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Pru Goward among six Liberal-linked appointments by Coalition to
Administrative Appeals Tribunal

Concerns sparked of repeat of 2019 when one in five named for
government bodies before election called had Liberal or National

ties
Getour free news app; get our morning email briefing

Paul Karp

W @Paul_Karp
Mon 4 Apr 2022 17.03 AEST

Former New South Wales minister Pru Goward and a former chief of staff to Scott Morrison are among six people with Liberal
links appointed to the Administrative Appeals Tribunal among 19 appointments.

On Monday the attorney general, Michaelia Cash, announced that Goward and Ann Duffield had been appointed senior members,
jobs that receive pay of at least $330,000 a year, if employed on a full time basis, for up to seven years.

The AAT appointments and separate jobs for former federal minister John McVeigh and NSW minister, Don Harwin, have sparked
concerns of a repeat of 2019, when a Guardian Australia analysis found that one in five of those appointed to government bodies
in the fortnight before the election was called had Liberal or National party links.

Duffield is a lobbyist for DPG Advisory Solutions and a former chief of staff to then-attorney general Phillip
Ruddock, and Morrison while he was immigration minister before she left that role in February 2015.

Goward is a biographer of former Liberal prime minister John Howard, and represented Goulburn for 12 years in the NSW
parliament, including a stint as family and community services minister.

Labor has repeatedly criticised the Coalition for the number of appointments to the AAT from the conservative side of politics,
claiming that 85 members appointed since the 2013 election have Liberal or National links.

The tribunal is responsible for merits appeals against government decisions in areas including social security, the national
disability insurance scheme, freedom of information and immigration.



Among the 19 new appointments are two former Liberal members of the Western Australian parliament who lost their seats at the
March state election: Michael Mischin, who was appointed deputy president and will receive pay of $496,650; and Peter
Katsambanis, appointed a member.

Cash appointed Kate Chapple, a senior adviser to foreign minister Marise Payne and former senior adviser to then-defence
minister Linda Reynolds, as a member.

Cheryl Cartwright, who worked for Alexander Downer in opposition and was then chief of staff to Warren Truss as agriculture
minister in the Howard government, was also appointed a member. Cartwright is currently a director of Barton Deakin
government relations.
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The shadow attorney general, Mark Dreyfus, accused the Morrison government of “hanging on to power so they can hand out ...
lucrative, taxpayer-funded jobs to themselves and their mates”.

“While Australians families struggle with the cost of living and stagnant pay packets, Scott Morrison is throwing around cushy,
$400,000-a-year jobs to former Liberal MPs and staffers,” he said.

“Since 2013 the Liberals have now appointed at least 85 of their mates to the AAT, where full-time senior
members are paid almost $400,000 a year and even junior members are paid at least $190,000.”

Cash told Guardian Australia: “Fifteen of the new appointments are legally qualified, including eight barristers.
“All of the appointees are highly qualified to undertake the important task of conducting merits review of government decisions.”

In February 2019, Christian Porter appointed 19 former Liberal party advisers, candidates and politicians to the AAT out of 34
appointments.

On Monday the arts minister, Paul Fletcher, appointed Harwin, the former NSW arts minister, to the Australia Council board.

Harwin resigned from the NSW ministry in April 2020 after he was fined $1,000 for staying at his Central Coast holiday home in
breach of a Covid-19 public health order.

On Monday the water minister, Keith Pitt, appointed former Liberal MP John McVeigh as the chair of the modernising Murray
river systems technical panel.

McVeigh is a former minister for regional development and briefly served in Malcolm Turnbull’s cabinet after the December 2017
reshuffle.

Pitt said the role would “look for water infrastructure opportunities that could improve delivery and reliability of water rights in
the southern basin”.
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I hope you appreciated this article. Before you move on, I wonder if you would consider supporting Guardian Australia. As we
look ahead to the challenges of 2024, we’re aiming to power more rigorous, independent reporting.

In 2023, our journalism held the powerful to account and gave a voice to the marginalised. It cut through misinformation to
arm Australians with facts about the referendum and exposed corporate greed amid the cost-of-living crunch. It sparked
government inquiries and investigations, and continued to treat the climate crisis with the urgency it deserves.

This vital work is made possible because of our unique reader-supported model. With no billionaire owner or shareholders to
consider, we are empowered to produce truly independent journalism that serves the public interest, not profit motives.

And unlike others, we don’t keep our journalism behind a paywall. With misinformation and propaganda increasingly rife, we
believe it is more important than ever that everybody has access to trustworthy news and information, whether they can afford
to pay for it or not. If you can, please support us on a monthly basis from just $2. It takes less than a minute to set up, and you
can rest assured that you’re making a big impact every single month in support of open, independent journalism. Thank you.

Lenore Taylor
Editor, Guardian Australia
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