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seekers at
new high

David Crowe
Chief political correspondent

Nearly 50,000 people who hawve
had their claims for asylum rejec-
ted afler arviving by plane are sitl
in Australiz awaiting deportation,
rajsing questions over the effi-
ciency of border controls.

A government backlog is being
blamed for the slow progress in
Lackling the problem, with Labor
warning that people smugglers are
using the system to exploit illegal
workers,

The aumber of people who have
had their cloims vejected after
erriving by ale increased {o 46,391
#t the end of Januwary, according to
government figures that show
almost all of them rewmain in the
country,

The long appesls process also
means 37,913 of the “airplane peo-
ple”™ are stil waiting for their
refuges status to be determined,
an inerease of more than 1000 over
the past month,

Fewer than two dozen were de-
ported last montk after failing to
gain proteciion visas (rom 1he De-
partment of Home Affairs snd los-
ing their appealz bn court, suppest-
ing the backlog rontinnes to grow,

While the government insisted
the systerm was working, Labors
home affairs zpokeswoman Kris-
lina Keneslly valled for faster ao-
tion te prevent iflegat workers cn-
tering the country as lonrists and
steying when their claims were
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Almost all rejected plane asylum seekers still here

From Page 1

rejected. “The »ising number of
airplane arvivals represents a
work scam run by people smug-
glers, pure and gimple,” Senator
Kenpally said.

“There’s nolking wreng wilh
claiming asylum - it's an important
right - but 90 per cenl of these
applications are eventuslly found
to he without merit.”

Papulation Minister Alun Tudge
insisted the goverument was work-
ing with other countries, including
Malaysia, to curl the pumber of
unfounded claims for asylun:.

“Australia has one of the most
generous humunilarian programs
in the world and we scitle thou-
sands of people in desperate need

cvery year,' he said. “Some peopie
unfortunately seek to exploit our
international obligations by lodg-
ing protection claims  onshere
which have no foundation - thiz
issue is not new and is not unigue
to Australia.

“These individuals use our legal
system to deliberately prolong
their stay in Australia even when
they have ne prospects of
success.”

Those who apply {or & protec-
tier vise have the sume workplaee
rights as Australian citizens while
they await a decision, but those
who have heen rejected ave in a
legal fimbo untll they are localed
and deported.

The government figures, Labled
in the Senate last week, show that
19381 people sought asylum during
January after arviving by air.
White 255 eamc from India, BS
from Fiji and 61 from the Philip-
pines, there were H46 fram Malay-
st - 2 country where tourists can
arrange an Ausirafian eleclronic

travel authority from cheir travel
agenls, Anolher 309 came from
Ching durlny Januury, down fram
316 from that country in December
and 386 i November, although

this is expected to fall significantly
in coming months because of the
coronavirus travel ban,

The figures showed that onty 2.3
per eenl of Lkose who arrive from
Ching by air und ¢laim asylum
eventuaily gain & protection visa.

While 1981 arrived during Janu-
ary, the actions taken in the same
month fed to fewer than five invol-
untary deportations and 19 velun-
tary deportations amobg those
who had their claims rejected snd
lost their sppeals.

The Iatest figures mean more
than 100,000 asylum seekers have

arrived by air since the Coalition
won power in 201R, 2 new peak in
overatl arrivals. Home Affairs Min-
ister Peter Dutton has dizsmizzed
the Labor attacks by pointing to
the 50,000 asylum seekers who ar-
rived by boat and another 1200
who are estimated to have
drovwned white Labor keld govern-
ment frosn 2007 to 2013,

The government said the major-
ity of the number of people who
have not yet been deported are op-
peating negative decisions through
the Adminislrative Appeals Tribu-
nal or the courts, prolonging their
stay in Australia,

11 also noted the nurmber of pec-
ple who arrived by air and went on
toapply for protection fell by 12 per
cent during the last financial year.

“Work scam’™: Kristina Keneally.
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