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REPORT

Ir troduction

1. On 7 November 1988, the President of the Senate (Senator
the Honourable Kerry Sibraa) reported to the Senate that
the Leader of the Opposition in the Senate (Senator the
Honourable F. M. Chaney) had raised with him, in accordance
with the Parliamentary Privilege Resolutions agreed to by
the Senate on 25 February 1988, a matter of privilege. The
President, having taken into account the criteria set out
in the Privilege Resolutions (Resolution 4), determined
that a motion relating to the matter raised by Senator
Chaney should have precedence of other business and tabled
certain material attached to Senator Chaney’s letter (see
Appendix I).

2. Senator Chaney then gave notice that on the next day of
sitting he would move:

(1) That the following matters be referred to
the Committee of Privileges:

(a) whether false or misleading evidence
was given to Estimates Committee E in
relation to the attendance in Canberra
on 1 and 2 September 1988 of Mr R.
Robinson, Mr D. McCarthy and Mr N.
Johnson; and

(b) whether, in relation to the appearance
of those persons before the Select
Committee on the Administration of
Aboriginal Affairs, there was an
attempt to manipulate the evidence laid
before the Select Committee,

and whether a contempt of the Senate was
committed in respect of those matters.



(2) That the provisions of the resolution of 3
November 1988 referring matters to the
Committee of Privileges apply in respect of
the Committee’s inquiry into the matters
referred to in paragraph (1).

The motion was passed by the Senate on 8 November 1988.

Bi ckground
(¢.) Proceedings before Estimates Committee E

3 On 25 October 1988, Estimates Committee E considered
proposed expenditure of the Department of Aboriginal
Affairs. Senator the Honourable M. Tate, representing the
Minister for Aboriginal Affairs, was asked whether the
Department had committed any funds for any persons or
organisations to prepare or present submissions to the
Senate Select Committee on the Administration of Aboriginal
Affairs. The Minister, after consultation with the then
Secretary of the Department, Mr C. Perkins, answered ’...

to the best of the officers’ knowledge, no’. (Hansard,
p. E316)
4. On 26 October 1988, Mr Perkins was also questioned on this

matter. Senator R. Collins asked whether the Department had
paid for Mr R. Robinson, Mr D. McCarthy and Mr N. Johnson
to visit Canberra on 2 September 1988 and what was the
major purpose of their visit. Mr Perkins replied that the
major purpose of the visit was to discuss Aboriginal
sporting matters with him and confirmed that the visit was
not related primarily to giving evidence to the Senate
Select Committee. (Hansard, pp. E332-33)



(1)) Matters raised with Mr President

5 In his letter to the President, Senator Chaney stated that
the movement requisitions for the visit by Mr Robinson,
Mr McCarthy and Mr Johnson gave the reason for the visit as
"consultations with the Secretary’. However, these
Aboriginal community representatives had appeared before
the Senate Select Committee on the Administration of
Aboriginal Affairs to give evidence on 2 September 1988.

6. Senator Chaney also drew the President’s attention to
correspondence between Senator J. Coulter and the Minister
for Aboriginal Affairs. Senator Coulter had written to the
Minister on 2 November 1988 concerning the Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander Council [ATSIC] Bill and stated:

I am personally concerned that it now appears
that DAA provided funding for travel for
three prominent Queensland Aboriginal people
{Mr Johnson, Mr Robinson and Mr McCarthyl to
come to Canberra precisely at the time the
Senate Committee Inquiry into ATSIC was taking
evidence. All three were, and presumably still
are, strongly in favour of ATSIC. I know it
was said they were funded to attend a sport
meeting in Canberra. All three contacted me in
Canberra late the day before [1 September]
they appeared before the Committee, told me
they had just arrived and were going back next
afternoon at 4 pm. All the next day they were
in Parliament House. I have great difficulty
accepting the assertion they were funded to
attend a sport related meeting in Canberra. It
does not look good that someone who may be in
line to take the top job in ATSIC may have had
a hand in attempting to distort the Senate
Committee perception of the strength of
support for ATSIC.

7. Senator Chaney stated that ’‘at issue is the purpose of the
visit’ and concluded that "there must be real doubt about
whether the Estimates Committee has been told the truth in
relation to the visit of these men’. He asked the President

to give consideration to the matter as a question of

privilege.



Conduct of the Inquiry

8.

1.

The Committee of Privileges wrote to Mr Robinson,
Mr McCarthy, Mr Johnson, Mr Perkins, Mr W. Gray, Chairman,
ATSIC Task Force, and Mr R. Winroe, then Acting Secretary,
Department of Aboriginal Affairs inviting them to make a
written submission to the Committee on the matters referred
to it. The Chair also made a statement to the Senate,
inviting any other persons who wished to made a submission
on the matters raised to do so.

Mr Gray replied that he would not be making a submission to
the Committee as he was unable to make any specific
contribution to the inquiry. Submissions were received from
Mr Robinson, Mr McCarthy, Mr Johnson, Mr Perkins and the
Department of Aboriginal Affairs (see Appendix II). The
Committee also requested and received comments from Senator
Coulter and Mr D. Abbott, Secretary, Senate Select
Committee on the Administration of Aboriginal Affairs (see
Appendix III). The travel requisitions of the three
Aboriginal community representatives to visit Canberra were
supplied by the Department of Aboriginal Affairs (copies
are attached to Mr Perkins'’ submission at Attachment B).

Briefly, Messrs Robinson, McCarthy, Johnson,'and Perkins
all asserted that the Aboriginal community representatives’
visit to Canberra was totally unconnected with the hearings
of the Select Committee; that the Aboriginal community
representatives concerned did not know before arriving in
Canberra that the Select Committee was taking evidence on
the days when they were in Canberra; and that the first
that they knew of the Committee’s hearings was during a
conversation between Mr Johnson and Senator Coulter.



Senator Coulter confirmed that he had advised Mr Johnson,
and therefore the other two Aboriginal representatives, of
the meeting, although he was not able to confirm that this
was their first knowledge of the hearings. The Secretary of
the Select Committee, Mr Abbott, confirmed that he had
spoken with the three Aboriginal representatives on the
evening of 1 September, after they had been in touch with
Senator Coulter. He further indicated that, having been
asked during the meeting with them whether they could
appear before the Select Committee the next day, he told
them that he would discuss their possible appearance with
the Chairman and advise them during the course of the
hearings on 2 September whether they could appear. The
Secretary was able to make appropriate arrangements, and
they appeared in a private capacity on the afternoon of
2 September.

Conclusion

12.

Having noted the circumstances of the trip by the three
Aboriginal community representatives to Canberra, as
outlined in all the submissions before the Committee of
Privileges, the Committee has found no evidence that the
three representatives came to Canberra for purposes other
than those stated in evidence given before Estimates
Committee E on 25 and 26 October 1988.



Reoort

13. The Committee reports to the Senate that, on the evidence
available to the Committee:

(a) no false or misleading evidence was given to
Estimates Committee E in relation to the attendance
in Canberra on 1 and 2 September 1988 of Mr R.
Robinson, Mr D. McCarthy and Mr N. Johnson; and

(b) there was no attempt to manipulate the evidence
laid before the Select Committee.

It follows, therefore, that no contempt of the Senate was
committed in respect of those matters.

Patricia Giles
Chair

February 1989
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SENATE SELECT COMMITTEE ON
THE ADMINISTRATION OF
ABORIGINAL AFFAIRS

Matter of Privilege

The PRESIDENT—On Friday last,
4 November 1988, Senator Chaney, in ac-
cordance with the procedures laid down by
the Senate on 25 February 1988, raised with
me a matter of privilege. The matter raised
by Senator Chaney involves the questions of
whether false evidence ‘was given to Esti-
. mates Committee C in connection with the
appearance of certain persons before the Se-
lect Committee on the Administration of
Aboriginal Affairs, and whether there was
an attempt to slant the evidence placed be-
fore the Select Committee.

Under the resolutions of the Senate I am
required to determine whether a motion re-
lating to the matter should have precedence
over other business, having regard to certain
criteria. The criteria refer to the principle
that the Senate’s powers should be used only
where necessary to provide reasonable pro-
tection for the Senate and its committees
and Senators against improper acts tending
substantially to obstruct them, and to the
existence of any other remedy. The giving of
false or misleading evidence before a Senate
committee is declared by the resolutions of
the Senate to be a contempt.

I believe that the matter raised by Senate
Chaney, if the facts are found as Senator
Chaney suggests, is capable of being regarded
by the Senate as a serious matter involving
potential substantial obstruction of the Sen-
ate, requiring the use of the Senate’s powers.
There does not appear to be any readily-
available other remedy. I therefore conclude
that a motion relating to the matter raised
by Senator Chaney should have precedence.
In accordance with the procedures laid down
by the Senate, Senator Chaney may now give
a notice of motion which will have prece-
dence over all other business tomorrow. Be-
cause the material attached to Senator
Chaney’s letter may be required for any in-
quiry into the matters he has raised, I table
the letter and attachments.

