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Proposal to Increase Allowable Tailwind at Brisbane
Airport — Key Messages

« To enable long-term growth at Brisbane Airport (BNE), Brisbane Airport Corporation Pty Ltd
(BAC) must maintain the ability to operate with minimal operational constraints. This will be
achieved through the management of community and political responses to increased aircraft
noise complaints and the balanced optimisation of Flight Path Operations for noise benefit
and efficiency.

¢ Despite COVID-19 causing a significant reduction in aircraft movements, both BAC and
Airservices have seen an increase in noise complaints from sections of the Brisbane
community since the opening of Brisbane Airport’s New Parallel Runway in July 2020.

e As evidenced both intemationally and within Australia, increased public pressure has resulted
in operational restrictions at various airports, which have significantly impacted route
development opportunities, aircraft efficiency, infrastructure utilisation and ultimately, long-
term growth.

« The future profitability of Australia’s major airlines will in part depend on BAC's ability to keep
the parallel runway system unconstrained as movements along the east coast of Australia are
set to double over the next 20-30 years. The airspace and runway system provides
significantly greater efficiency and capacity than any other airport in Australia and relieves
pressure on the east coast network, given the 80-movement cap and curfew in Sydney Airport
and the LAHSO/weather constraints at Melbourne Airport.

e The long-term benefits of Brisbane’s parallel runway systemwill only be realised if operational
restrictions such as movement caps and curfews are avoided. .

* Brisbane Aimort’s airspace and runway system provides significantly greater efficiency and
capacity than any other airport in Australiaand relieves pressure on the east coast network,
given the 80-movement cap and curfew in Sydney and the Land and Hold Short Operations
(LAHSO) / weather constraints in Melbourne. Without the proactive management of both
community expectations and aircraft noise more broadly, long-term aviation growth at
Brisbane Aimport could be constrained through the imposition of operational restrictions.

¢ The increased use of Simultaneous Opposite Direction Parallel Runway Operations
(SODPROPS) is one way of achieving greater efficiency for airlines while reducing the
impacts of aircraft noise on the community. While the current 5 knot tailwind restriction
results in night-time (10pm — 6am) “over the bay” use of around 50-52%, there is an
opportunity to safely increase tailwind operations to enable greater “over the bay” night-time
operations by ~20%. This increase in SODPROPS utilisation would also allow flexibility for
more “over the bay” movements in the shoulder periods (before 10pm and after 6am).



