Australian Government
Independent National Security Legislation Monitor

NEW REVIEW

THE OPERATION OF THE NATIONAL SECURITY INFORMATION (CRIMINAL
AND CIVIL PROCEEDINGS) ACT 2004 (CTH) ARISING OUT OF THE MATTER OF
ALAN JOHNS (A PSEUDONYM).

An own motion review

The Independent National Security Legislation Monitor Act confers an own motion power upon the
INSLM to review at any time any of the defined “counter-terrorism and national security
legislation’, which includes the National Security Informaiion (Criminal and Civil
Proceedings) Act 2004 (NSI Aci). As INSLM. [ independently review the opcration,
effectivencss and implications of national sccurity and counter-terrorism laws; and consider

hether such laws contain appropriate protections for individual rights. remain proportionate
{0 terrorism or national security threats, and remain necessary. My ‘Royal Commission’ like
powers as INSLM give me access as of rig o all relevant material regardless ot n - onal
seeurity classification. T do not consider complaints.

[ recently wrote to the Attorney-General saying:

T note with interest your response 1o Senator Patrick’s Question on Notice 957
concerning ‘Alun Johns ' In view of the public interest in the matter, and novw that
the Richardson Review has been completed, I have now decided of my own motion to
consider the operation in that maticr of the National Security Information (Crininal
and Civil Proc dings) Act 2004 and Twill make amy necessary recommendations
arising from that review in my final annual report (parts of which may need fo be
classified).

The publicly known facts

Based upon a response by the Attorney-General to Question on notice no. 957 from Senator
Rex Patrick, ... following matters only have been officially stated or confirmed. They are
the public or unclassified facts I assur  for the purposc of my unclassitied report on this
review. There is a great deal of public speculation about the nature of the charges and the
evidence supporting them. [ am not authorised to disclose anything further than has been
made public by the government, and no infere  es should be drawn from this notice as (o the
true facts bevond those sct out in it. Interested persons may however be assured that I will
obtain. and then examinc in private, the charges. evidence, submissions and transcripts of
these closed proceedings. All that can be made public will be in ided in my final
unclassified Annual Report to the Attorney-General.