SENATE 7 November 1988
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My dear President,

I am writing to raise a matter of privilege in accordance with the
procedures established by the Resolution of the Senate of the
25th February 1988.

The matter I am raising was referred to by me in the Senate today
and in the Hansard of Estimates Committee E. The first relevant
reference occurs in the Hansard of Tuesday October 25 at page E316,
the second occurs in the Hansard of Wednesday October 26 at page
£332 and E333.

Also relevant is the answer to a question on notice (see attachment
A) to Estimates Committee E.

The matter concerns the payment by the Department of Aboriginal Affairs
of air fares and travelling allowances to enable people to visit
canberra on September 2nd. At issue is the purpose of the visit.

The questions asked specifically whether these persons were brought
to Canberra to prepare or present evidence to the Senate Select
-ommittee into the administration of aboriginal affairs.

‘he Estimates Committee was told on Tuesday 25 October by the Minister,
ifter consultation with Mr. Perkins, that "to the best of the officers'
:nowledge, no." (that is, that no Departmental funds had been so
committed). The Hansard extract is attachment B.

In Wednesday October 26, Senator Collins asked a further question of
lIr. Perkins on the same subject. That question and the answer
i ppear at page E332-3 and is attached as attachment C.

.n these answers the Committee was clearly told that the three people
tad been brought to Canberra for consultations with the Secretary.
tdditionally, the movement requisitions raised in Brisbane all sought
¢uthorisation to travel Brisbane/Canberra on 1 September and
(anberra/Brisbane on 3 September. The reasons given on the forms

ére "consultations with the Secretary on sports matters" (Robinson)

¢nd “consultations with the Secretary on alcohol matters” (Johnson

a1d McCarthy). Further, an answer was provided on notice (attachment A)
w1ich indicates that the Secretary had authorised the travel.

It now transpires that the information given to the Committee was
w-ong.

.2/



Senator Coulter has advised the Minister for Aboriginal Affairs
that the three men contacted him after arrival in Canberra on the
afternoon of September 1st. Senator Coulter wrote :

“I am personally concerned that it now appears that DAA
provided funding for travel for three prominent
Queensland aboriginal people to come to Canberra
precisely at the time the Senate Committee Inquiry
into ATSIC was taking evidence. A1l three were, and
presumably still are, strongly in favour of ATSIC. 1
know it was said they were funded to attend a sport
meeting in Canberra. Al1l three contacted me in Canberra
late in the day before they appeared before the Committee,
told me they had just arrived and were going back next
afternoon at 4 pm. All next day they were in Parliament
House. I have great difficulty accepting the assertion
that they were funded to attend a sport related meeting
in Canberra. It does not look good that someone who
may be in line to take the top job in ATSIC may have
had a hand in attempting to distort the Senate Committee
perception of the strength of support for ATSIC."

The next day was taken up with public hearings of the Select Committee
from 9.08 am until 4.02 pm. The three men attended in Parliament
House for most of the day, were in the gallery when others gave
evidence, gave evidence themselves from 3 pm to 4.02 pm, and were

seen in the foyer outside by members of the Committee.

There must be real doubt about whether the Estimates Committee has
been told the truth in relation to the visit of these men.
Certainly it has not been told the whole truth, and it has likely
been told lies. Since the evidence was given to a Committee of
the Senate, any untruths constitute a serious contempt and breach
of the privilege of Parliament.

There is a matter of major public interest involved in the ATSIC
enquiry. It is clear from the public evidence that there is
widespread opposition to the ATSIC proposal, much of it from
aboriginals and aboriginal communities. In these circumstances,
any attempt by officials to weight or slant the evidence being
brought before the Committee is a matter of great significance.
Any attempt to mislead the Parliament on Departmental involvement
in these matters is especially serious.

I ask that the matter I have raised be referred to the Privileges
Committee for examination.

Yours sincerely, N Ui %?- adu 7

(ool 0 L f/ 7;/

(FRED CHANEY) j

Senator the Hon. Kerry Sibraa, , /
President of the Senate, // J/
Parliament House, [
CANBERRA. ACT. 2600.




DEPARTMENT OF ABORIGINAL AFFAIRS
SENATE ESTIMATES OOMMITTEE
QUESTIONS ON NOTICE

Sen: tor Short asked:-

QUESTION F:
1. What are the normal places of residence of Mr R.

Answ2

e
.

Robinson, Mr D. McCarthy and Mr N. Johnson, each of whom
appeared before the Committee during its hearings in
Canberra on 2 September 19887

Were the fares and/or travelling expenses of any or all
of the three directly or indirectly paid, in whole or in
part, by any of the following:

(a) The Department of Aboriginal Affairs or some agency
within the Aboriginal Affairs portfolio;

(b) An agency of the Commonwealth other than an agency
of the Aboriginal Affairs portfolio;

(c) The Charleville Aboriginal Housing Company;

(d) The QEB Legal Service; or

(e) Some Aboriginal community organisation other than
the Charleville Aboriginal Housing Company or the
the QEB Legal Service?

What were the sums involved in each or any case of
funding identified in reply to Q.27

In each or any case of funding identified in reply to
Q.2, who authorised the expenditure involved?

Mr R. Robinson - Charleville
Mr D. McCarthy - Toowoomba/Brisbane
Mr N. Johnson - Brisbane

In whole by the Depﬁrtment of Aboriginal Affairs.

Fares of $446 and Travelling Allowance of $216.50 in
each case.

(a) The travel was actually authorised by Mr W.
Jacobsen, Assistant Director, Management Services,
Brisbane on the basis that approval had been given
by the Secretary and State Director.

(b) The purpose of the visit was to discuss alcohol and
sporting issues with the Secretary.

(c) The length of the visit was«dictated by the
availability of airline flights which were
difficult to arrange because of EXPO.




E316 SENATE 25 October 1988

—Senator TAMBLING—Can 1 put that
question to other officers? Have any com-
mitments been given to employment with
ATSIC?

Mr Perkins—Not to my knowledge.

Senator TAMBLING—Is anyonc aware
of any commitments that have been given to
fill any of the positions on the Board of
ATSIC, ecither the chairman or those posi-
tions that are to be filled by the Cabinet?
Have any commitments or discussions been
taken on that?

Senator TATE—Any discussions, and I do
not say that any have been held, in relation
to the possible appointment by Government
of members of the ATSIC Board are matters
for Government alone. Certainly we would
not talk about them here.

Senator TAMBLING-—There is another
question that will come up later when we
are looking at consultants and 1 will leave it
till then but the matter does have relevance
to these finances, with regard to the procure-
ment of certain people. Has the Department
committed any funds for any person or or-
ganisation to prepare or present submissions
to the Senate Select Committee on the
Administration of Aboriginal Affairs?

Mr Gray—Are you asking that of the
Department?

Senator TAMBLING —Yes. Has the De-
partment committed any funds for any per-
sOn Or organisation to preparc or present
submissions to the Scnate Select Committee
on Aboriginal administration?

Mr Gray—You are asking that of the
Department?

Senator TAMBLING—Of the Depart-
ment. Has the Department committed any
funds?

Senator TATE—The present committee
into the administration of Aboriginal
Affairs—to the best of the officers’ knowl-
edge, no.

Short adjournmeat

Senator TAMBLING—Mr Chairman, 1
wish to pursue my questions with regard to
ATSIC and refer to a question that 1 asked
of Senator Tate in the Senate last week
concerning the engagement of people to pre-
pare various maps that have been distributed

Estimates Committee E

showing the zones and regions proposed for
ATSIC. The Minister replied in answer, that
the map referred to was drawn up by a
professional firm of graphic artists. My first
question is why a firm of graphic artists was
used in the preparation of that map and not
cither the Department of Administrative
Services survey unit or a professional firm of
cartographers?

CHAIRMAN-—Would you like to put us
in the picture?.

Mr Gray—The map to which you refer,
as you can see, is a composite of all of the
regions. Some 60 regions were identified as
precisely as we were able to do. That partic-
ular map—the original, if you like—was done
within the ATSIC task force. It was the
original map on which lines were drawn fol-
lowing various consultations over a period of
time. The boundaries were given to the task
force by the regional and State offices of the
Department of Aboriginal Affairs and on
that basis the boundaries were identified on
a large map of Australia. That then served
to be the base upon which that particular
map was printed. We sought the assistance
of professional graphic artists to print that
map in such a way that we could then cir-
culate it and identify as precisely as we could
on that scale what we believed to be the
boundaries. 1 should point out to you that
that does not constitute a final position in
relation to boundaries. Boundaries, under the
legislation, will have to be gazetted and in
that particular process we will be secking
again very precise identification of the
boundaries of each of the regions that are
identified on that particular map, or, indeed,
of such other areas as might be identified
and with which the Minister may finally
agree following further discussion and circu-
lation of that map.

