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Govt backs financial crimes watchdog 
Home Affairs Minister Peter Dutton has hacked the head of the financial crime watchdog AUSTRAC saying she has 
taken the agency to unprecedented success. 

o_ 

Colin Brinsden Australian Associated Pross O MARCH 1. 2020 12.35PM 

Home Affairs Minister Peter Dullon has given his overwhelming backing to the 
hedd ol the financial crimes walLhdog, a her a media report sugge~ted AUSTRAC 
~Jt on vital evidence regarding onlinf> child exploitation. 

A News Corp inve~tigdtion into the S75 million We5tpdc money laundering ~Landdl, 
linked 10 ch ild exploiwcion 1hal was revea led by AUSTRAC last year. claims 1he 
watchdog's CEO Nicole Rose bungled and sat on viral evidence. 

Asked on Al3C television's ln5iders program whether AUSTRAC: sat on Pvidence. 
Mr Dutton who has rt•~ponsibility for the independent ,1gency said: "No, it didn't." 

"And this hatchet job on Nicole Rose should be seen for what it i~, .. he said. 

"Nicole has taken AUSTRAC to an unprecedented level of success not only with 
the banks, but rndny of the criminal synd icates that they're now working on with the 
AClC (Australian Criminal lntelligencf> C:ommis~ion) and the Australian FPtl<'ral 
Police and their state rountcrpa11s as well." 

13ut Labor\ home Jffdirs spokPswoman Krist ina Ki•nPdlly believe<, there arr ~erious 
qu1'stions to h1• answerl'd about /\USTR!\C~ protocols and pmc1'~ses wlwn it 
becomes aware of suspected child abuse. 

"The~c are St'rious matter\ that I ahor will pursue. and Pnquirl' about at the 
upcoming Senate estimates this week." she told reporters in Sydney. 

''I am concf'rned that it ~eems to demonstrate the minister Peter Dutton i, not across 
all aspc•cts of his portfolio in mattl'r~ as serious of these.'' 
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