Compliance and enforcement issues

Compliance reviews

On 24 July 2017, on the ABC Four Corners program, certain allegations were made regarding misuse
of environmental water within the Basin. A number of reviews have now been completed in
response to the allegations made. These are:

e The Murray-Darling Basin Authority (MDBA) Murray-Darling Basin Water Compliance Review

e NSW independent review of water management and compliance (Matthews Review —
interim and final reports)

e NSW Ombudsman’s progress report water compliance and enforcement 2007-17

e Australian National Audit Office (ANAO) assurance review on the Department of Agriculture
and Water Resources’ (DAWR) assessment of the performance of NSW under the National
Partnership Agreement on Implementing Water Reform in the Murray-Darling Basin (NPA)
relevant to the protection and use of environmental water for the 2014-15 and 2015-16
financial years

Further reviews that are currently underway are:

® Senate inquiry on the Integrity of the water market in the Murray-Darling Basin (report due
March 2018) ,

® Anindependent audit of Queensland non-urban water measurement (due March 2018)

e The South Australian Murray-Darling Basin Royal Commission (due February 2019)

Response to compliance reviews

Governments across the Basin have expressed serious concern about compliance issues, and are
aéting to address them. In their communique from the 19 December 2017 Ministerial meeting, Basin
Ministers stated:

Ministers agreed that it was important that all Australians had confidence that the rules and
regulations governing water use in the Murray—Darling Basin were being enforced and
complied with. They acknowledged that this confidence had been eroded by allegations of
theft of water and inadequate enforcement of the rules, particularly in the northern part of the
Basin. Ministers committed to prompt and effective responses to the reviews that had been
conducted to date, and to those still underway.

Table 1 below summarises the key recommendations from the reviews completed to date, specific
actions that are being undertaken in response to the findings and their respective timeframes.

As part of its six point implementation agenda for delivering the Basin Plan (released by the Prime
Minister and Assistant Minister for Agriculture and Water Resources on 25 November 2017), the
Australian Government has committed to act on the review findings as they relate to the MDBA. On
7 February 2018 the Minister announced $9.1 million of additional funding to strengthen the
MDBA’s compliance and enforcement role.

The findings from the compliance reviews will also be brought together as part of the development
of a Basin Compliance Compact (the Compact) which seeks to restore public confidence in water
management in the Murray-Darling Basin. The Compact will detail a compliance implementation
framework, including specific plans for improving compliance and enforcement activities for each
Basin jurisdiction and for the MDBA, and transparent reporting and accountability arrangements on
progress. An interjurisdictional working group will meet on 14 February 2018 to begin drafting the
Compact which will be provided to the Ministerial Council at their next meeting, prior to the
consideration by the Council of Australian Governments (COAG) in June 2018.
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