Senator TAMBLING—Would you accept
that the production of this map to a certain
scale has the potential for causing consider-
able heartache and concern to various Abo-
riginal communities where errors may have
occurred in the preparation of the map? For
example, during the brief recess, I was able
to show you two maps of the Northern Ter-
ritory. On onec the scale is superimposed
across the tribal areas map and there appears
to be no commonsense or logic. On the sec-
ond it is superimposed across the top of the




Estimates Committee E

pastoral leases of the Northern Territory and
though there does appear to be a form of
logic, the boundaries to scale are in some
places 60 to 100 kilometres out. I am cer-
tainly aware—I do not know whether Sena-
tor Collins is—that in the Northern Territory
the distribution of this coloured map is cur-
rently causing concern because of the
discrepancies.

Mr Gray—Firstly, if they are, we have
not yet been made aware of those—I will
say that. Secondly, I think that it was the
best attempt to try to identify those bound-
aries which emerged from consultations
around Australia. To the extent that that
may be not wholly accurate or may not
reflect precisely what some particular groups
thought that they wanted by way of bound-
aries, I guess that is the risk one takes in
trying to circulate a map of that scale and
trying to identify where we thought and have
understood the boundaries to be located. The
other thing 1 would say to you is that when
you say there is no logic or commonsense
when superimposed over a tribal map of
Australia, it was never intended that there
bc some sort of coincidence between the
regions and tribal areas as they have been
identified from time to time on various maps.

The consultations were very much in the
hands of the Aboriginal people as to where
they felt, for whatever reason, boundaries
ought to be established. There is no common
- thread or common basis upon which that
decision was taken. The boundaries, there-
fore, do not attempt or do not allege to be
some sort of replica of tribal affiliations, cer-
emonial affiliations or whatever. The Aborig-
inal people themselves, or at least those who
were able to consult and did consult, both
with the Minister and with officers of the
Department in follow-up mectings, sought to
identify boundaries based on whatever rea-
son they thought appropriate, and that is
what those lines attempt to describe.

Senator TAMBLING—Could those rea-
sons have included political reasons of polit-
ical advantage in the determination of zones
or regions?

Mr Gray—I do not know if it was for
political advantage. I would certainly say—
and it is on the public record—that there
was a concern, particularly by what might

25 October 1988 SENATE E317

be described as rural or traditional groups,
when it came to being included in regions
comprising a metropolitan or urban group.
There was always, at least in my experience
during those consultations, the desire on the
part of the traditional or rural or bush people,
to be excluded from regions that included
metropolitan areas.

Senator TAMBLING—Given that the
zones and regions vary considerably in both
population and geographic size, was there no
consideration given to the principles of the
Government relating to one vote, one value,
or to community of interest.

Mr Gray—Again, I believe that the Min-
ister sought to try to accommodate what he
understood to be and what we have under-
stood to be the preferences of the Aboriginal
people with whom we consulted. I appreci-

.ate that there arc the principles that you

have identified but again it is a question of
weighing up those principles against what
the Aboriginal people saw and articulated as
being their preference.

Senator TAMBLING—Would you see the
same argument applying to the recent prin-
ciples that were applied to the Government’s
referendum proposals——

Senator TATE—That referred to the elec-
tion of legislators. As I understand it the
ATSIC machinery is for the clection of
people to administer moneys and programs
on behalf of the Aboriginal people. I think
there is a difference.

Senator TAMBLING—Referring to some
of the questions that I have put on notice,
onec talks about the public relations cam-
paign and in the answer there is reference to
a report that has been prepared by Dr Mur-
ray Goot, as a consultant, to study and re-
port on the outcomes of various polls and
surveys that have been undertaken by out-
side organisations. Can a copy of that report
be made available to this Committee?

Senator TATE—I will have to ask the
Minister whether he is prepared to do that.

Senator TAMBLING —With regard to the
various expenditure that is proposed under
this subprogram 2.3, public awareness vote,
for the promotion of ATSIC, I notice that
there is the provision of some $718,000 as
the cost of consultation and conferences held
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Mr M. Pope, Assistant General Man-
ager, Strategic Planning and Review

Mr M. Stewart, Assistant General Man-
ager, Commissioner Liaison
Mr C. Kay, Manager, Finance Branch

Mr R. Powell, Financial Accountant,
Finance Branch

Mr G. Freebody, Financial Adviser

Miss J. Donnelly, Assistant Manager,
Finance Operations

Mrs L. Hall, Systems Design Accountant

Mr R. Callanan, Manager, Commercial
Programs Monitoring and Support

Mr L. Sadlo, Manager, Business Devel-
opment and Land

Mr P. Kauffman, Manager, Housing
Loans

Mr P. Fitzwarryne, Manager, Corporate
Planning and Program Evaluation
Mr M. O'Ryan, Manager, Personnel
Management
Department of Finance—
Dr W. Jarvie, Chief Finance Officer
Mr Q. Perks, Senior Finance Officer
Ms H. McLaren, Finance Officer

CHAIRMAN-—T1 declare open this session
of Estimates Committee E and I welcome
again the Minister for Justice, Senator Tate,
representing the Minister for Aboriginal
Affairs, and the officers of the Department
of Aboriginal Affairs.

Senator TAMBLING—I want to clarify a
couple of points from yesterday before we
start.

Senator COLLINS—I have a question to
ask which also concerns clarification of some
points that were raised yesterday.

CHAIRMAN-—Please ask your question,

can make a statement.

Senator Collins, and then Senator Tamblin1

Senator COLLINS—You simply want to

make a statement, do you not?

Senator TAMBLING—No. [ have a series
of questions that 1 need to ask to clarify
some statements which were made late yes-
terday. They relate to Mr Perkins's travel
and Tranby.

Estimates Commitiee E

Senator COLLINS—I have a question for
Mr Perkins which relates to some informa-
tion that he gave the Committee yesterday
responding to a question from, I think, Sen-
ator Tambling, but it may have been from
Senator Short. I will have to paraphrase it.
The question was: In broad terms, did the
Department of Aboriginal Affairs pay the
expenses of any witnesses who appearedbe-
fore the Senate Sclect Committee on the
Administration of Aboriginal Affairs? The
answer to that question was no. The reason
I want to ask Mr Perkins the question is
that I am a member of that Committee and
there were three witnesses, Mr Ray Robin-
son, Darby McCarthy--I think his correct
name is Richard McCarthy—and Norman
Johnson, who appeared before our Commit-
tee in Canberra. This may well be where the
nfusion lies.

The reason I raise the question is this: I
spoke to Mr Robinson about the evidence
that he gave to the Committee because I was
curious as to why these three witnesses had
appeared before us in Canberra when the
Committee was going to Queensland. In fact,
it is in Queensland at this moment. I actually
said to ‘Sugar’' Ray Robinson that I was
curious about why they had actually come
to Canberra and were giving evidence before
the Committee when they knew the Com-
mittec was to go to Queensland and we

; could have taken evidence from them there.
He did tell me, although there was not time
to go into it in detail, that they had come to
Canberra not for that reason but that they
had simply taken the opportunity to appear
before the Committee while they were there.
What 1 want to ask the Secretary to the
Department is this: Were the expenses of the
\thrcc people that I have named paid for by
'the Department, and what was the major
{purpose of their visit to Canberra on that
;occasion?

Mr Perkins—The major purpose was
sport. Mr Darby McCarthy is employed by
us to help us organise a number of things,
one of which is sport, in that area but par-
ticularly the forthcoming 12 November na-
tional sports awards night in Brisbanc. We
were very concerned about that, and that
was one of the things. The same applies to
Mr Norm Johnson, who is an officer in the
Department. He is coordinating that. Mr Ro-




Estimctes Committee E

binson is chairman of the southern Queens-
land / boriginal and Islander sports and
recreat on group. We just wanted to try to
clarify those matters and matters relating to
sport jenerally because we do have some
difficul ics there in the distribution of funds.
Some [ cople say they are not getting enough
and otl ers say they should spend it on other
things ipart from sport. So we just wanted
to wor . that out with them. The main rea-
son wa; really the first one, which was the
12 Noyember sports night.

We “ave a problem in Brisbane trying to
get an oval. We have been trying for two
years t) get Sandgate Oval but every time
we get an oval or anybody thinks we are
getting an oval, we have a petition taken up
against us. We had a big petition taken up
against us by the residents at Sandgate—not
all of t ie residents but a fair few of them—
S0 we 1 'ere not able to get that oval, and we
tried tc renegotiate it. What we are trying to
get is a1 oval—I am not really familiar with
Brisban :—on the south side of Brisbane, right
near th: river. We are trying to get that one
and a licensed club there but we do not
think we will be successful in that either. So
we are ;till striving to get a piece of ground
somewl ere where we can build a football
oval an i, hopefully, a small grandstand and
clubroc n, mainly ablution blocks and chang-
ing roo ns. We are trying to do that; we are
trying t> do that in every capital city, so we
do brin ; people over who can try to help us
on that We were successful in Melbourne,
we wer : successful in Adelaide, but we are
not suc :essful anywhere else. We are trying
to do tiat in Sydney and Brisbane because
they ha re the biggest populations.

Senaior COLLINS—So you can confirm
Mr Rot inson’s advice to me that the primary
reason or being in Canberra at that time
had to do with consultations with you on
sporting matters and was not related primar-
ily to g ving evidence to the ATSIC Select
Commit:ee?

