoid a contractionary impact on the local industry. 
 
At that point, the NEDE scheme should be thoroughly reviewed, with consideration 
given to whether it should be extended to cover other genres of Australian 
programming which are vulnerable to market failure. 
 
We are also concerned that the Bill proposes to cancel the existing requirement to 
make-up any shortfall in expenditure that occurred before 1 July 2021. Given the 
generous deregulation included in the Bill, this seems excessive, and all previous 
regulatory obligations should be required to be honoured. 
 
Thank you again for the opportunity to provide a submission. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
 
Stephen Murphy 
President, ASSG 
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