Mr P :rkins—Consultations on sport.

Senatrr TAMBLING—My question to
clarify thing with Mr Perkins is this: Yester-
day, in an answer to a question about his
persona travel, he said—it is reported in
today’s nedia—that in the last 10 years he
had tak n only one week’s holiday and three

26 October 1988 SENATE E333

days' sick leave. I ask whether that is con-
sistent with the personnel records of the
Department. What leave under the Public
Service arrangements has Mr Perkins for-
gone in the last 10 years?

Mr Perkins—I will have to take that on
notice. I said that as a general statement. |
am sorry if it is a day or two out or a week
or two out here and there. I was trying to
make the point, basically, that I did not take
much leave at all——

Senator TAMBLING—I would like to
know how accurate you were. You said that
you had one week’s holiday and three days’
sick leave in 10 years, when you would,
obviously, be entitled in that period to 50 or
60 weeks’ leave. How accurate would your
statement be?

Mr. Perkins—I will be able to get that for
you, exactly, later on. But [ am due for six
months’ sick leave on full pay at the mo-
ment, so I understand, and about a year’s
sick leave on half pay because I have never
taken any. I have been in the Service 20
years.

Senator TAMBLING —That is normal sick
leave. I am interested also in the recreation
and annual leave.

Mr Perkins—Yes, and the same there too,
but not as much, of course.

Senator TAMBLING—I would like to
know any that has been forgone in that
period under the normal Public Service
arrangements.

Mr Perkins—I will find that out for you.

Senator SHORT—Mr Perkins, my ques-
tion is supplementary, I think, to Senator Mr
Tambling’s. Were you formally on recrea-
tionleave from mid-December 1987 to 28
January 1988—a period of six weeks?

Mr Perkins—Yes, I started formally on
recreation leave then.

Senator SHORT—So you had six weeks’
recreation leave——

Mr Perkins—No, I did not really. It was
interrupted because I had to come back to
Canberra on about three occasions.

Senator SHORT—Was your Deputy Sec-
retary acting in your place at that time?

Mr Perkins—Yes.

=3
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2 Ncvember 1988

The Honourable Mr Gerry Hand
Minister for Aboriginal Affairs
Parliament House

CANEERRA ACT 2600

Dear Gerry

The confluence of a number of matters in the past several weeks is
making it unwise for the ATSIC Bill to be debated before the Senate
Comrittee has reported in February. It is now my opinion that that
is ¢« view shared by all members of the Senate Committee. I now
believe it would be politically unwise for the Government to be
seen to be pushing ahead with the legislation at this time and
befcre some of these matters have been resolved or at least allowed
to c¢ool somewhat.

I hive not changed in my support for the general thrust of the
legislation. "It may have an easier and quicker passage in February
thar November. If we attempt to proceed on 22 November the
remalinder of the session could well be given over entirely to the
ATSI. debate without a vote being taken.

As explained to you earlier, the Democrats have argued for as much
time for review of the Bill by Aboriginal and Islander people as
possible and for a full Senate debate of all the issues that they
may raise or which impinge on them in any way as a result of this
legiilation., For these reasons we have said we would not support a
guillotine on this Bill.

Let e ocutline some of these matters:

1. It is widely and strongly asserted in the Aboriginal
Community that you have offered the position of Chairman
of ATSIC to Mr Perkins. Several groups have expressed
opposition to this possibility. Mr Perkin's probity has
now been questioned as a result of questions and
revelations before the Estimates Committee and elsewhere.



//// 1 am personally concerned that it now appears that DAA
provided funding for travel for three prominent Queensland
Aboriginal people to come to Canberra precisely at the
time the Senate Committee Inquiry ipto ATSIC was taking
evidence., All three were, and presumably still are,
strongly in favour of ATSIC. I know it was said they were
funded to attend a sport meeting in Canberra. All three
contacted me in Canberra late the day before they appeared
before the Committee, told me they had just arrived and
were going back next afternoon at 4 pm. All next day they
were in Parliament House. I have great difficulty
accepting the assertion they were funded to attend a sport
related meeting in Canberra. It does not look good that
someone who may be in line to take the top job in ATSIC

may have had a hand in attempting to distort the Senate
Committee perception of the strength of support for ATSIQ;////

2. I understand you have communicated with over 900
Aboriginal and Islander groups since the Bill became
available and have sent copies of the Bill, explanatory
memorandum and second reading speech. The Committee has
sent letters to a similar large number. I have personally
communicated the proposed timetable for ATSIC and sought
comments from over 600 such groups. There 1is no doubt
that there must now have been reasonably wide availability
of information on ATSIC including copies of the Bill. The
overwhelming content of the response so far has been to
request more time. Some, who earlier would have been
included with those supporting ATSIC, have now expressed
opposition on grounds which can probably be resolved. I
believe you have received a letter from the Anmatjara

Tribe for example.

More time will not resolve all the opposition; it will
remove, however, the force of any accusation that
insufficient time was allowed for those who are seeking
legal advice with a view to making a considered and
detailed response. The ICC is one such group.

On »alance I believe it would be best to allow the Senate Committee
to »ring in an interim recommendation that the Bill not be debated
unt 1 after the Committee has reported.

You may wish to meet to further discuss this proposal.

Youirs faithfully

/01\/»\,.
(g;;;tor John Coulter
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12th D¢ cember, 1988.

Miss Arne Lynch,

Secret.ry,

Senate Privileges Committee,
Parlianent House,

CANBER\A. A.C.T, 2600,

Dear M .ss Lynch,

In ansver tQ your letter to me regarding my travel to Canberra, on lst
and 2nl September, 1988.

I am ftate Chairman of the Aboriginal Legal Services in Queensland also
South Queensland Representative on the Nation Sporting Council. I
attend:d a meeting in Canberra on that date to speak to the Secretary
of the Department of Aboriginal Affairs Mr Charles Perkins 1in regards
to the¢ Sports Awards night to be held in Brisbane on 12th November,
1988.

On owl arrival in Canberra which was about 5.30 p.m. in the Company
of Dairby McCarthy and Norman Johnson. Norman Johnson contacted John
Coultes who informed him that the Senate Committee was sitting and taking
evidenze on A.T.S.I.C. proposal and any concerns Aboriginal people or

Aboriginal Organisations may have in this regard.

I ther spoke briefly to Mr Coulter regarding a community meeting held
in Brisbane which he had attended. Norman Johnson then spoke to Senator
Coulter again who informed him that if we were interested to contact
Derek Abbot at Parliament House. We went to Parliament House and spoke
briefly to Mr Abbot who informed us what was taking place the next day
and siid to us if you are interested and you have time, come over

tomory ow.

The n:xt morning Darby McCarthy and myself arrived at the Department
of BAboriginal Affairs, Canberra to attend a meeting with the Secretary
in regards to the Brisbane Sports Awarxrd night, we arrived at the
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Department of Aboriginal Affairs office at about 8.30 a.m. After meeting
with Mr Perkins we then went downstairs where Daxby spoke to Bob
Huddleston in regards to alcohol programmes in Toowoomba. Because we
could n>t get a flight until later on that night we went across to
Parliameént House, we arrived there bhetween 10.15 a.m. and 10.30 a.m.
Norman Johnson met us at Parliament House after talking to a number
of Depirtment of Aboriginal Affairs Officers, there Derek Abbot
approacted the three (3) of us and asked if we would want to give
evidence to the Senate Inguiry Committee, we said that we would and

we did.

End of { tatement.

“"Ray Rob..nson



Anne Lynch,

Secretary,

Senate Committee of Privileges,
Parlieament House,

CANBERRA., ACT. 2600

Dear Ms., Lynch,

In relation to your letter of 10th November, 19088,
T would JustL like Lo clarify my visit to Canberrs on lst and
21 d Scptember, 1988,

I am State Chairman of the substance Abuse in
Q eenstand, and am on a National Working Party regsrding the
Piolicy Paper, and slso at Lhat time I was Co-ordinatling the
N. tional Aboriginal Sporls Awards in Brisbane, which were
h.:1d on 12th November, 1988B.

I arrived in Canberra between 5 - 6p.m. on lst

S.ptember, 1988, with Mr. Ray Roblunson and Mr., Norman Johnson.

Owing to air line flight tlmes, we had our booking

mide for late the following afterncon.

Mr. Norman Johnson rang Senator Coulter and he advised
M:., Robinson that there wuas a Senate Meeting on the next day,

iivolving A.D.C, and also A.T.S.I,C,

Senator Coulter advised us to go and see Mr., Abbolt
a: Paliement House, becsuse of our concern of the A.T.5.I,C,
Piper. So we visited Mr. Abbott and he cunfirmed what Senator

Csulter had slrcody told us,.

On Friday 2nd September 1988, Mr. Ray Robinson and
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Senate Committee of Privileges 6rh December, 1988

myself went to the Department of Aboriginal Affairs to see
the Secretary Mr. Perkins with regards to thce Aboriginal Sports
Awards, and also the problems coucerning & Sports Oval in

Brisbane, and also the Q,E.B, Sports.

We left there and went downsteirs and spoke with Mr.

Beb Huddlestone regarding Substance Abuse,

We had finished all of our business at the Department
of Aboriginal Affsirs at 9.30 a.m,

Because of the {light times, we could not get a flight
hone that night, we then decided tu have 8 look to see what

wa 3 happening with regards to A.D.C., and A.T.S5.I.C.

When we arrived at Parliament House, they were having
saidwiches and we down and had a cup of Tea and some

sai1dwiches.

We were informed after Lunchi Ly Mr. Abbott, that we
ma r address the Scnate Committee, if we wish to. When this
oprortunity wos offcred to us, we decided that the three of
us would take this time to address A.T.S.I,C, because we firmly
be .ieve that it is s step for Aboriginal People.
I 1id not go to the Senate to give false informatiovon Lo mislead

th: Senste in any way.

R.'.. (Darby) McCARTHY
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Senate Committee of Privileges
Per¥iament House
Cenbecrna ACT 2600

Attentlon: Secretary - Ann Lynch

Re : N A Johnson ~ Canberra Visit 1 & 2 September 1988

Ovtlined below 1s my submission in response to the allegations of
"Contempt and a Breach of the Privilege of Parliament".

Te start with I fail to understand how Senator Coulter could make
ary such allegation of any fimpropriety as used by Senator Fred
Ctaney 1in his letter of 4 November 1888, to the Pragident of
Senate, when 1t was he (Senator Coulter) who first advised me that
tte Senate Committee Inquiry into ATSIC was to meet on the
2 September 1988.

Hocwevar, the reason for my travel is as follows:

&) To have discussions with Peter Windsor, DAA, Sporte Section
Director about:

9. sports  1n  general Yn Queensland, 1in particular Queensland's
sports allocation for this financial year.

i. a specific proJect that the Hopevale community had asked that I
help them with, that is for a sports club house etc.

i to put in a bid for a number of multd purpose sports complexes
for Queengland for this financial year.

b To have discussiong with Ron Moroni, the Director of the AEDP
Section about:

-

i. a committment that Palm Island will be able to commence this
financial year and associated rescources will be provided ta
support that CDEP.

5. to discuss EDC State Allocations and how these funds should be
used Tn the states.

j. to put dn & bid for Queensland's share of AEDP resources for

thie financial vyear.

Or arrdival in Canberra on Thursday 1 Septamber at about 6.00 pm, ]
wet with Mr  Robinson and Mr Mc Carthy to the Statesmans Hotel
wrere we booked in. After settling in and planning my discussion
pcints for the meetings, next day, I decided to conduct some
metters of my own business. [ am an Australian Democrat, I rang
Mr  Johr Coulter, Democrat Sanator, spokas person on Aborigina)
Affaire, about the Democrats position on ATS3IC. It was during
ttese discussions that Mr Coulter advised me of the Senate
Ccmmittesn Inquiry into ATSIC on Aboriginal Affairs Meeting that
wes to be held the next day. This was the firgt knowledge that 1
had of any such meeting.

3
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I piszged this information on to Mr Robinson who's concern about
ATS:C Legislation was such that ha immediately contacted
Par sament House to find out what the meeting was a1l about. 1

Tater went with him and Mr Mg Carthy to Parliament House to
discuss this matter further with the Secretary of the Committee,
Mr i bbott. We leftr Parliament at approximately 9.30 pm.

The reason for going to Canberra to discuss these departmenta)
matt ers, was that I was at that time the AEDP co-ordinator in
Quatnsland and as Mr Morsue the sports co-ordimator for Queencsland
was uravailable, and as | had established the structure for the
gpol ts Program in Queensland, I therefore had enough knowledge of
the program to discuss sports matters on his behalf.

The fact that both Mr Robinson and Mr Me Carthy both travelled at
the same time ag myself was that we wanted to travel together, and
bot!y rely on my advice in respect of departmental matters, 1t was
Jus® coincidence that allowed things to happen than way. They
alse had to meet with DAA Central Office staff, but on =ome
spec ifically different matters. Mr  Robinson discussed the QEB
Leg: 1 Service and other matters and Mr Mc Cartby discussed
Sub: tance Abuse matters. I seriously doubt {f Mr Perkins knew
tha: I was travelling with or at the same time as Mr Robinson and
M lie Carthy bacause approval for my travel 45 only required at
Bta e Office level.

The next morning I went to DAA in Woden with Mr Robinson and
Mr [HoCartivy, because we all had business at the same address. As
my meeting with Mr Moroni and Mr Windsor were late 1 went with
Mr cCarthy and Mr Robinson into & meeting with Mr  Perkins. This
maee ;ing commenced about 9.10 - 9.20 am and my specific point of
dis ussion was the abandonment of the proposed purchase of the
San lgate Aussie Rules Club as & multi purpose Sports Centre for
Bri:bane, the urgent need for such a facility and planned action
to ook at alternatives.

Whe the meeting finished with Mr Perkins, I went with Mr Robinson
and Mr Mc Carthy to a meeting with Mr Windsor. After this meeting
1 went by myself to have discussions with Mr Maroni. This meeting
too:« place sometime between 11.00 am and 12.00 pm. 1 then
pro:eeded to Parliament House to fimnd Mr Robinson and Mr McCarthy
to find out what arrangements thaey had made for returning to
Erishane.

] wis unaware that we would meet with the Senate Committee Inquiry

int )y ATSIC, although I was aware that Mr Robinson bad nade
app *caches in that direction. It was only on arrival at
Par lfament House was ] notified that Mr Robinson had been ¢given
appoval to address the committee. Mr Robinson said that as I had
not ving to do except to wait for a flight out, that | might as
well go with them to address the committee. This 1 agreed to.
Whe v addressing the Committee, I was speaking ag an individual of
the Aboriginal race, on matters of concern to my people. 1 can
see no problem with this as 1 was on my own time, travelling time

bet veen one work location, and my permanent work Jocation in
Brisbane.
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certainly hope that this information helps clarify all of the
points of concern that have been raised with this visit.

am willing to give "Oath" to or sign a “Statuary Declaration"
¢ bout any of the information provided +9n this or my previous
triefs on this matter.

Tonal Manager -~ Mount Iss
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SUBMISSION TO THE SENATE COMMITTEE OF PRIVILEGES

REFERENCE OF 8 NOVEMBER 1988

This submission sets out the facts relating to the Department of
Aboriginal Affairs and my own involvement in the trip of Messrs.
R Robinson, D McCarthy and N Johnson to Canberra on 1-2 September

1988.

The submission also offers comments upon the specific matters to be

considered by the Committee of Privileges.

At all relevant times I was the Secretary of the Department of

Aboriginal Affairs.

I was also Chairman of the National Aboriginal Sports and Recreation

Advisory Committee.

For many years I have taken a direct personal interest in sports

matters and alcohol related problems in Aboriginal communities.

1 firmly believe that the encouragement of sporting and recreational
activities amongst Aboriginals is an important element in the
fostering of Aboriginal advancement, as well as being one of the
most effective methods of dealing with substance abuse and, more

specifically, alcohol related problems.

Mr Robinson is a member of the National Aboriginal Sports and

Recreation Advisory Committee. He is also a member of the Aboriginal



Sports Committee for the Queensland QEB region.

Mr McCarthy has been involved in departmental sports and substance

abuse programs for some time.

Mr Johnson is an officer of the Department of Aboriginal Affairs.
He is the ADEP co-ordinator in Queensland and is also involved in

sports matters.

In the past I have had a great deal of contact with all three

individuals in relation to sports and substance abuse projects.

All three persons travelled to Canberra on 1 September and returned

to Queensland on 2 September.

The airfares and travelling allowances for all three were paid for

by the Department of Aboriginal Affairs.

All three persons contacted me early in the week cammencing

29 August and asked to come to Canberra for discussions with me on
a range of sports and related matters. I had been travelling a
great deal in the period immediately prior to this and had not

spoken to them for some time.

I agreed to them coming to Canberra for a meeting on Thursday 1

September and I planned to have discussions with them that afternoon.

The travel arrangements were organised by Mr J Wauchope, State Director
of the Department of Aboriginal Affairs in Queensland, on my instructions.

(A Statutory Declaration by Mr Wauchope is at Attachment A.)



10.

11.

12,

On 31 August I rang Mr Wauchope at home but he was not available.

I left a message to the effect that I had agreed to all three gentlemen
coming to Canberra on the following day. I asked that they be booked
on the earliest possible flight on the morning of Thursday 1 September.
It was my intention that they return to Brisbane on either Thursday

evening or on Friday morning at the latest.

Early on the morning of 1 September I contacted Mr Wauchope to

confirm the above travel arrangements.

Mr Wauchope had not yet contacted the three persons and it was clear
that they would not be able to arrive in Canberra until late that
afternoon. It was apparent, therefore, that discussions would have

to be postponed until the morning of Friday 2 November. I informed
Mr Wauchope that these discussions would be completed by late morning

on Friday and asked him to book a return flight for that time.

1 advised Mr Wauchope that the purpose of the trip was for consultations

on sports and other matters with myself and other departmental

officers.

Mr Wauchope arranged for all three persons to travel to Canberra on
the afternoon of 1 September, but was unable to arrange for a return
flight at the requested time due to heavy bookings for Expo in

Brisbane.

I was not personally informed that Mr Wauchope was unable to book

a return flight at the requested time.
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14.

15.

The primary purpose of the trip, as far as I was concerned, was to
enable the three persons to engage in consultations with myself and
other departmental officers on sports and related matters. Some of

these matters required urgent attention.

The movement requisitions for each person confirm that this was the

basis upon which travel was arranged by the Department (Attachment B)

On the morning of Friday 2 September I met with all three persons in

my office some time after 8.30am.

Discussions on a range of matters took place, including discussions
relating to the forthcoming National Aboriginal Sports Awards Night
in Brisbane, problems relating to Sandgate Oval and substance abuse

programs and personnel matters.

Messrs Robinson, McCarthy and Johnson left my office at approximately

9.20am.

I was unable to devote further time to these discussions as I had

departmental business to attend to.

I had arranged my schedule on the basis of discussions taking place
on Thursday afternoon and I was unable to rearrange my commitments
on Friday. However I was satisfied that my discussions on various

matters with the three persons concerned had been worthwhile.

It was my understanding that further discussions with other departmental

officers were to take place after they had left my office.
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16.

17.

During this meeting I was informed that all three intended to attend
the hearings of the Senate Select Committee on the Administration of

Aboriginal Affairs being held that day in Canberra.

It was my firm understanding that their appearance before the Senate
Select Committee would take place after their discussions with other

departmental officers had concluded.

I also believed, at that time, that they were due to return to
Brisbane on a late morning flight and therefore did not attach any

importance to their attendance at the Committee hearings.
I was not aware that they intended to give evidence to the Committee.

I have no direct knowledge of their movements after leaving my office
but I have been informed that discussions with other departmental

officers did take place.

aAll three persons met with Mr Peter Windsor, Director of Sport and
Recreation Section, between approximately 9.30 and 10.00 am.
Discussions with Mr Windsor related to arrangements for the Aboriginal
Sports Awards Night and new policy initiatives in the sports area.

(Statutory Declaration by Mr Windsor is at Attachment C.)

Mr Johnson met with Mr Ron Morony, Director of the Aboriginal
Employment Development Section, between approximately 1l.15am and
11.50am. Discussions relating to AEDP matters took place.

(Statutory Declaration by Mr Morony is at Attachment D.)



18.

19.

20.

I note that both matters to be considered by the Committee were
raised by Senator Chaney and that in doing so he relied heavily on
a letter of 2 November from Senator Coulter to the Minister for

Aboriginal Affairs.

In his letter Senator Coulter notes that the Department of Aboriginal

Affairs funded the travel of the three person in question to Canberra

on the precise day that the Senate Select Committee was taking evidence.

He further states that all three persons were in Parliament House
"all ... day" on 2 September. Senator Coulter then draws two

conclusions:

(a) "I have great difficulty accepting the assertion that they

were funded to attend a sport related meeting in Canberra"

(b) That Mr Perkins "may have had a hand in attempting to distort
the Senate Committee's perception of the strength of support

for ATSIC."

I would make the following brief comments on the points made by

Senator Coulter:

(a) I accept that the Department did fund the travel of all three
persons to Canberra and that this trip co-incided with the

Senate Select Committee hearing on 2 September.

The original intention, however, was that all three would
return to Queensland on the evening of Thursday 1 September.
Even on the morning of Friday 2 September I was still under

the impression that they were to leave Canberra before



(b)

(c)

(d)

midday on that day.

It was only because the original arrangements could not be
effected that they were still in Canberra on the Friday

afternoon.

I believe the assertion that all three persons were in
Parliament House "all ... day" on 2 September to be
incorrect.

To my own knowledge, all three persons had discussions with
me in my office until 9.20am bn that day and, as previously
described, discussions with other departmental officers

took place after that time.

I reiterate that, as far as I was concerned and as far as
the Department was concerned, the purpose for which these
three persons were in Canberra on 2 September was for

consultations on sports and other matters.

It is therefore my firm contention that, to the best of my
knowledge, the information provided by myself and other
representatives of the Department to Senate Estimates
Committee E in relation to this matter was true and accurate.
The specific answers provided by myself and others to
questions asked by Senators Short, Tambling and Collins

were, to the best of my knowledge, both true and accurate.



(e) I reject any suggestion that I attempted to manipulate any

evidence given by Messrs Robinson, McCarthy and Johnson.

As stated previously, I was not aware that they intended to
give evidence to the Committee prior to their appearance
before it, and, as far as I am aware, they themselves were

responsible for the evidence they gave.

This being so, I have difficulty in seeing how the evidence
given by these persons to the Committee was manipulated in
in any fashion whatsoever, and I reject any suggestion that
I attempted to manipulate the evidence which they gave in

any way.
21. In summary, I would simply state that:

(a) In relation to point (a) of the terms of reference no false
or misleading evidence was given by departmental representatives

to Senate Estimates Committee E.

(b) In relation to point (b) of the terms of reference there was
no attempt by myself to manipulate evidence put before the

Senate Select Committee.

22, I therefore submit that there has been no contempt of the Senate
committed by myself or representatives of the Department in
relation to ei e matters cited in this reference.

A e

)
CH RLES PERKINS

[7_/1'2» /%"7’9/
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Paragraphs. .
On 31 August Mr Charies Perkins rang my home in the evening and spoke to my'
daughter in my absence. He infurmed her to advise me that he nad agreed
to a visit to Canberra by the three gentlemen referred to above to discuss
a range of issues and would I please arrange their travel as early as
possible the next day. [ was unable to contact the gentlemen concerned
early on 1 September and after arrvangements were made they departed at
2.00p.m. on 1 September. Mr Perkins' instructions to me in a telephone
conversation during the early morning cf 1 Septembeyr were that the people
were Lo spend as little time as possible in Canberra but enough to allow
them to discuss substance abuse, sport and AEDP matters with him and more
particuiarly relevant officers. He advised that arrangements made 1in
anberra were such that it should be possible for the gentiemen to conclude
wheir business by mid morring Friday.
Due to tle pressure on aircraft to and from Brisbane caused by Expo, it was
not possible to beok aa early return flight to Brisbane and arrangements
were made for the gentlemen to return on Saturday aftlternocn (3 September}.
At the same time they were instructed te make every effort to get an early
flight stould one become availtable. 1 understand that a1l three were able
to do so and subsequently returned to Brishbane on late evening of
2 Septemter.
In subsecuent discussions with Mr Johnsor, he informed me that the group]
had been sble to have useful discussions with Mr Perkins and a number of
other officers during their visit to Canberra even though the original
arrangenments were disrupted. He aiso infurmed me tnat cthe group had made
I muke this solemn declasation by victue of the Standory Declarations Act 1959 45 amended PTO
and subject fz Bwzpspgiziesz proriged by that Act for the making of falw statements in
statulory declarations, conwicntiomly believing ihe ,t):x .I:Ts?th\(umed in this declaration

to be truc in every particular,
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STATUTORY DECLARATION

Peter John Windsor of 19 Eildon Place, Duffy in
the Australian Capital Territory, Public Servant

do solemnly and sincerely declare®®

1.

on

and subject
statutory declarations, conscientiously believing the statements contained in this decl
to be true in every particular.

I, hold the position of Director of Sport and Recreation
within the Department of Aboriginal Affairs and I have
held that position approximately two years.

At approximately 8.30 a.m. on Friday, 2 September 1988

I was in my office and received a call from Mr Charles
Perkin's secretary, who informed me that three gentlemen
would be visiting the Department that morning and Mr
Perkins wanted me to confer with them concerning the Federal
Government's new policy proposals for sport and recreation,
which in the budget earlier that year had attracted an
additional 3.5 million dollars over two years.

As far as I can recollect the meeting began between

9.15 and 9.30 in the Department's Conference Room on the
16th floor of the MLC Tower at Woden. The three gentlemen
to whom I referred in the preceding paragraph are Messrs
Ray Robinson, Richard ('Darby') McCarthy and Norm. Johnson.

The conference lasted for about 30-40 minutes. The
discussion centred around policy proposals which had
been circulated only a few weeks before the meeting to
State Directors for action. In addition, the discussion
dealt with arrangements for the National Aboriginal Sports
Awards which were to be held in Brisbane, and which
subsequently took place on 12 November this year. I
explained what was proposed within the new policy,

'as follows'
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to the penalties provided by that Act for the making of false state
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Declared at
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before me,

NOTE 1.—A person who wilfi
Acr 1959 as amended is guiity
imprisonment for a term ng,
term not exceeding four

NOTE 2.—A
a Chief, Police
annual sala

makes a false statement in a statutory declaration under the Statutory Declarations
an offence against that Act, the punishment for which is a fine not exceeding $200 or
Kceeding six months or both if the offence is prosccuted summarily, or imprisonment for a
rs if the offence is prosccuted upon indictment.’

utory declaration under the Statutory Declarations Act 1959 as amended may be made only before
csident or Special Magistrate: Stipendiary Magistrate or any Magistrate in respect of whose olﬁcc an
S payable: a Justice of the Peace: a person authorised under any law in force in Australia or its Territories
davits: a person appointed under the Siarutory Declarations Act 1959 as amended or under a State Act (o be a
ssioner for Declarations; a person appointed as a Commissioner for Declarations under the Sratutory Dedlarations

1911, or under that Act as amended. and holding office immediately before the commencement of the Sratutory Declar-
arions Act 1959; a Notary Public: a person before whom a statutory declaration may be made under the law of the State in
which a declaration is made; or a person appointed to hold, or act in, the office in a country or place outside Australia of
Australian Consul-General, Consul, Vice-Consul, Trade Commissioner, Consular Agent, Ambassador, High Commissioner,

Minister, Head of Mission, Commissioner, Charge d'Affaires, or Counsellor, Secretary or Attache at an Embassy, High
Commissioner’s office, Legation or other post.
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particularly the two major aspects of providing multi
purpose facilities to Aboriginal communities around
Australia and the upgrading of sports ovals and
associated facilities. We also discussed plans to
introduce a part time sports scholarship scheme for
outstanding Aboriginal sporting achievers.

5. Mr McCarthy in particular discussed arrangements for
the National Aboriginal Sporting Awards in Brisbane.
The awards run by the National Aboriginal Sporting and
Recreational Advisory Committee for outstanding Aboriginal
achievers both past and present. Over 60 gold medals
were presented and the eent was telecast by SBS and
subsequently by Imparja Television in the Northern
Territory and the Golden West Network in Western Australia.
Both Mr McCarthy and Mr Robinson being prominent
Aboriginal leaders in Queensland both wanted to ensure
that there would be maximum community support for the event
as it was planned to sell over 200 tickets at $40 a head.
This was achieved and at the time Mr McCarthy was working
for the Department on a temporary employment to assist in
coordinating the event and to also assist the Department's
Queensland based sports and recreational officer, Danny
Morseu, in general sports administrative matters.

6. Presentations of major gold medals at the event were made
'‘as follows'

amended and subject to the penalties provided by that Act for the making of fal
statements in statutory declarations, conscientiously believing the statements contgaed
in this declaration to be true in every particular. ;
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NOTE |.—A person who wilfully maje€a false statement in a statutory declaration under the Statutory Declarations

Act 1959 as amended is guilty of an off¢fice against that Act, the punishment for which is a fine not exceeding $200 or
imprisonment for a term not exceegdfig six months or both if the offence is prosecuted summarily, or imprisonment for a
term not exceeding four years i{4fic offence is prosecuted upon indictment.

NOTE 2.—A statutor, claration under the Statutory Declarations Act 1959 as amended may be made only before
a Chief, Police, Residegeffr Special Magistrate; Stipendiary Magistrate or any Magistrate in respect of whose office an
annual salary is paygdfe: a Justice of the Peace; a person authorised under any law in force in Australia or its Territories
to take affidavits#person appointed under the Statutory Declarations Act 1959 as amended or under a State Actto be a
i r Declarations; a person appointed as a Commissioner for Declarations under the Sratutory Declarations
under that Act as amended, and holding office immediately before the commencement of the Statutory
'ons Act 1959; a Notary Public; a person before whom a statutory declaration may be made under the law of the
in which a declaration is made; or a person appointed to hold, or act in, the office in a country or place outside
stralia of Australian Consul-General, Consul, Vice-Consul, Trade Commissioner, Consular Agent, Ambassador, High
Commissioner, Minister, Head of Mission, Commissioner, Charge d'Affaires, or Counsellor, Secretary or Attache at an
Embassy, High Commissioner’s office, Légation or other post.
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by such prominent Australians as Sir Nicholas Shehadie,
Dawn Fraser, Rick Charlesworth, Neville Bonner and a
former Australian of the Year, Lois O'Donochue.

I felt the meeting was useful, particularly from the
point of view of ensuring that there would be community
support for the National Aboriginal Sporting Awards, an
event that is held every two years.

I make this solemn declaration by virtue of the Statutory Declarations Act 1959 as
amended and subject to the penalties provided by that Act for the making of false
statements in statutory declarations, conscientiously believing the statements contained
in this declaration to be true in every particular.

; 3)
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NOTE 1.—A person who wilfully makes a false statement in a statutory declaration urygcr the Statutory Declarations
Act 1959 as amended is guilty of an offence against that Act, the punishment for which is a fine not exceeding $200 or
imprisonment for a term not exceeding six months or both if the offence is prosecuted summarily, or imprisonment for a
term not exceeding four years if the offence is prosecuted upon indictment.

NOTE 2.—A statutory declaration under the Statutory Declarations Act 1959 as amended may be made only before
a Chief, Police, Resident or Special Magistrate; Stipendiary Magistrate or any Magistrate in respect of whose office an
annual salary is payable; a Justice of the Peace; a person authorised under any law in force in Australia or its Territories
to take affidavits; a person appointed under the Staturory Declarations Act 1959 as amended or under a State Act to be a
Commissioner for Declarations; a person appointed as a Commissioner for Declarations under the Statutory Declarations
Act 1911, or under that Act as amended, and holding office immediately before the commencement of the Starutory
Declarations Act 1959, a Notary Public; a person before whom a statutory declaration may be made under the law of the
State in which a declaration is made; or a person appointed to hold, or act in, the office in a country or place outside
Australia of Australian Consul-General, Consul, Vice-Consul, Trade Commissioner, Consular Agent, Ambassador, High
Commissioner, Minister, Head of Mission, Commissioner, Charge d'Affaires, or Counsellor, Secretary or Attache at an
Embassy, High Commissioner’s office, Legation or other post.
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(1) Here insert ne ne. I(U Ronald Arthur Morony of 6 Hawdon Street, Ainslie in
§$$mwxmn ’ the Australian Capital Territory
eclaration.

, do solemnly and sincerely declare®
(2) Here insert m tter
declared to. V here

themanerising. 1, I am Director of the Aboriginal Employment Development

add the word:

R section, and have been in this position for two and a half
momberg " years.
paragraphs.

2. On Wednesday, 31 August 1988 at approximately 4 in the
afternoon, Mr Norm. Johnson phoned to say that he would be
visiting Canberra for a sports meeting and requested some
time to discuss the Aboriginal Employment Development Policy
and future directions in the implementation of the policy
in Queensland. Mr Johnson was the Aboriginal Employment
Development Policy coordinator for the Department in
Queensland. No set time was agreed upon at that stage
given that he was not sure how long the sports meeting
would take.

3. On the evening of 1 September 1988 I met Mr Johnson at a
social event and we agreed to meet at approximately 11 a.m.
the next day.

4. Mr Johnson visited my office at approximately 11.15 a.m. on
2 September, at which time we discussed the outcome of a
joint agency training team exercise, involving offices of
the Departments of Aboriginal Affairs, Employment Education
and Training and The Aboriginal Development Commission, which
Mr Johnson had supervised. We agreed that Mr Johnson should,
as the next step, develop a State strategy for local economic
'as follows'
I make this solemn declaration by virtue of the Statutory Declarations Act 1959 as
amended and subject to the penalties provided by that Act for the making of false
statements in statutory declarations, conscientiously believing the statements contained
in this declaration to be true in every particular.

(3) Signature of
person making ihe
declaration. T

Declared at

on , 19 R

before me, ,
4) Signat f 4
O e betore  hom © . / C
mm:dtieclarauon s A
‘ &)
{5) Here tnsert tith /

of person befoi :
whom the

declaration is 1 ade. NOTE 1.—A person who wilfully makes a false statement in a statutory declaration under the Statutory Declarations
Act 1959 as amended is guilty of an offence against that Act, the punishment for which is a fine not exceeding $200 or
imprisonment for a term not exceeding six months or both if the offence is prosecuted summarily, or imprisonment for a
term not exceeding four years if the offence is prosecuted upon indictment.

NOTE 2.—A statutory declaration under the Sratutory Declarations Act 1959 as amended may be made only before
a Chief, Police, Resident or Special Magistrate; Stipendiary Magistrate or any Magistrate in respect of whose office an
annual salary is payable; a Justice of the Peace; a person authorised under any law in force in Australia or its Territories
to take affidavits; a person appointed under the Siatutory Declarations Act 1959 as amended or under a State Act to be a
Commissioner for Declarations; a person appointed as a Commissioner for Declarations under the Staturory Declarations
Act 1911, or under that Act as amended, and holding office immediately before the commencement of the Statutory
Declarations Act 1959; a Notary Public; a person before whom a statutory declaration may be made under the law of the
State in which a declaration is made; or a person appointed to hold, or act in, the office in a country or place outside
Australia of Australian Consul-General, Consul, Vice-Consul, Trade Commissioner, Consular Agent, Ambassador, High
Commissioner, Minister, Head of Mission, Commissioner, Charge d'Affaires, or Counsellor, Secretary or Attache at an
Embassy, High Commissioner’s office, Legation or other post.
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development conferences and encourage regional office
staff of all these agencies to work with Aboriginal
communities to develop long term development plans.

I also indicated to Mr Johnson that the National

I 8]
3

do solemnly and sincerely declare®®

Aboriginal Employment Department policy taskforce proposed
to visit Queensland and the Torres Straits in December,
and that we would require considerable support from him
and his staff in the form of briefs and arrangements for
meetings. We also discussed the issue of resources for the
implementation of a Community Development Employment
Project (C.D.E.P.) for the Palm Island community. The
meeting lasted approximately 35 minutes and was helpful
both from my point of view in obtaining some feedback on
the joint agency training team exercises and the problems
faced in implementing C.D.E.P. in Palm Island.

I believe Mr Johnson benefiteéd from the visit to central
office as well, as it would have provided him with an
understanding of the processes that we undertake at the
national level, particularly in regard to the role of
taskforce in the implementation of the Government's
Aboriginal Employment Development policy.

[ make this solemn declaration by virtue of the Statutory Declarations Act 1959 as amended

and subject to the penalties provided by that Act for the making of false statements in

statutory declarations, conscientiously believing the statements contained in this declaration

to be true in every particular.
{3) Signaturc of
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declaration.
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declaration is mids NOTE L.—A person who wilfully makes a false statement in a statutory declaration under the Sratutory Declarations

Act 1959 as amended is guilty of an offence against that Act, the punishment for which is a ﬁne not excgcding $200 or
imprisonment for a term not exceeding six months or both if the offence is prosccuted summarily, or imprisonment for a
term not exceeding four years if the offence is prosecuted upon indictment.

NOTE 2.—A statutory declaration under the Starurory Declarations Act 1959 as amended may be made only before
a Chief, Police, Resident or Special Magistrate; Stipendiary Magistrate or any Magistrate in respect of whose office an
annual salary is payable; a Justice of the Peace; a person authorised under any law in force in Australia or its Territories
to take affidavits; a person appointed under the Statutory Declarations Act 1959 as amended or under a Statc Act to t?c a
Commissioner for Declarations; a person appointed as a Commissioner for Declarations under the Statutory Declarations
Act 1911, or under that Act as amended, and holding office immediately before the commencement of the Statutory Declar-
ations Act 1959; a Notary Public; a person before whom a statutory declaration may be made under the law of the State in
which a declaration is made: or a person appointed to hold, or act in, the office in a country or place O‘UlSldc Aus_quha of
Australian Consul-General, Consul, Vice-Consul, Trade Commissioner, Consular Agent, Ambassador, High Commissioner,
Minister, Head of Mission, Commissioner, Charge d'AfTaires, or Counsclior, Secretary or Attache at an Embassy, High
Commissioner’s office, Legation or other post.
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John R. Coulter

Australian Democrat Senator for South Australia
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Norwood Parfiament House

SA. 5067 Canberra

Telephone (18) 333 0277 Aust. Capital Terrtory 2600
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D:cember 20, 1988

A

RECEIVED
20 DEC 1988

CLERK'S

Se¢nator Pat Giles
Chmmittee of Privileges

A 1stralian Senate

P. rliament House
CANBERRA ACT 2600

D :ar Senator Giles

It answer to your letter of 19 December, 1988, 1 can provide the following
ir formation.

L ite in the afternoon of 1 September I was rung by Mr Norman Johnson who spoke
at length about ATSIC. He expressed a view in strong support of ATSIC and was
avvare that I had successfully moved that ATSIC lie before the Senate for six
m>nths and that I had supported the Opposition’s successful motion to appoint a
Scnate Committee to consider the ATSIC legislation.

H: telephoned from Canberra and said ’they’ had just arrived. The conversation
ccntinued for about an hour. He urged me to abandon the Committee and support
re pid passage of the ATSIC Bill. In the course of the conversation he said he
wis likely to become a Regional Manager under ATSIC administering a budget of
$5 million, a matter I questioned him about in committee the next day, when he
e: plained he would rather administer such a budget under direction from an
el:cted Aboriginal Regional Council, than, as now, under direction from DAA.

A’ter this long conversation Mr Ray Robinson came to the telephone and
ccntinued very strongly to urge support for immediate passage of the ATSIC

Bll. At one stage he threatened that next day they, Robinson, Johnson and
McCarthy would demonstrate against the Australian Democrats outside Parliament
H)use during during which they would burn their membership cards. As far as I
a11 aware, Robinson has never been a member of the Australian Democrats.

I can not be certain whether it was Robinson or Johmson to whom 1 said they
stould appear before the Committee -- I think it was Johnson. I cannot say
waiether they were aware of the sitting of the Committee next day before this
te ephone conversation. When 1 mentioned the Committee I was told they were
returning to Queensland by air at 4 o’clock the next day. I did suggest they
ccntact Derek Abbott, secretary to the Senate Committee. At no stage did I meet
w th Johnson, Robinson or McCarthy on 1 September. The whole interchange

o curred on the telephone.



Next day when I went to the Committee Room for the hearing I saw Robinson
out:ide the Committee Room. He is unmistakable. 1 think Johnson and/or

Mct arthy were with him but I can not be sure. I did not make and keep notes of
thes: events at the time thinking them not especially important. Robinson was

not alone. Later that day Mrs Shirley McPherson gave evidence and indicated she
was a ware of Robinson outside the Committee Room.

All three appeared as witnesses before the Committee on the afternoon of 2
Sepiember and were still before the Committee when I left at approximately
4:10>m to catch the 425/50 planes to Adelaide. I thought this strange at the
tim¢ as I remember quite clearly being told the night before that they were
retu ning to Queensland on a four o’clock flight.

Thu: I can confirm that I did tell Mr Johnson of the meeting of the Committee
on ) September but I cannot say whether it was Mr Johnson’s first knowledge of
that meeting. I was told that they had just arrived when they telephoned on the
late afternoon of 1 September and I was told they were departing at four

o’click the next day. Robinson and possibly Johnson and McCarthy were outside
the Meeting Room at the start of the kLearing and all were with the Committee
for several hours in the afternoon -- continuing after four o’clock. I cannot

say whether they stayed outside the Committee Room between the start of the
hearing and when they were called. 1 believe from what Mrs McPherson said, one
or 110ore of them were there some of this time.

You s sincerely

(Johx Coulter
Senzior for South Australia
Ausiralian Democrats
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PAR[IAMENT HOUSE
CANBERRA AT 26(K)
TEL (062) 773540
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13 January 1988

Miss; A. Lynch

Sec retary

Comiittee of Privileges
The Senate

Par .iament House
CAN3ERRA A.C.T. 2600

Dea:: Miss Lynch,

I refer to your letter of 19 December regarding the
app:arance of certain witnesses before this Committee.

Messrs Robinson, Johnson and McCarthy telephoned my
off.ce at approximately 5.50pm on the evening of Thursday 1
Sep .ember 1988. They spoke only to my secretary and told her
tha. they were coming to Parliament House immediately and
wislied to speak to me about the work of this Committee.

They arrived at approximately 6.20pm and I met them at
the security desk at the Senate entrance. We then went to
Seni te Committee Room 18. I explained to them what the
Comr.ittee was ingquiring into, how it conducted its business and
what the program of the meeting on Friday 2 September 1988 was.
During this discussion the question of their appearance before
the Committee was raised.

My recollection of the discussion (I made no written
notes) is that Mr Robinson raised the question of him and his
colleaqgues appearing before the Committee on the following day.
I e¢xplained that I had no authority to invite them to appear;
that was a matter for the Committee members to decide. I also
poirted out that the Committeé already had a very full program
for the following day. However, I undertook to approach the
Comnittee’s Chairman, Senator McMullan, and ask him if he would
be prepared to fit the group into the program for that day.
They indicated that they would attend the hearings and I said
that I would advise them as to whether the Committee would hear
then .

I then showed them the room where the 2 September
meeting was to be held and escorted them back to the Senate
entrance at approximately 7.05pm.

On September 2 the Committee met in public for a short
time and was then in-camera until 1.00pm. Thus I am not aware
of when Messrs Robinson, McCarthy and Johnson arrived at the
Comnittee Room. However I did advise them at some stage during
the day that the Committee would hear thenm.



I have no recollection of the precise wording of any
ccnversations I had with Messrs Robinson, McCarthy and Johnson
or that day. The statement "... approached the three of us..."
stould be read in the context of the previous evening'’s
discussion where they had asked to appear and I had undertaken
tc approach the Chairman to see if the Committee would
accommodate them, As quoted in your letter the statement
stggests that I had taken the initiative in inviting the three
person to appear which was not the case.

I had had no prior contact with any of the three
person involved prior to the evening of 1 September 1988. The
Ccmmittee met no travel or accommodation expenses with regard
tc their appearance.

Yours sincerely,

Pl Rl

Derek Abbott

Secretary
Committee on Aboriginal Affairs
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